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From the Pastor 
 

We are what church growth experts call a “Family” 
church.  This is a church with 50 or less people 
participating in the life of the community.  In this kind 
of church that is usually only one social circle.  
Everyone knows everyone.  At its best, everyone helps 
everyone.  You can call up anyone to grab a bite and 
chat.  At its worst, everyone is in everyone’s business.   
The key to having a happy small “family” church is to 
have an open circle where new people can join in the 
fun.  There can’t be tests that people have to pass to 
become part of the in crowd.  People have to be 
trusted, risks have to be taken.  Everyone, new and 
old, needs to see the best in each other, give each other 
opportunities to put the best of themselves out there to 
contribute and be appreciated.  This is how small 
churches grow to about 60. 
 

But we need to grow to 100.  The kind of ministry 
people dream of at our church with beautiful music, a 
visible building, a full time pastor, study and service 
opportunities for many ages…  all this takes at 
minimum 100 people to sustain with gifts of time and 
money.   
 

The way small “family” churches grow past 50 or 60 
people is by allowing second and even eventually a 
third social circle develop.  Allowing and encouraging 
a small group of friends to bind together, develop their 
own ways of doing things, and let them change us, 
change our church, for the better.  Part of our 6 year 
plan is to grow with young adults.  We will allow and 
encourage young adults in their 20s and 30s to make a 
difference in our church, but we must be worth their 
time by making a difference in their lives.  We must 
give them the encouragement and friends it takes to 
make it in our LA. 

Ioan Ittu, Pastor 

From the President 
 

Highlights from the January church council meeting: 
 

On January 8th, we had a Budget and Finance Meeting 
and a Church Council meeting on the same night. It 
made for a long evening, but it was very productive. 
We decided to continue with this format, at least for 
the time being. 
 

And by popular demand, there will be another game 
night on Feb 16th.  No gambling! 

Kevin Grant, President 
 

 
 

2013 Church Council 
 

Kevin Grant ‘13 - President 
Barbara Browning ’14 – Vice President 
Maria Gustafsson Grant ’13 - Secretary 

Kenneth Roehrs ’13 - Treasurer 
Emily Jackson-Yano ‘14 

Sara McGah ‘14 
Joshua Nickel ‘13 

Bryan Yamasaki ‘13 
Ioan Ittu, Pastor 

 
 

Financial Update  
 

In January we received $13,213.00 in donations, 
which is 7.96% of our offering goal of $166,050.00 for 
2013.  We are off to a good start in meeting our budget 
– thank you! 

Emily Jackson-Yano, Financial Secretary 

Craig Shepherd  2000 



From the 
Minister of Music 

 

 
 

“We don’t observe Lent at the Crystal Cathedral,” said 
a member of the Schuller team many years ago.  “For 
us Lent means ‘Let’s Eliminate Negative Thinking!’” 
Lent may have negative associations for some since it is 
associated with confession, humility and self-denial but 
it encompasses much more than this. 
 

The season of Lent, culminating in Holy Week, offers 
the church an opportunity to remember and respond to 
the death of Christ.  It is a time of spiritual preparation 
during which we recall the whole life, teachings and 
ministry of Jesus.  There are special opportunities for 
prayer, renewal and meditation on the meaning of 
Easter. 
 

The Lenten Season begins Ash Wednesday (this year 
February 13th) and is so-called because, traditionally, 
ashes taken from the charred remains of the previous 
years’ Palm Sunday palm branches are used to make 
the sign of the cross on believers’ foreheads. Lent lasts 
40 days plus the six Sundays in Lent.  The number 40 
is symbolic of the time Jesus spent in the wilderness 
before beginning his public ministry.  One other 
symbol of the season is the color purple, which signifies 
penitence, humility and suffering. 
 

Lent and Advent are favorite liturgical seasons of mine 
because I have found that, particularly as I grow older, 
the anticipation of an event is sometimes as meaningful 
as the event itself. The waiting and period of 
expectation help make Christmas and Easter all the 
richer. There are many events scheduled at LCM to 
help us prepare for the Easter season.  I pray that this 
will be a time of prayer, commitment and spiritual 
growth for all of us. 
 

