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From the Pastor 
 

 
 

With April comes the transition into the church season 
of Easter. For me the thoughts of death and 
resurrection fill my mind during this time of year. 
 
Good Friday, when we honor Christ’s crucifixion and 
celebrate Christ’s victory over death, is my favorite 
Christian festival. The dark and serious tenor of the 
Good Friday service matches the contemplative and 
thoughtful nature of my personal spirituality. The 
arrival of the joyful celebration of Easter is also 
important to my spiritual life. It revives me. I can be 
overly serious coming out of Lent. Parallel to Spring’s 
blossoming of life, Easter seeks to transition 
contemplative people like myself out of their heads and 
into enlivening feelings of hope and spiritual renewal. 
 
The work we have been doing at Lutheran Church of 
The Master is an Easter work. It is the work of 
revitalization. It is the renewal of a lively spirit in our 
church. We are up to the work of Resurrection. This 
resurrection can be seen in the new faces in the pews, 
the new hands helping out, the new voices contributing 
ideas for ministry. We have been blessed with new life 
in the families and babies in our midst. 
 
During this Easter time of revitalization, I ask you to 
pay some attention to how God is trying to enliven 
you. What parts of your personality is God breathing 
life into? What embers of passion is God blowing on, 
hoping to ignite a spark? What part of your life is 
experiencing the blessing of God’s resurrection? 

Ioan Ittu, Pastor 

From the President 
 

In the month of April we will be 
reprioritizing and reorganizing 
some of our projects. While we 
will continue to work on our 
strategic goals, we’ll focus on 
completing some short-term tasks. 
As always, if you feel something 
should be a priority contact me at 
geneticmind@yahoo.com. 
 
One of those short term projects is an idea for the 
website called Talk Show. I’ve talked about this before. 
We would like to record short interviews with 
members of the congregation about their path to faith. 
The idea came out of the Call process. 
 
When we were interviewing for a new pastor, the Call 
committee had amazing conversations with the 
candidates. Those discussions are priveliged, but I 
always thought similar conversations with our own 
church members would be just as inspiring. 
 
The stories would be a nice addition to the music and 
sermons that are already posted. I’m hoping that 
people browsing our website will find our stories 
inspiring enough to join us for a Sunday. 
 
Think about volunteering and what you would talk 
about. As an example, I might talk about my recent 
jury duty experience. The case involved child 
molestation. For two days in the deliberation room, I 
had heated discussions with the hold out juror about 
what’s moral and what’s not. I spoke my faith. While it 
ended in a hung jury, eleven guilty and one not guilty, 
the experience served to strengthen my faith, yet again. 

Kevin Grant, President 

Craig Shepherd  2000 



From the 
Minister of Music 

 
STAND OR SIT? 

 
On Easter Day the LCM Choir will sing Handel’s 
triumphant “Hallelujah” chorus from the oratorio 
Messiah, one of the best known and most loved choral 
works of all time. The first four notes of “Hallelujah” 
are recognizable in almost any context-- they’re even 
available as a phone ring tone. 
 
The chorus “Hallelujah” is the climactic movement of 
Part II of Handel’s oratorio, completing the sections on 
Christ’s death, resurrection, ascension and 
proclamation of the gospel. (The oratorio’s libretto by 
Charles Jennens follows the liturgical year: Part I 
focuses on Advent and Christmas and Part III deals 
with the end of the church year or the end of time.) 
 
If you’ve attended performances of Messiah you’ve 
probably noticed that when the orchestra begins the 
first chords of the “Hallelujah” chorus, audiences 
generally stand. How did this custom begin? 
 
Legend would have us believe that the standing 
tradition began during the first London performance of 
Messiah in March of 1743. It is said that King George 
II was in attendance and that he was so moved by the 
“Hallelujah” chorus that he stood. If the king stands 
everybody stands and so all stood and a tradition was 
born. 
 
The difficulty with this theory is that there is no 
contemporary evidence that the king even attended the 
performance; there are no extant newspaper or 
eyewitness reports of a royal presence. The first 
mention of this phenomenon comes in a letter written 
37 years later in which the story is related secondhand: 
“The King (who happened to be present), started up, 
and remained standing…..and hence it became the 
fashion.” 
 
Matthew Guerrieri has written, “People did start 
standing for the “Hallelujah” chorus fairly early on. In 
fact, they seemed to stand for other numbers as well.“ 
During a performance in 1750 that Handel conducted, 
an attendee recorded the event in his diary writing, “At 
some chorus’s the company stood up.” Note the plural. 
 
