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From the St. Paul’s Intern 
 

Many people think about a church as a place of 
welcome for every person who will walk through its 
doors. We hang banners welcoming people to church, 
we sing songs about our God who makes room for 
each one of us, and we go out of our way to introduce 
ourselves to visitors when we see them sitting next to 
us in worship. 
 
Some people think that the welcome that the church 
gives begins with the pastor. The pastor’s hospitable 
presence in leading worship can convey that this 
church is a place for all people. While this may be true, 
it is even more true that any welcome we extend to 
others originates in the welcome God has already 
extended to us. We all need, and we all receive, God’s 
own welcome and embrace. 
 
So let’s not forget that pastors need to find welcome as 
well. They, too, need to be invited in to take part in a 
congregation’s life, usually via a letter of call. And right 
now, across our church (the ELCA), some pastors 
have a hard time finding a church that will extend that 
welcome in the form of a letter of call. 
 
Many of these pastors are LGBT (lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender) people. They have received 
a call from God, their candidacy committees have 
recognized that they have gifts that will enable them to 
lead congregations, and yet many congregations are 
reluctant to hire them or host them as an intern before 
they are ordained. There is nothing wrong with these 
candidates. They suffer at the inability of many 
congregations to bridge the gap between committing to 
welcoming all people and doing the hard work of 
welcome. 
 

As a bisexual man interning at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, Santa Monica, I give thanks that the 
communities here in Southern California have been 
doing the risky and wonderful work of welcoming 
LGBT people to participate in the life of faith, 
including in positions of pastoral leadership. I know 
this work takes much time, conversation, funding, and, 
of course, prayer. I praise God for congregations like 
Lutheran Church of The Master which have risked 
welcoming LGBT people into their church, for that 
welcome has been extended loudly and clearly to me. 
Thank you for your gifts to me this year: funding for 
my position, a volunteer (Barbara Browning) who 
serves on my internship committee, and openness to 
letting me preach at LCM. I look forward to meeting 
you in person when I am with you in worship on 
Transfiguration Sunday (February 15). 

In Christ,  
Vicar Joel Bergeland!

 
Ash Wednesday Service 

February 18th 
 

 
 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday with a solemn call to 
fasting and repentance as we begin our journey to the 
baptismal waters of Easter. We will commemorate Ash 
Wednesday here at Lutheran Church of The Master on 
February 18th, at 7:30 p.m. in worship with our partner 
congregation, Westwood Hills Congregational Church. 
Pastor Ittu and Pastor Linford will conduct the service 
and the imposition of ashes. 

Craig Shepherd  2000 



From the President 
 

For those of you who didn’t know, we’ve had a couple 
of dumpster fires in the last three weeks. They appear 
to have been deliberately set. 
 
The first was on Monday January 12th. At about four 
o’clock in the morning, someone on a bicycle noticed 
that our dumpster was on fire and called the fire 
department. We reviewed the security cameras and we 
can see the person riding north on Kelton looking 
down into the alley. He gets off of his bike and actually 
pulls our dumpster out of the alley and pushes it into 
Kelton to prevent the church from catching on fire. 
The Fire Department arrives five minutes later and 
puts the fire out. We are extremely grateful to this 
person but we haven’t found a way to contact him. 
 
When we did the initial surveillance camera project, 
we were running short of money and didn’t put a 
camera directly in the alleyway. One of our original 
cameras does have a view of the east entrance of the 
alley from Kelton, and we hoped we could rely on 
Porsche’s cameras for video of anyone entering the 
alley from the west side. But unfortunately, for the 
January 12th incident, we couldn’t see anyone entering 
the alleyway from our cameras and neither could 
Porsche. We started talking about adding cameras. 
 
