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From The Pastor 
 

Blessed Advent & Merry Christmas! 
 
December is a time when most of us are in the frame of 
mind to be drawing our year to a close. We think about 
how to cram just a few more accomplishments into the 
year as time seems to be running out. We have to fit in 
holiday preparations and our gift buying. I know folks 
trying to figure out housing by year’s end. The church 
has a number of things on the checklist from Christmas 
worship to 2016 administrative plans to figure out in 
December. 
 
But the Christian message for this time is focused on 
new beginnings, not endings. Christ is born. Hope is 
born. God’s love has arrived. These are the Advent and 
Christmas messages. We can have the tendency to hold 
off thinking about hopeful new beginnings till 
January. But now is the time, from a Christian outlook 
on the year to be excited for all the possibilities of what 
God can do with you. God is doing something new 
right now in your midst. Trust God to give you the 
good present of open doors and hopeful opportunities 
this season. 
 
May the peace of God that surpasses all understanding 
fill your heart this holiday season, so that you overflow 
with hope and love. Merry Christmas and a blessed 
New Year. 

Ioan Ittu, Pastor 
 

From the President 
 

I have received numerous compliments on how well 
the Thanksgiving day service and dinner went. I 
wanted to take time to thank everyone who helped 
with Thanksgiving, whether in worship or setting up 

chairs and tables, cooking or the cleanup. It was a 
great day. 
 
A lot is going on in December especially on the 
Thirteenth, when we will have a congregational 
meeting to vote on the proposed 2016 budget, 
nominations for Congregation Council members, the 
Officers, and Synod Assembly Voting Members along 
with proposed changes to the foundation bylaws. We 
need a quorum of voting members so please come to 
church that day. 
 
Also on the Thirteenth, there will be a Christmas 
concert at 7 PM by the String Orchestra Project and 
our choir. Though entrance is free, a suggested 
donation of $20 is requested for the Orchestra. 
 
For our Christmas benevolence we will be collecting 
basic baby supplies to be donated to the Westside food 
bank. Families are in need of formula, baby food and 
diapers. Please give as you are able. 
 
For a church our size we do a lot of activities. Please 
take advantage of them and do what you can to 
support them. We waste a lot of time by watching TV 
or playing video games. Make an effort to set aside 
time to help your church. 

Kevin Grant, President 
 

Financial Update 
 

This past month we received $11,169.00 in donations 
for our General Fund (including $1,828.00 for 
Thanksgiving!).  This brings our year-to-date giving to 
$128,327.09, which is 82.79% of our 2015 goal of 
$155,000. Thank you for your ongoing support of our 
mission! 

Emily Jackson-Yano, Financial Secretary 

Craig Shepherd  2000 



From the 
Minister of Music 

 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 
About one hundred years ago, one of the travelers to 
Bethlehem was a minister from the United States. He 
climbed the hills outside the town and paused to watch 
the shepherds with their flocks. He heard the midnight 
chimes peal out over the countryside and found his 
way to the Church of the Nativity where he joined the 
many other pilgrims in worship. 
 
The events of that night remained vivid in Phillips 
Brooks’ mind. Back home in Boston, the Episcopal 
priest wove his memories into a poem: “O Little Town 
of Bethlehem”. 
 
When Brooks read the poem to the children in his 
church school, they loved it so much they hurried to 
the organist and asked him to write a tune that they 
could sing at Christmas. The organist promised—then 
forgot. It was late Saturday night when he 
remembered, but it seemed too late so he went to bed 
and tried not to think of how disappointed the children 
would be when they learned there was no music for the 
poem. Suddenly, during the night, the organist, Lewis 
Redner, woke up. A beautiful tune was singing itself in 
his mind. Quickly he wrote down the notes. 
 
The next morning the children had their song! And in 
the years since then, the enjoyment of the song has 
reached countries around the world. 
 
In spite of the conflict in the Bethlehem of today, the 
words of Brooks’ poem remain fresh: 
 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 

____________________________________________ 
 
The success of Lutheran Church of The Master’s 
music program can be tied directly to the commitment 
of our loyal volunteers and to the support of the 
generous donors whose financial gifts undergird the 
music ministry in many ways. This year these donors 
will enable us to contribute over $10,000 to the LCM 
budget to help underwrite music expenses for 
additional section leaders and special musical projects. 
In addition, anonymous donors have given funds to 
upgrade and furnish the study and to make much-
needed repairs to the Schantz pipe organ. I would like 
to personally thank these generous friends! 

