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From the Pastor 
 

Awesome August greetings, friends in 
Christ! 
 

I was inspired by a recent interview 
between the Lutheran World Federation 

(LWF) and Bishop Patricia Davenport, of the 
Southeastern Penn Synod (first African descent female 
ELCA bishop). The ELCA, and therefore LCM, is a 
member of LWF. Several questions seem good for us to 
ask here at LCM. How might our answers compare to 
hers? What do you think? 
 

LWF: What have you set as priorities for your ministry? 
Bishop Davenport (BD): At our Assembly we agreed 
combatting racism is a priority. Because we believe in 
putting your money where your heart is, we put $10,000 
into anti-racism training and investment in leadership.  
Our theme was ‘building beloved community’ and that’s 
not just about race, but also about poverty and 
homelessness. We have large numbers experiencing 
food insecurity. We need recovery ministries caring for 
people in addiction and their families. The LGBTQIA 
community is large here, and we are having 
conversations about welcoming all! 
 

Pastor Peg asking LCM: How might you answer the above 
question about priorities for LCM? (I invite you to email 
your thoughts: pastorpeg@sbcglobal.net – or let’s talk 
over Sunday lunch.) 
 

LWF: Like most mainline churches in the global north, the 
ELCA is seeing a downturn in numbers – how are you 
tackling that? 
BD: We are all experiencing diminishing participation 
and resources, so at the top of our priority is helping 

congregations understand markers of vital faith 
communities. It’s not about ‘butts and bucks and 
buildings’, which was the old way we measured how 
church was doing. Now the question is: What difference 
are you making in the community? You can have a small 
church of 15 people, but if that church runs food banks, 
holds AA meetings, hosts arts and music programs for 
kids, there would be a vacuum in the community if it 
closed. 
 

Pastor Peg asking LCM: How might we best answer the 
above question? Love to hear from you. 
 

LWF: Not long after your election, Pittsburgh was hit by a 
synagogue shooting, the deadliest ever on a US Jewish 
community. Describe your relations with other faith 
communities. 
BD: I’m happy to say we work in collaboration of 
Christians, Muslims, Jews, Baha’i Sikhs and others. 
Together we create opportunities for teaching, 
dialogue, and service. When the shooting happened at 
the Tree of Life, we gathered at a local synagogue, 
shoulder to shoulder, making a commitment to double 
down on combatting this type of hatred. 
 

Pastor Peg asking LCM: How do you see LCM relating 
inter-religiously? The ELCA voted on an Inter-religious 
Policy Statement this August - encouraging wide 
exchange. Ask me about it. ! 
 

Marked with the cross of Christ, we are claimed, 
gathered, and sent for the sake of the world! Every time 
we make the sign of the cross, we remember God comes 
DOWN to us, gathers us IN, and sends us OUT to our 
neighbor in need. Thank you for your share in this 
cruciform love! 

Pastor Peg 

Craig Shepherd  2000 



 

From the Minister of Music 
 

 
 

Summertime, and the liturgy is…… 
 

During the summer months while the choir is on break, 
the liturgical format of our services becomes simpler and 
more streamlined. You’ll find familiar melodies during 
the liturgy and sing well-known hymns. Members of the 
congregation and the soloist of the day will become the 
musical leaders of worship. 
 

One of the familiar liturgical pieces we sing as the 
invitation to communion is the African American 
spiritual “Let Us Break Bread Together”. The hymn-
related web site Hymnary.net offers this background 
information: 
 

This hymn is a traditional spiritual, probably from the 
antebellum period in the American south. It may have 
been used by slaves to signal a secret gathering, since such 
assemblies were illegal. In that case, perhaps the original 
version of the song consisted of only the final stanza and 
the refrain. Some writers are of this opinion, and add that 
after the Civil War, the first two stanzas were added in 
order to make it a Communion hymn. However, an 
understanding of certain aspects of church history and 
tradition present another theory. 
 