Six days later, Sunday morning January 18th at 2:00 
a.m., there was a second dumpster fire and the Fire 
Department came out again. This time you could 
clearly see soot on the side of the parish house and it 
made us worried. That morning we made a decision to 
add additional cameras for the alleyway and relocate 
the dumpster away from the church. We made a plea 
to the congregation to contribute funds for that project 
during the service. 
 
On Monday and Tuesday, Pastor Ittu had time to 
study the video from the second fire carefully. He was 
able to identify a homeless person we know entering 
and leaving the alleyway from Kelton shortly before 
the fire. Pastor has shared this extremely strong 
circumstantial evidence with the arson investigators. 
So far, we haven’t heard back from them. 
 
On Wednesday Jan 21st, we received two additional 
cameras from Amazon. Pastor Ittu and I tacked up one 
camera that night to cover the alley. On Saturday, 
Pastor, Joshua and I got both cameras correctly 
installed with conduit. We also spoke to a contractor 
about cutting into the wrought iron fence along the 
alley to make a permanent indentation for the 
dumpster and a concrete pad away from the church. 
 
In the meantime we have a new dumpster with a metal 
lid that won’t burn through like the plastic ones did 

and we’re keeping it out of the alley, away from the 
church and in clear view of our cameras. 
 
I want to thank Pastor Ittu, Joshua, Sara, and Robin 
for their help with this problem. 

Kevin Grant, President 
 

Financial Update 
 

 
This past month donations to the general account 
totalled $7,431.01, which is 4.95% of our 2015 budget 
goal of $150,000. 

Emily Jackson-Yano, Financial Secretary 
 

From the  
Minister of Music  

 
THEY WROTE THAT? 
 
We find some of the most beautiful and poetic portions 
of scripture in the Psalms. Psalm 23 — “The Lord is 
My Shepherd” – and Psalm 121 — “I Lift My Eyes to 
the Hills” and many others contain beloved messages 
of comfort and inspiration. 
 
But I’m intrigued by passages of the psalms used in our 
three-year cycle of lectionary readings that are not as 
familiar. Some verses, with their colorful imagery, 
don’t always make it into the musical settings we sing 
on Sundays. Here are a few favorites: 
 
Psalm 107 - They reeled and staggered like drunkards 
and were at their wits end. 
 
Psalm 49 - For we see that the wise die also; like the 
dull and stupid they perish. 
 
Psalm 32 - Do not be like the horse or mule, which 
have no understanding; who must be fitted with a bit 
and bridle, or else they will not stay with you. 
 
Psalm 62 - Those of high degree are but a fleeting 
breath, even those of low estate cannot be trusted. 
 
Psalm 22 - But as for me, I am a worm and no man, 
scorned by all and despised by the people. 
 
Psalm 22 - Many young bulls surround me; strong 
bulls of Basham surround me….packs of dogs close me 
in. 
 
Psalm 104 - There move the ships, and there is that 
great Leviathan, which you have made for the sport of 
it. 

(continued on next page) 



Psalm 69 - Those who sit at the gate murmur against 
me, and the drunkards make songs about me. 
 
Psalm 31 - I have become a reproach to all my enemies 
and even to my neighbors,…when they see me in the 
street they avoid me. 
 
Psalm 41 - Even my best friend, whom I trusted, who 
broke bread with me, has lifted up his heel and turned 
against me. 
 

 
Former tenor section leader Jeff Fichtner was 
awarded a $500 scholarship by the LCM Foundation 
to be used toward his vocal studies at the École 
Normale de Musique de Paris, a private conservatory 
in Paris. Jeff responded to the gift with the following 
blog post: 
 
I can't begin to describe, in any finite grouping of words, how 
much LCM has had an impact on my life.  Just days before I 
moved to Paris, I felt compelled to visit and volunteer, 
unannounced.  The repertoire is similar year to year, so 
rehearsing some of the same songs flooded my mind with 
unforgettable memories.  It was heart-warming to see those I 
had come to cherish as brothers and sisters over the course of a 
long and beautiful year performing together. 
 