As a choir and congregation we are fortunate to have a 
number of section leaders/soloists who each bring 
unique skills and style to support the music program. 
This month we feature soprano Katie Perkins: 
 

Katie is a third year undergraduate at UCLA.  She studies 
vocal performance with Vladimir Chernov and music education 
under Dr. Frank Heuser.  She grew up in a little surf city in 
southern Orange County where the only opera company within 
30 miles closed down due to lack of funding.  Nevertheless, she 
pursued her love of opera to LA.  Katie intends to finish her 
undergraduate degrees in spring 2014 and then go on to get a 
masters degree in vocal performance.  Katie also has a five-
year-old and a six-month-old sister back in her hometown. 
  

David York, Minister of Music 

Ash Wednesday Service 
February 13th 

 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday with a solemn call to 
fasting and repentance as we begin our journey to the 
baptismal waters of Easter.  We will commemorate 
Ash Wednesday here at Lutheran Church of The 
Master on February 13th, at 7:30 p.m. in worship with 
our partner congregation, Westwood Hills Con-
gregational Church.  Pastor Ittu and Pastor Linford 
will conduct the service and the imposition of ashes. 
 
 
 

Church of The Master 
6 Year Strategic Plan 

2013 - 2018 
 
On January 20, 2013, at the congregational meeting, 
the LCM Council presented a 6 Year Strategic Plan.  
The plan has 4 goals.  These goals were developed 
from meetings and input from the congregation.  The 
Steering Committee developed the goals from the 
input.  The Steering Committee includes Pastor Ittu, 
Kevin Grant, Amanda Bialek, Kenneth Roehrs, Robin 
Nickel and Barbara Browning. 
 

Goal 1.   To grow our congregation to 100 people 
in worship from 2013 to 2018. 

Goal 2.   To improve the visibility of Lutheran 
Church of The Master to those traveling 
on Santa Monica Boulevard. 

Goal 3.   To provide for the safety of the public 
and maintain and improve the grounds 
and property of Lutheran Church of The 
Master. 

Goal 4.   To be good stewards of the assets of 
Lutheran Church of The Master in order 
to provide stability and viability. 

 

Everyone is needed to make these goals a reality.  Keep 
your eyes and ears open for more to come on how you 
can participate. 

Barbara Browning 
 
 
 

Masters Notes 
Website and email 

  
The Masters Notes church newsletter is available on 
the church website at "About LCM" -  "News" -
  "Newsletters" and we are now able to send an 
electronic copy to your email address.  If you wish to 
receive the Masters Notes by email, please contact the 
office. 
 



February Fun Event: 
Game Night 

 
 

 
 

On February 16th, LCM will be having another "Game 
Night" in the Parish House. The night will start at 6:00 
p.m. and will include supper.  For those who have 
never been to a game night, this is a night that we all 
get together and play board games, have a good time 
laughing, and just enjoying each other's company.  So 
please put this date on your calendar and plan on 
coming out for a night of good food, good friends, and 
good fun. 
 
 
 

LCM Online 
 

 
 

Have you been to LCM's website lately? Pastor's 
sermons and recent choir anthems and solos have been 
uploaded. Click on the "Staff" button to see what is 
new. Go to: lutheran.churchofthemaster.org. 
 
Also, we have been working on our Facebook page: 
Lutheran Church of The Master. We are adding a little 
facebook post every so often called "Parish 
Happenings" about the fun little stuff that happens 
during the week that people might not know about our 
little church. 

 
 
 

To Contact Pastor Ittu  
 
 

 
 

To meet with Pastor, contact him directly at his church 
e-mail address: iittu@lutheran.churchofthemaster.org 
You may also call the church office - Pastor has his 
own church voice mail - to leave him a private message 
just call (310) 473-1055 and after the outgoing message 
begins, press 2 and the # key. 
 