In the antebellum South, many slaves were required to 
attend church every Sunday at an early morning service, 
while their white owners attended the later service. The 
song refers to kneeling during Communion, which is 
common in certain liturgical traditions. It also refers to 
having one's “face to the rising sun.” Horace Boyer has 
pointed out that “it is an old tradition for Christian 
Churches to be aligned on an East-West axis so that early 
morning communion was always 'into the sun.' This was 
the tradition of Anglican church buildings almost 
universally until about 1800” (The Hymnal 1982 
Companion, vol. 3A, p. 614). Therefore, it is possible that 
this song was first sung by slaves in Episcopal Virginia for 
whom the experience of taking Communion would have 
involved kneeling toward the rising sun. 
 

The first two stanzas are about the main theme of the 
hymn – Communion – and the third is about praising God, 
which is a natural response to understanding God's mercy 
and grace of which Communion should remind us. 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

During the choir’s summer vacation, members of LCM’s 
choir help fill the musical void. We thank them for their 
music and service. 
 

8/4 Andrew Pringle, baritone 
8/11 Tina Appel, soprano 
8/18 Taj Jegaraj, tenor 
8/25 John Johnson, baritone 
9/1 Christina Esser, mezzo-soprano 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Looking Ahead: Choir rehearsals for the fall season 
begin Thursday, September 5th at 7:30 p.m. New singers 
are always welcome! For additional information, please 
contact David York (york1635@aol.com). 

David York, Minister of Music 
 

God’s Work Our Hands 
Sunday, September 15th 

 

 
 

Join us after worship and lunch on Sunday, September 
15th, to put together food bags and hygiene kits for the 
homeless. John Johnson, our Administrative Assistant, 
has been very busy handing out our sack lunches and 
hygiene kits to the homeless and we need more. This is 
a time that you can be a part of this outreach to the 
homeless in our community. 
 

We need food and hygiene products in order to put 
together the sack lunches and hygiene kits. So please 
contribute what you are able by Sunday September 8th. 
Bring the items to church on Sundays and we’ll have a 
container in the narthex where you can leave them. 
 

The sack lunches include individual packaged items, 
such as easy open cans of meat, fruit, pudding, cheese 
and crackers, energy/protein bars, juices and small 
bottles of water. We also include treats such as cookies, 
nuts and granola bars. The hygiene kits include wash 
cloths, soap, tooth brushes, toothpaste and combs. 
 

We are ordering “God’s Work Our Hands” t-shirts with 
LCM printed on the shirt. The cost is $8.00. If you would 
like one please contact Barbara Browning (310)850-2682 
before August 8th. 
 

Thank you for being a part of our homeless ministry! 
 
 



 

ELCA Churchwide Assembly 
 

 
 

Original Article written by Megan Brandsrud which appeared 
in the July 2019 edition of Living Lutheran 

 

From August 5th – 10th, voting members will convene for 
the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly at the Wisconsin 
Center in Milwaukee. This will be the 15th gathering of 
the assembly, the primary decision-making body of the 
ELCA. This year’s theme is “We are church,” and voting 
members will spend the week participating in plenaries, 
discussions, Bible studies and worship while deliberating 
the work of the church.  
This year, voting members will:  
• Elect the presiding bishop and secretary.  

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, elected in 2013, is 
seeking re-election to a six-year term. Secretary 
Chris Boerger, elected in 2013, is retiring after this 
term. The secretary is elected to a six-year term. 

• Act on “Faith, Sexism and Justice: A Lutheran Call to 
Action.” The proposed social statement covers a 
range of issues in which the ELCA is called to action, 
including gender- based violence, workplace 
discrimination, economic inequality and more. 

• Act on “A Declaration of Interreligious 
Commitment: A policy statement of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America.” The proposed 
document underscores the ELCA’s long-standing 
commitment to interreligious relations and provides 
a framework for common application and 
theological reflection across the varied contexts of 
this church.  