To my LCM family: thank you for continually inspiring me. 
You will all continue to dwell in my heart no matter where my 
life might take me, and I thank you for the love you have 
relentlessly shown me.  God bless you. 

David York, Minister of Music 
 

Flower Chart 
 

 
 

February 1 Open 
February 8 Open 
February 15 Open 
February 18 Open 
February 22 Open 

 
If you wish to memorialize someone or an event, please 
note that with your name on the flower chart. Just a 
reminder that the cost is $20 for a single vase and 
$40 for both vases. When paying for the flowers, 
please include the payment in your offering envelope 
and make sure to write “flowers” on the envelope. 

 
 

LCM is 75 Years Old in 2015! 
 

This year will be a year of celebrations for Lutheran 
Church of The Master. Each month we will be 
celebrating a part of the history of LCM and 
celebrating accomplishments made throughout the 75 
years. 
 
Our first decade, the 1940’s, will be celebrated on 
Sunday, February 15th. Attend worship and coffee 
hour to learn about the very beginning of Lutheran 
Church of The Master, as written by our Founding 
Pastor, The Reverend Sterling Candow. There will be 
music from the 1940s and pictures depicting the 
building and organizing activities as well as pictures of 
our founding families. After worship enjoy a luncheon 
featuring delights that were served during the 1940’s. 
Have you ever tasted spam? 
 

Mark the date! 
February 15th at Lutheran Church of The Master 

 
Come To Our Meetings 

 

 
 

All Council, Budget and Finance, and other Committee 
meetings are open meetings. Anyone may attend the 
meetings to observe the proceedings as a guest and is 
welcome to request voice from the chair. The Council 
is posting the Council meeting agenda, minutes, and 
reports in the Parish House for your information. If 
you have any questions about the meetings or 
materials, please consult with Kevin or Pastor. Our 
next Council & Budget and Finance meeting will be on 
Saturday, February 14th starting at 9:00 a.m. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 
Come to our Craft Day 

 

 
 

We will meet on February 21st to knit or paint or do 
any other crafts you may like to do. This is a time to 
come together and enjoy each other’s company while 
doing crafts we love. Come to the Parish House at 
11:00 a.m. - a light lunch will be served. If you are 
interested or if you have any questions, please contact 
Barbara Browning at (310) 393-6844. 

 
 



Our Prayer List  
 

 
 

We keep in prayer: Arash; Ardavan; David Arriola; 
Gina Beretta; Barbara Bombach; Emma Lou Candow; 
Carol Clarke; Andrew Crean; Faye Daroeian; Debbie 
Delmonte; Terri Duggan; Robert Duvall; Jane Fan 
and Alex Lin and family; Karen Friedman; Lois 
Jackson; Ted and Lynne Jackson; LCpl. Adam 
Johnson; Betty Johnson; Alex Kasirer; Irwin Keyes; 
Lydia Kisha; Deborah Kovac; Elizabeth Kovac; 
Jonathan Kovac; Charlene MacKenzie; Amy 
Manning; Gisela Marx; Mohsen; Susan Mortarelli; 
Steve Newberry; Joe Orue; Harley Rockoff; 
Rosamelida Sandoval; John Savage; Brian Sedlak; 
Douglas Sedlak; Kathie Shinholster; Hilary Smith; 
Helena Stark; Kent Weed; Ann Wright; The plight of 
the Syrian people; Members of our AA Groups. 

 
Names may be added to the prayer list by filling out a prayer card in 

the pew racks or by contacting the office by email. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for 3 months. 

 
To Contact Pastor Ittu  

 

 
 

To meet with Pastor, contact him directly at his church 
e-mail address: iittu@lutheran.churchofthemaster.org. 
You may also call the church office - Pastor has his 
own church voice mail - to leave him a private message 
just call (310) 473-1055 and after the outgoing message 
begins, press 2 and the # key. 