Not everyone is enamored with the tradition of 
standing for the “Hallelujah” chorus. Guerrieri reports 
that the famous conductor Robert Shaw, “who hated 
the tradition, maintained it was George II’s bladder, 
not his soul, that caused him to rise with such alacrity, 
the king having lost track of when the intermission 
started.” 
 

On the final Sunday before Ash Wednesday at LCM 
we processed out of the church with an “Alleluia” 
banner as we sang “Farewell to Alleluia”, symbolically 
removing this ascription of praise from our Lenten 
worship. Whether standing or sitting, we’ll reintroduce 
“alleluias” back into our festive Easter worship in 
grand style! 
 
4/13 Palm Sunday 

The LCM choir will sing music by William 
Mathias and Hall Johnson. Our special guest 
will be trumpeter Alyssa Keene. 
 

4/18  Good Friday 
The solemn remembrance of Christ’s suffering 
and death will be observed with a reading of 
the Passion story from the Gospel of Matthew, 
accompanied in dramatic fashion by timpanist 
Paul Sternhagen. The choir will sing music by 
Thomas Tallis and David N. Johnson. 
 

4/20  Easter Day 
Again this year The South Coast Brass will join 
the choir and soloists in festive music 
celebrating Christ’s resurrection. We’ll sing 
familiar Easter hymns and hear choral music 
by Alfred V. Fedak, G. F. Handel, Johann 
Hermann Schein and Richard Proulx. 
 

David York, Minister of Music 
 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

 
 

Palm Sunday - Sunday, April 13th - 11:00 a.m. 
Procession of the Palms 

 
Maundy Thursday - Thursday, April 17th  

Soup Supper at 7:00 and Service at 7:30 p.m. 
at Westwood Hills Congregational Church 
1989 Westwood Boulevard (at La Grange) 

 
Good Friday - Friday, April 18th - Noon to 3p.m. 

Tre Ore Service - Featuring musical selections,  
scripture readings and sermon meditations  

on the Seven Last Words of Christ 
at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 

1343 Ocean Park Blvd in Santa Monica  
 

Good Friday - Friday, April 18th - 7:30 p.m. 
Hymns and Reading of the Passion Story 

 
Festival of Easter - April 20th - 11:00 a.m. 

Choir, Organ, Brass Choir, and Easter Egg Hunt 
 



Financial Update  
 

 
 

In March, we received $10,709.31 in offerings. This 
brings us to a total of $28,960.31 in general giving this 
year, or 19.95% of our 2014 budget goal of $145,200. 
 
Also, in March we received $761.31 in lenten offerings 
(which is included in the above offering total). This is 
76.13% of our goal of $1,000 towards the ELCA 
Malaria Campaign. 

Emily Jackson-Yano, Financial Secretary 
 

Lenten Offering: 
Help Fight Malaria 

 

 
 
Did you know that half the world’s population is at 
risk of malaria? Not surprisingly it most affects people 
in the poorest countries and traps families and 
communities in a downward spiral of poverty. 
According to the World Health Organization, every 
minute a child dies from malaria. Every. Minute. But 
there is good news! Thanks to early diagnosis and 
prompt treatment, malaria rates are falling worldwide. 
Prevention is not difficult – sleeping under an 
insecticide-treated mosquito net provides protection 
and works particularly well for the young children and 
pregnant women who are most at risk. Treatment is 
not costly either – but out of reach for the poorest 
areas without outside help. 
 
Will you join with us and the ELCA to make a special 
donation this Lent to help stamp out this killer? 
Together we can equip local African leaders to end 
malaria in 10 villages. 

• $1 buys a rapid diagnostic test for malaria 
• $2 buys a course of malaria medication to treat 

someone who is infected 
• $6 covers medication to protect a pregnant 

woman and her baby throughout the 
pregnancy 

• $10 covers an insecticide-treated mosquito net 
and the education to help people use it 
correctly 

• $100 trains and equips a village health team. 
Our goal is to raise $1000 in Lenten gifts as our part in 
the ELCA Malaria Campaign. As of March 31st,we 
have collected $761.31. Please consider giving to this 
special cause. 

Work Day At LCM 
 

On Saturday, April 19th, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., 
we will have a workday here at LCM for everyone to 
come together and help with all the things we do to get 
the church ready for Easter. Such tasks include ironing 
the linens, making the bulletins, polishing the silver 
that is used for Communion, dyeing of the many Easter 
eggs that will be hidden for the children to find, filling 
the pews with envelopes and sharpening the pencils. A 
light breakfast will be provided to give everyone 
energy. Mark your calendars to join us! 