Note to LCM: Pastor Peg is part of the task force that 
spent three years writing the policy statement and 
will be presenting it at the plenary session on 
Tuesday, Aug. 6th from 3:30 - 4:00, with 2 hearings 
that evening where people can ask questions and 
discuss it. The Assembly votes on it on Thursday. 
Please hold her and the Task Force and the whole 
Assembly in prayer. 
• Vote on proposed budgets for the 2020, 2021 and 

2022 fiscal years.  
• Review proposed amendments to the “Constitution, 

Bylaws and Continuing Resolutions of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.” 

• Consider a proposal that the entrance rite for 
ministers of Word and Service be ordination and to 

no longer count deacons as laypeople for the 
representational principles. 

• Act on responses to memorials from synod 
assemblies. 

In her introductory letter to assembly participants, 
Eaton reminded voting members that the assembly is “a 
process of communal spiritual discernment to bring 
about God’s will for God’s people.” 
 

Also taking place during the assembly will be a 
celebration for “Always Being Made New: The 
Campaign for the ELCA,” a program to honor the 50th 
anniversary of women’s ordination, and an observance 
of the church’s focus on gun violence awareness. For 
more information about the assembly, go to 
elca.org/cwa. 

 

“Our Duty and Delight” Viewing 
August 11th 

 

 
 

The LCM Stewardship Committee invites all to view Rev. 
Dr. Mark Allen Powell’s 20 minute video “Our Duty and 
Delight” before lunch on Sunday, August 11th. It is both 
our duty and our delight, as a congregation, to be good 
stewards of what is entrusted to us. 

 

Work Day At LCM 
Saturday, August 10th 

 

 
 

On Saturday, August 10th starting at 9:00 a.m., LCM will 
have a workday for everyone to get together and 
complete some much-needed tasks. Tasks include 
cleaning gutters, paint touch ups, and the installation of 
concrete doughnuts around the sprinklers. Mark your 
calendars to join us!  

 

 



 

Movie Night 
TRIPLE FEATURE!!! 

 

 
 

On Saturday September 7th we'll view three 20 minute 
documentaries covering 1) The Sermon on the Mount. 2) 
Jesus travels the Sea of Galilee. 3) Jesus travels north 
with his Apostles. A discussion will follow each topic. 
These movies will help us visualize Jesus in the setting of 
his time. Just as he is with us and present in our time! 
 

Arrive at 6:30 pm for hot buttered popcorn. Bring your 
favorite movie snacks and soft drinks to share. Don't 
forget to invite a friend or two! 

 

Art Tour with John August Swanson 
Saturday, September 21st 

 
Join us for a guided tour of thirty-one original artworks 
by John August Swanson by the artist himself! Meet at 
9:30 a.m. at LCM on Saturday, September 21st to 
carpool, or arrive on your own at 10:30 a.m. at The 
Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels, 555 West Temple 
Street, Los Angeles, California 90012. Put it on your 
calendar now and invite a friend! 

 

Flower Chart 
 

 
 

August 4 Open 
August 11 Fred Ascher 
 In Honor of Kathy H. 
August 18 Open 
August 25 Doug Newton 

In honor of Mackenzie’s Baptism 
 

Please consider donating the altar flowers for worship. If 
you wish to memorialize someone or an event, please let 
the office know. Note: the cost in 2019 is $15 for a single 
vase and $30 for both vases. When paying for the 
flowers, please include the payment in your offering 
envelope and make sure to write “flowers” on the 
envelope. 
 

Free Community Law Clinic 
 

 
 

Attorney Parviz Malakouti continues to host the 
Community Law Clinic to provide free legal 
consultations to individuals, on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
The next clinics will be on August 7th and 21st. 

 

Fellowship Brunch 
 

 
 

Are you interested in contributing something to our 
weekly fellowship brunch such as sandwiches, pizza, 
dessert, or anything of your liking? If so, please contact 
Barbara at (310) 393-6844. 