 

 
Council And Finance 
Meeting Information 

 
All Council, Budget and Finance, and other Committee 
meetings are open meetings. Anyone may attend the 
meetings to observe the proceedings as a guest and is 
welcome to request voice from the chair. The Council 
is posting the Council meeting agenda, minutes, and 
reports in the Parish House for your information. If 
you have any questions about the meetings or 
materials, please consult with Kevin or Pastor. 
 
 
 

Do you like to knit? 
. . . Want to learn? 

 

 
 

We will be meeting on February 16th to knit or learn to 
knit together. Please come to knit together in the 
Parish House at 11:00 a.m. - a light lunch will be 
served. If you are interested or if you have any 
questions, please contact Barbara Browning at (310) 
393-6844. 
 
 

Flower Chart 
 

 
 

February  3 Open 
February 10 Open 
February 17 Ioan Ittu, in honor of Valentines Day. 
February 24 Open 

 
Lots of Sundays are available!  The flower chart is 
ready for 2013 and there are plenty of dates still 
available. Please consider donating the altar flowers for 
worship. If you wish to memorialize someone or an 
event, please note that with your name on the flower 
chart. Just a reminder that the cost is $15 for a 
single vase and $30 for both vases. When paying for 
the flowers, please include the payment in your 
offering envelope and make sure to write “flowers” on 
the envelope. (Please note that the office will not be 
carrying forward your donation dates from last year, so 
you will need to sign up for the dates you wish to 
donate or let the office know.) 

 



Sunday Bible Study 
 

 
 

You can study the Bible every Sunday morning!   
Meet at 9:45 a.m. in the Parish House and study each 
week's lessons in advance of the service with Pastor 
Ittu.  Our study of the Bible is in keeping with our 
Synod's commitment to the ELCA initiative "Book of 
Faith: Lutherans Read the Bible."  Come, grab a donut 
and a cup of coffee, and experience the power of 
scripture! 

 
 
 

Fellowship Brunch 
 

Are you interested in contributing something to our 
weekly fellowship brunch such as sandwiches, pizza, 
dessert, or anything of your liking? If so, please 
contact the church office by Friday at noon or call 
Barbara at (310) 393-6844. 

 
 
 

Devotional Booklets 
 

Remember!  The January - March edition of the 
Christ In Our Home devotional booklet is available in 
the pew racks and in the narthex.  The Large print 
edition is also available in the narthex.  Be sure to take 
your copy!  

 
 

Simply Giving 
 

You may wish to consider making your 2013 
contributions online.  Contributions may be made to 
Lutheran Church of The Master with the secure 
Electronic Giving service of Vanco Services and 
Thrivent for Lutherans, using the Simply Giving link 
on the church website: 

lutheran.churchofthemaster.org 
click on the Onling Giving tab. 

 
There is no cost to you for this program.  You may 
donate to the church either in one-time contributions 
or in an ongoing arrangement for regular offerings.  
You may have your offerings debited directly from 
your checking or savings account or from your credit 
card - you manage the donation frequency and the 
donation amount for each fund you wish to support. 
Register by clicking on the Simply Giving - Give Now 
to communicate directly and securely with Vanco 
Services. If you have questions or need assistance, 
please contact the church office (310) 473-1055. 

Our Prayer List  
 

 
 

Peggy Anderson 
Barbara Bombach (mother of Larry Bonbach) 

Julie and Patrick Brown (friends of Peggy Anderson) 
Emma Lou Candow 

Martic Colman (nephew of Mary and John Savage) 
Robert Eurice (nephew of Peggy Anderson) 

Claudia Esperanza 
Marvin Frank (grandfather of Griffith Frank) 

Virginia Frank (mother of Griffith Frank) 
Bennie Goings (cousin of Ramone Muñoz) 

The family and friends of Willard (Bill) Hasbrouck 
(cousin of Kenneth Roehrs) 

Leah Hoffmitz (friend of Tom Jacobson) 
Lois Jackson (mother of Emily Jackson-Yano) 

LCpl. Adam Johnson, USMC 
(brother of Julie Johnson) 

Daryl Johnson (father of Julie Johnson) 
Jason Johnson, US Army (cousin of Julie Johnson)  