David York, Minister of Music 

December Benevolence Project 
 

 
 

For our Christmas benevolence effort on behalf of 
others, we are collecting basic baby supplies to be 
donated to the Westside Food Bank. Families with 
infants are always in need of formula, jars of baby food 
and diapers. Families in need, with little ones, may go 
without these basic supplies. In honor of the infant 
Christ, let us love the innocent infants of our time. 
Please consider giving generously throughout 
December.  

Holiday Services At LCM 
 

You, your Friends and Family are invited to join us. 
 

Advent Worship with Lessons & Carols 
~December 13th 11:00am~ 

 
Christmas Eve Service with Candle Light 

~December 24th 7:30pm~ 
 

Worship on Christmas Day 
at St. Andrews 

~December 25th 10:00am~ 
Held at 11555 National Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90064 

 

Annual Christmas Tea! 
 

This is our annual "Proper Christmas Tea" - you won't 
want to miss it. 

 
Saturday, December 19th, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. 

Ye Old King’s Head  
at 116 Santa Monica Blvd. in Santa Monica. 

 
Everyone is welcome! Please call Barbara 
Browning at (310) 393-6844 by December 
16th so we can reserve the room. Looking 
forward to seeing you there!  

 

Christmas Workday 
 

On December 19th we will have our 
Christmas "work" day at Lutheran 
Church of The Master. We will trim the 
Christmas trees, decorate the church for 
Christmas, and do anything else needed 

to get the church ready for Christmas. The day will 
start at 9:00 a.m. with a light breakfast and end at 
12:00 p.m. 



Flower Chart 
 

 
 

December 6 Open 
December 13 Open 
December 20 Bettijune Fanning, 

in honor of Ray Fanning’s birthday 
celebration. 

December 24 Barbara Browning, 
in memory of her father, Albert 
Browning. 

December 27 Open 
 

If you wish to memorialize someone or an event, please 
note that with your name on the flower chart. Just a 
reminder that the cost is $20 for a single vase and 
$40 for both vases. When paying for the flowers, 
please include the payment in your offering envelope 
and make sure to write “flowers” on the envelope. 

 

75th Anniversary 
Fundraising Campaign 

 
As part of our 75th Anniversary Celebration, Lutheran 
Church of The Master is hosting a special fundraising 
opportunity. The money will go toward a major capital 
improvement project for the church, with the balance 
going to the LCM Foundation. We have exceeded our 
goal to raise $75,000 with commitments of $117,300. 
Thank You! 
 
It's not too late to participate, however, as we will be 
accepting donations and pledges through the rest of 
2015. Your donation can be given in one of three ways: 
 
1. Outright gifts (please write “75th Anniversary 
Campaign” on your envelope or on the memo line of 
your check) 
2. Five-year pledges (please fill out a pledge form 
which are available from the church) 
3. Planned bequest/estate trust gift – Please contact 
Emily Jackson-Yano 
 

Please contact a member of the Stewardship 
Committee if you have any questions. 

God Bless, 
The Stewardship Committee 

 

Masters Notes 
By Email 

 
Do you want to help the environment by saving paper? 
If you do not already do so, you can still sign up to 
have your Master Notes delivered to you through your 
email? If you would like to be added to the list, contact 
us at mastersnotes@lutheran.churchofthemaster.org. 

Annual Election and Budget 
Meeting 

Sunday December 13th 
 

 
 

On Sunday December 13th, the Congregation will 
gather immediately after worship for the Annual 
Budget and Election Meeting. Business to be discussed 
at this meeting include the proposed 2016 budget; 
nominations for the Officers, Congregation Council, 
and Synod Assembly Voting Members.  
 
The second matter pertains to the Foundation: 
reinvestment of income and growth, and as a 
consequence a decision on how to distribute money. 
This has to do with changes to Article 3.3 of the 
Lutheran Church of The Master Foundation bylaws. 
We look forward to seeing you all at the meeting!  