 
Flower Chart 

 

 
 

April 6 Open 
April 13 Bettijune Fanning, “Let’s rejoice in 

being part of the Good Shepherd’s 
flock this Sunday!” 

April 20 Open 
April 27 Open 

 
If you wish to memorialize someone or an event, please 
note that with your name on the flower chart. Just a 
reminder, the cost is $20 for a single vase and $40 
for both vases. When paying for the flowers, please 
include the payment in your offering envelope and 
make sure to write “flowers” on the envelope. 

 
String Orchestra Project 

Concert – April 6th 
 

Our resident chamber group, The String Orchestra 
Project, will present a concert on Sunday, April 6th, at 
7:00 p.m. The group of about sixteen string players will 
perform music by J. S. Bach, Joseph Haydn, and 
Tomaso Albinoni in an hour-long program.  Music 
Director Lorenzo Marasso will conduct the orchestra 
and perform as piano soloist. In honor of Bach’s 
birthday on March 21st, the program will feature the 
composer’s Harpsichord Concerto BWV 1052 and 
Cantata "Ich Habe Genug" for bass soloist, oboe, organ 
and strings with our own David York on the organ. In 
addition, the concert will include Albinoni's famous 
Adagio, for organ, violin solo and strings and Haydn's 
Cello Concerto in C Major. All are welcome. 

 
Devotional Booklets 

 
The new April - June edition of the Christ In Our 
Home devotional booklet is available in the pew racks 
and in the narthex. The Large print edition is also 
available in the narthex. Be sure to take your copy! 



LCM Charitable Outreach 
Survey 

 
Our Church Office sent out a short online survey to 
learn our interests in service projects. The church 
would like to expand its ministry by giving people 
opportunities to serve in making LA just a little be 
better.  There are many ways to show compassion and 
kindness to your LA neighbors.  We came up with 
some options, and we would like to know which 
opportunities to serve you’d most likely participate 
in.  In the same way we do 6-7 fun outings a year, we’d 
like to do 6-7 acts of service a year that would interest 
you.  Be on the lookout for an email from the church 
titled “LCM Charitable Outreach Survey”. 
 

Come to Our Meetings 
 

Everyone is invited to attend our 
meetings. Our Council/Finance 
Meeting will be on April 7th at 6:00 
p.m. You are also welcome to join 
us for dinner at around 5:30 p.m., 

sponsored by one of the council members. All are 
welcome! 

 
To Contact Pastor Ittu  

 
To meet with Pastor, contact him 
directly at his church e-mail address: 

iittu@lutheran.churchofthemaster.org. 
You may also call the church office - 

Pastor has his own church voice mail - to leave him a 
private message just call (310) 473-1055 and after the 
outgoing message begins, press 2 and the # key. 

 
Sunday Bible Study 

 

 
 

Every Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish 
House., you can come and study each week's lessons in 
advance of the service with Pastor Ittu. Our study of 
the Bible is in keeping with our Synod's commitment 
to the ELCA initiative "Book of Faith: Lutherans Read 
the Bible."  Come, grab a donut and a cup of coffee, 
and experience the power of scripture! 

 
Fellowship Brunch 

 
Are you interested in contributing something to our 
weekly fellowship brunch such as sandwiches, pizza, 
dessert, or anything of your liking? If so, please contact 
the church office by Friday at noon or call Barbara at 
(310) 393-6844. 

Simply Giving 
 

 
 

You may wish to consider making your 2014 
contributions online. Contributions may be made to 
Lutheran Church of The Master with the secure 
Electronic Giving service of Vanco Services and 
Thrivent for Lutherans, using the Simply Giving link 
on the church website: 

 
lutheran.churchofthemaster.org 

click on the Give Online tab. 
 

There is no cost to you for this program. You may 
donate to the church either in one-time contributions 
or in an ongoing arrangement for regular offerings.  
You may have your offerings debited directly from 
your checking or savings account or from your credit 
card - you manage the donation frequency and the 
donation amount for each fund you wish to support. 
Register by clicking on the Give Online tab to 
communicate directly and securely with Vanco 
Services. If you have questions or need assistance, 
please contact the church office (310) 473-1055. 