Merle Johnson (grandfather of Julie Johnson)  
Pastor Ray Kibler 

Jonathan Kovac (brother of Deborah Kovac) 
Gisela Marx 

Bonnie Mound (cousin of Tina Appel)  
Janice Newberry (family of Steve Newberry) 

Erma Delores Nickel 
Pastor Carlos Paiva 

Paula (friend of Larry Bombach) 
Fred Rassey (friend of Robin Nickel) 

Millie Ross-Clunis Stephens 
(friend of Sarah and Dave Knickerbocker) 

Ernie Vasquez (partner of Larry Bombach) 
The family and friends of Susie Vasquez 

(mother of Ernie Vasquez) 
Sara Victoria 

Frances Willms 
Hideto Yano (father-in-law of Emily Jackson-Yano) 

The plight of the Syrian Peoples 
Members of the AA Groups 

Our neighbors at Mt. Olive Lutheran, as their 
congregation calls a new pastor. 
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Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

Every Sunday 
 

Bible Study    9:45 a.m. 
Choir Warm-up 
                      10:29 a.m. 
Worship         11:00 a.m. 
Brunch          12:00 p.m. 

February 2013 Calendar  

 
 

Please refer to CALENDAR at http://lutheran.churchofthemaster.org for updates. 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday - 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
February Birthdays 

 
Jackie Savage – February 4th 
Charles Peruchini – February 9th 
John Dahl – February 12th 
Alexis Wesley – February 23rd 

   1 2 

3 
 
 
Sunday Chamber Group 
Rehearsal 
   2-5 p.m.  Sanctuary 

4 5  
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
   7:30 p.m.    Sanctuary 

6 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

7 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

8 9 
Men's Bible Breakfast 
       at Mt. Olive 
   8:00 a.m. 

 
10  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday Chamber Group 
Rehearsal 
   2-5 p.m.  Sanctuary 

11 12  
Budget and Finance 
Meeting 
   6:00 p.m. 
 
Council Meeting 
   7:30 p.m. 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
   7:30 p.m.    Sanctuary 

13 
Ash Wednesday 

Service 
7:30 p.m. at LCM 

 
Choir Rehearsal 
     After the service 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Parish House 

14 
 
 
 
 
NO Choir Rehearsal 

15  16  
Knitting Group 
   11:00 a.m. 
 
February Fun Event: 
Game Night w/ Dinner 
   6:00 p.m. 

 

17  
 
 
 
Sunday Chamber Group 
Rehearsal 
   2-5 p.m.  Sanctuary 

18 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
   7:30 p.m.    Sanctuary 

20 
Masters Notes 

articles 
due in office. 

 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

21 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

22 23 
 

24  
 
 
Sunday Chamber Group 
Rehearsal 
   2-5 p.m.  Sanctuary 

25  26 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
   7:30 p.m.    Sanctuary 

27  
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

28 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
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Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

February 2013 Schedule 
 

(Subject to Change) 
 
 

USHERS ACOLYTE READERS ASSISTANT COUNTERS 
February 3 February 3 February 3 February 3 February 3 

Maria Gustafsson Grant Jeremy Nickel Tom Jacobson 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 

and 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 

Deborah Kovac Barbara Browning 

Julie Johnson   Ronald Nickel 
    
    

February 10 February 10 February 10 February 10 February 10 
Emily Jackson-Yano  Amanada Bialek 

Exodus 34:29-35 
and 

2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Tom Jacobson Emily Jackson-Yano 
Robin Nickel   Tom Jacobson 
    
    

February 17 February 17 February 17 February 17 February 17 
Maria Gustafsson Grant Jeremy Nickel Charlene MacKenzie 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
and 

Romans 10: 8b-13 
First Sunday in Lent 

Deborah Kovac Sara McGah 
Julie Johnson   Joshua Nickel 
    
    

February 24 February 24 February 24 February 24 February 24 
Emily Jackson-Yano Jeremy Nickel Barbara Browning 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
and 

Philippians 3:17—4:1 
Second Sunday in Lent 

Emily Jackson-Yano Maria Gustafsson Grant 
Robin Nickel   Millie Rojas 
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