 

Our Prayer List 
 

We keep in prayer: Tony Avila, Karen 
Beatty, Melissa Bomes, Ester Cabacungan, 
Yuby Calderon, Francoise Campoverde, 
Greg Casillas, Sonia Casas, Victoria and J. 
W. Chavier Sr., Andrew Crean, Lindford 

Dawson, Edita Cabacungan Donnelly and family, Sara 
Ehrman, Sandy Elliot, Bensiyon Eyice, Mohamad 
Fatemeh, Kevin Field, Emmett Fisher, Sue Graves, Paul 
Gunderson, Dumitra Ittu, Bryan Jackson, Ted and Lynne 
Jackson, Tom and Lois Jackson, Daryl Johnson, Ross 
Johnson, Malinda Jones, Mary Kay, Rossen Kirilov, Lydia 
Kisha, Jonathan Kovac, B.J. Lange, Peter Lewis, Dagny 
Lund, Charlene MacKenzie, Ma, Jeff, Jean Medina, Frank 
Nakamura, Erma Nickel, Kaitlyn Nickel, Bobby Orue, the 
family of Kim Popov, Terry Posluszny, Meghan Reul, 
Harley Rockoff, Tim Rutherford, Rosamelida Sandoval, 
Kenny Savage, Raandi Schmidt, Brittany, Brian and 
baby Beckham Schull, Michael Shammo, Hilary Smith, 
Alireza Soulati, Peter Stackhouse, Huiling Sun, Leslie 
Talt, Polina Tashlitskaya, Sophie Umhofer, John 
Warren, Kent Weed, Shawn Willcuts, Micah Wong, Mary 
Ann Wright, Hideto Yano, the Syrian people and 
refugees and immigrants everywhere, all who share the 
Holy Land, and members of our AA Groups. 

 

Names may be added to the prayer list by filling out a prayer card in 
the pew racks or by contacting the office by email. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for 3 months. 
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Lutheran Church of The Master 

 

Every Sunday 
 
Bible Study         10:00 a.m. 
Worship              11:00 a.m. 
Fellowship          12:15 p.m. 
 

August 2019 Calendar 
 

Please refer to CALENDAR at http://lutheran.churchofthemaster.org for updates. 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday - 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 
August Birthdays 

Ginger Clower - August 5th 

Ernest Durston - August 10th 

Rupik - August 11th 
Jessica Durston - August 12th 

Brian Borhani - August 22nd 
Madeline Gunderson - August 30th  

  1 
 
Choir Rehearsals 
Resume 
September 5th 

2 3 

4 5 6 
 
 
 
 

AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

7  
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 

AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

8 
 

9 10 
Work Day 
   9:00 a.m. 

11 
“Our Duty and Delight” 
Viewing before Lunch 

12 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

14  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

15 16 17 
Council Meeting 
   9:00 a.m. 
Parish House 
 

18 19 20 
 
 
 
 

AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

21  

Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
 

AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

22 23 
Masters Notes 

articles 
due in office. 

 

24 

25 
 

11:00 a.m. Worship 
Baptism of Mackenzie, Pastor 

Peg’s baby granddaughter 
(Please join us for this holy joy!) 
 

26 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

29 30 31 

 



 

Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

August 2019 Schedule 
 

(Subject to Change) 
 

USHERS READERS ASSISTANT COUNTERS 
August 4 August 4 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 4 August 4 

Leah Chang Sara McGah  
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23 

and 
Colossians 3:1-11 

Fred Ascher Millie Rojas 
Julie Johnson  Steve Weiss 
   

August 11 August 11 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 11 August 11 

Douglas Newton Charles Peruchini  
Genesis 15:1-6 

and 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Deborah Kovac Emily Jackson-Yano 
Carlos Valera  Joshua Nickel 
   

August 18 August 18 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 18 August 18 

Chris Ah San Alexander Martin 
Jeremiah 23:23-29 

and 
Hebrews 12:1-2 

Emily Jackson-Yano Barbara Browning 
Millie Rojas  Ronald Nickel 

   

August 25 August 25 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

August 25 August 25 

Charlotte Johnson Noubar Taykalderanian 
 Genesis 18:20-32 

 and 
Colossians 2:6-19 

Emily Jackson-Yano Joshua Nickel 
Steve Weiss  Millie Rojas 
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