 
Our Prayer List  

 

 
 

We keep in prayer: Peggy Anderson; David Arriola; 
Joe Barillari; Sister Susannah Bede; Gina Beretta; 
Barbara Bombach; Elaine Boyer; Emma Lou Candow; 
Sam Carter; Carol Clarke; Faye Daroeian; Chandra 
Drazich; Robert Duvall; Robert Eurice; Jane Fan and 
Alex Lin and family; Tanya and Karen Federley; Scott 
Ferguson; Marvin Frank; Karen Friedman; Bennie 
Goings; Leah Hoffmitz; Lois Jackson; Ted and Lynne 
Jackson; LCpl. Adam Johnson; Betty Johnson; Jason 
Johnson; Merle Johnson; Fariba Kharazmi; Jonathan 
Kovac; Gisela Marx; Tonia Murdock; Steve 
Newberry; Pastor Carlos Paiva; Harley Rockoff; Dr. 
Alvaro Rojas; John Savage; Hilary Smith; Helena 
Stark; Millie Ross-Clunis Stephens; Maggie Sutcliffe; 
Corinne Weitzman; The plight of the Syrian people; 
Members of our AA Groups. 

 
Names may be added to the prayer list by filling out a prayer card in 

the pew racks or by contacting the office by email. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for 3 months. 
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Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

Every 
Sunday 
 
Bible Study    10:00 a.m. 
Choir Warm-up 
                       10:28 a.m. 
Worship         11:00 a.m. 

April 2014 Calendar  

 
 

Please refer to CALENDAR at http://lutheran.churchofthemaster.org for updates. 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday - 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

April Birthdays 
 
Hazel Wetts – April 2nd 
Eric Ormsby – April 2nd 

Deborah Kovac – April 18th 

Barbara Foss – April 23rd 
Maria Gustafsson Grant – April 25th 
Charlene MacKenzie – April 25th 

Dave Shelton – April 26th 
Robin Nickel – April 30th 

1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Parish House 

3 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

 

4 5 
 
 
 
 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
2:00-5:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

6  
Rev. Glen Egertson 

Preaching 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Concert 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

7  
Council/Budget and 
Finance Meeting 
   6:00 p.m. 
 

8  
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

9  
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Parish House 

10 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

11 12 

13  
Palm Sunday 

 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
4:30-7:30 p.m. Sanctuary 

14  15  
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

16  
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

17 
No Choir Rehearsal 
 
Maundy Thursday 
Supper and Service 
       at WHCC 
    7:00 p.m. 

18 
Choir Warm Up 
     7:00 p.m. 

 
Good Friday Service 
         at LCM 
     7:30 p.m. 

19  
Work Day 
   9:00 a.m. 

20  
Festival of Easter 

Worship 
and Easter egg Hunt 

21  22  
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

23  
Masters Notes 

articles 
due in office. 

 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

24 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

25 26 

27 
 
 
UCLA Recital 
Terrence Jegaraj 
6:30 p.m. Sanctuary 

28 29  
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

   



Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

April 2014 Schedule 
 

 (Subject to Change) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USHERS ACOLYTE READERS ASSISTANT COUNTERS 
April 6 April 6 April 6 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
April 6 April 6 

Fariba Kharazmi Jeremy Nickel John Johnson 
Ezekiel 37:1-14  

and 
Romans 8:6-11 

Deborah Kovac Barbara Browning 

Robin Nickel   Ronald Nickel 
    
    

April 13 April 13 April 13 
Palm Sunday 

April 13 April 13 

Kevin Grant  Jeremy Nickel Bettijune Fanning 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 

and 
Philippians 2:5-11 

Yalda Riahi Maria Gustafsson Grant 
Bryan Yamasaki   Millie Rojas 
    
    

April 18 April 18 April 18 
Good Friday 

April 18 April 18 

Maria Gustafsson Grant Jeremy Nickel To Be Announced   
Robin Nickel    
    
    

April 20 April 20 April 20 
Festival of Easter 

April 20 April 20 

Fred Ascher  Jeremy Nickel Fred Ascher 
Acts 10:34-43 

and 
Colossians 3:1-4 

Emily Jackson-Yano Sara McGah 
Manny Cabacungan   Joshua Nickel 
    

    
April 27 April 27 April 27 

Second Sunday of Easter 
April 27 April 27 

Maria Gustafsson Grant Jeremy Nickel Charlene MacKenzie 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

and  
1 Peter 1:3-9 

Tom Jacobson Emily Jackson-Yano 
Julie Johnson   Tom Jacobson 
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