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Sunday - December 13th – 7:00 p.m. 

	

	
	

The Choir of Lutheran Church of The Master and 
String Orchestra Project will perform Camille Saint-
Saens' Christmas Oratorio, a rarely performed gem for 
solo singers, SATB choir, harp, organ and strings. 
 
String Orchestra Project (SOP) is the chamber 
orchestra which rehearses here at the church. 
 
In addition, SOP will perform some unusual and 
forgotten works by composers W.A. Mozart, Lili 
Boulanger, Olivier Messiaen and George 
Crumb inspired by Christmas and the birth of Jesus.  
 
Soloists and performers include LCM Minister of 
Music and organist David York, pianist and SOP 
Music Director Lorenzo Marasso, alto Gretchen 
Johnson, baritone Shuo Zhai, harpist Liesl Erman, 
violinist Ken Aiso, cellist Yoshika Masuda and pianist 
Valeria Morgovskaya. The Saint-Saens will also 
feature LCM soloists Daniel Cheng, Kelci Hahn, 
Katherine Laursen, Aubrey Scarr, Greg Sliskovich, 
and Alexis Wesley. 
 
The concert will take place at LCM on Sunday, 
December 13th at 7:00 p.m. Free entrance with a 
suggested donation of $20.  



Come To Our Meetings 
 

All Council and other Committee meetings are open 
meetings. Anyone may attend the meetings to observe 
the proceedings as a guest and is welcome to request 
voice from the chair. The Council is posting the 
Council meeting agenda, minutes, and reports in the 
Parish House for your information. If you have any 
questions about the meetings or materials, please 
consult with Kevin or Pastor. Our next Council 
meeting will be on Saturday, December 12th starting at 
9:00 a.m. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 

Sunday Bible Study 
 

 
 

You can study the Bible every Sunday morning! We 
Meet at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish House and study each 
week's lessons in advance of the service with Pastor 
Ittu.  Our study of the Bible is in keeping with our 
Synod's commitment to the ELCA initiative "Book of 
Faith: Lutherans Read the Bible."  Come, grab a donut 
and a cup of coffee, and experience the power of 
scripture! 

 

Our Prayer List 
 

 
 

We keep in prayer: Abbas, Tod Abrams, Ali, Arash, 
Ardavan, Fariba, Roya, Soraya, Yasaman, David 
Arriola, Gina Beretta, Barbara Bombach, Francoise 
Campoverde, Emma Lou Candow, Victoria and J. W. 
Chavier Sr, Andrew Crean, Edita Cabacungan 
Donnelly and Family, Terri Duggan, Ali Farzinkia, 
Ladante Fisher, John Hunt, Ted and Lynne Jackson, 
Cpl. Adam Johnson, Betty Johnson, Merle Johnson, 
Rossen Kirilov, Dotty Knight, Elizabeth Kovac, 
Jonathan Kovac, B. J. Lange, Gisela Marx, Steve 
Newberry, the family of Amber Paul, Rachel and her 
unborn child, Harley Rockoff, Theodore Roehrs, 
Millie Rojas, Rosamelida Sandoval, Bryan Sanders, 
John Savage, Hilary Smith, Alireza Soulati, Helena 
Stark, Peter Stackhouse, Polina Tashlitskaya, Vi 
Venter, Kent Weed, William White, Wayne Williams, 
Hideto Yano, the plight of the Syrian people, members 
of our AA Groups. 
Names may be added to the prayer list by filling out a prayer card in 

the pew racks or by contacting the office by email. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for 3 months. 

Simply Giving 
 

You may wish to consider making your contributions 
online. Contributions may be made to Lutheran 
Church of The Master with the secure Electronic 
Giving service of Vanco Services and Thrivent for 
Lutherans, using the Simply Giving link on the church 
website: 

lutheran.churchofthemaster.org 
click on the Give Online tab. 

 
There is no cost to you for this program. You may 
donate to the church either in one-time contributions 
or in an ongoing arrangement for regular offerings.  
You may have your offerings debited directly from 
your checking or savings account or from your credit 
card - you manage the donation frequency and the 
donation amount for each fund you wish to support. 
Register by clicking on the Give Online tab to 
communicate directly and securely with Vanco 
Services. If you have questions or need assistance, 
please contact the church office (310) 473-1055. 

 

Community Law Clinic 
 

We are pleased to continue to host 
the Khosravi-Malakouti Community 
Law Clinic on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of every Month from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Parish 
House 

 
Attorneys John Khosravi and Parviz Malakouti are be 
available to answer your questions regarding your legal 
problems. Each clinic participant will receive a private 
15-minute session to ask questions about a wide variety 
of civil legal matters. Criminal law issues will not be 
addressed at the clinic. The service is completely free 
of charge to participants. Languages spoken include 
English, Spanish, Persian, and French. Parviz 
Malakouti is a California licensed attorney and a 
graduate of UCLA and the University of Miami School 
of Law. John Khosravi is a California licensed 
attorney and a graduate of UCLA and Loyola Law 
School. 

 

Fellowship Brunch 
 

 
 

Are you interested in contributing something to our 
weekly fellowship brunch such as sandwiches, pizza, 
dessert, or anything of your liking? If so, please 
contact Barbara at (310) 393-6844. 
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Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

Every Sunday 
 
Bible Study         10:00 a.m. 
Choir Warm-up 10:28 a.m. 
Worship              11:00 a.m. 
Fellowship          12:15 p.m. 

December 2015 Calendar 
 

Please refer to CALENDAR at http://lutheran.churchofthemaster.org for updates. 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Mondays – Closed 

Tuesday – Friday - 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  

  1 

 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

2 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m. Parish House 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

3 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

 

4 5 

6 

 
 
 
 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
4:00-7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

7 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary  

10 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
7:00-10:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

12 
Council/Budget and 
Finance Meeting 
   9:00 a.m. 
 
String Orchestra Project 
and LCM Choir Rehearsal 
1:00-5:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

13 
Advent 

Lessons and Carrols 
Service 

 

Annual Election and 
Budget Meeting 
After Worship 

 
LCM Choir and String 

Orchestra Project 
Concert 

7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

14 15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

16 
 
 
 
 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m. Parish House 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

17 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

18 19 
Christmas Work Day 
   9:00 a.m.  
 
Annual Holiday Tea 
   1:00 p.m. 
 

20 
 
 
 

 

21 22 

 
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

23 
Masters Notes 

articles 
due in office. 

 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

24 
Christmas Eve 

Worship 
7:30 p.m. 

 

25  
Christmas Day 

Worship 
at St. Andrews 

10:00 a.m. 

 

26 

27 
 

28 29 

 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

30 31 
 
No Choir Rehearsal 

 

December Birthdays 
 

Daniel Cheng - December 4th 
Ray Fanning – December 14th 

Wayne Wetts – December 22nd 
Sara Foss – December 23rd 



Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

December 2015 Schedule 
 

(Subject to Change) 
 

USHERS READERS ASSISTANT COUNTERS 
December 6 December 6 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 6 December 6 

Maria Gustafsson Grant Millie Rojas 
Malachi 3:1-4 

and 
Philippians 1:3-11 

Emily Jackson-Yano Emily Jackson-Yano 

Charlotte Johnson  Ronald Nickel 
   
   

December 13 December 13 
Third Sunday of Advent 

December 13 December 13 

Bryan Yamasaki Lessons and Carols 
Kim Hedlin, Katherine Hunt, 

Tom Jacobson, 
John Johnson, Juile Johnson 

Tom Jacobson Tom Jacobson 
Richard Levine  Joshua Nickel 
   
   

December 20 December 20 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 20 December 20 

Julie Johnson Amanda Bialek 
Micah 5:2-5a 

and 
Hebrews 10:5-10 

Yalda Riahi Emily Jackson-Yano 
Carlos Valera  Maria Gustafsson Grant 
   
   

December 24 December 24 
Christmas Eve 

December 24 December 24 

Fred Ascher Deborah Kovac 
and 

Fred Ascher 

  
Carlos Valera   
   

   

December 27 December 27 
First Sunday of Christmas 

December 27 December 27 

Kevin Grant Kyle Clower 
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

and 
Colossiana 3:12-17 

Deborah Kovac Barbara Browning 
Maria Gustafsson Grant  Maria Gustafsson Grant 
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