 
Sunday Bible Study 

 

 
 

You can study the Bible every Sunday morning! We 
Meet at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish House and study each 
week's lessons in advance of the service with Pastor 
Ittu. Our study of the Bible is in keeping with our 
Synod's commitment to the ELCA initiative "Book of 
Faith: Lutherans Read the Bible." Come, grab a donut 
and a cup of coffee, and experience the power of 
scripture! 

 

Community Law Clinic 
 

We are pleased to continue to host the Khosravi-
Malakouti Community Law Clinic on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of every Month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. in the Parish House 
 
Attorneys John Khosravi and Parviz Malakouti will be 
available to answer your questions regarding your legal 
problems. Each clinic participant will receive a private 
15-minute session to ask questions about a wide variety 
of civil legal matters. Criminal law issues will not be 
addressed at the clinic. The service is completely free 
of charge to participants. Languages spoken include 
English, Spanish, Persian, and French. Parviz 
Malakouti is a California licensed attorney and a 
graduate of UCLA and the University of Miami School 
of Law. John Khosravi is a California licensed 
attorney and a graduate of UCLA and Loyola Law 
School. 

 
Simply Giving 

 
You may wish to consider making your 2015 
contributions online. Contributions may be made to 
Lutheran Church of The Master with the secure 
Electronic Giving service of Vanco Services and 
Thrivent for Lutherans, using the Simply Giving link 
on the church website: 

 
lutheran.churchofthemaster.org 

click on the Give Online tab. 
 

There is no cost to you for this program. You may 
donate to the church either in one-time contributions 
or in an ongoing arrangement for regular offerings.  
You may have your offerings debited directly from 
your checking or savings account or from your credit 
card - you manage the donation frequency and the 
donation amount for each fund you wish to support. 
Register by clicking on the Give Online tab to 
communicate directly and securely with Vanco 
Services. If you have questions or need assistance, 
please contact the church office (310) 473-1055. 

 
Fellowship Brunch 

 

 
 

Are you interested in contributing something to our 
weekly fellowship brunch such as sandwiches, pizza, 
dessert, or anything of your liking? If so, please 
contact the church office by Friday at noon or call 
Barbara at (310) 393-6844. 
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Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

Every 
Sunday 
 
Bible Study    10:00 a.m. 
Choir Warm-up 
                      10:28 a.m. 
Worship         11:00 a.m. 

February 2015 Calendar  

 
 

Please refer to CALENDAR at http://lutheran.churchofthemaster.org for updates. 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday - 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary  

5 
 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

6  7 

8  9 10  
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

11  
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

12 
 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

13 14 
Council/Budget and 
Finance Meeting 
   9:00 a.m. 

15  16 
 

17  
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

18  
Choir Rehearsal 
   6:45 p.m. 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Service 

7:30 p.m. at LCM 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Parish House 

19 
 
No Choir Rehearsal 

20  
 

Masters Notes 
articles 

due in office 

21 
Craft Day 
   11:00 a.m.  
 

22 23 24  
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

25  
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

26 
 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

27 28 

     February Birthdays 
 
Jackie Savagee – February 4th 
Jeffrey Fichtner – February 6th 

Charles Perichini – February 9th 

John Dahl – February 12th 
Alexis Wesley – February 23rd 



Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

February 2015 Schedule 
 

(Subject to Change) 
 

USHERS ACOLYTE READERS ASSISTANT COUNTERS 
February 1 February 1 February 1 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 1 February 1 

Julie Johnson Jeremy Nickel Kim Hedlin 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

and 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Deborah Kovac Barbara Browning 
Carlos Valera   Ronald Nickel 
    
    

February 8 February 8 February 8 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 8 February 8 

Kevin Grant  Jeremy Nickel Maria Gustafsson Grant 
Isaiah 40:21-31 

and 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

Yalda Riahi Sara McGah 
Bryan Yamasaki   Joshua Nickel 
    
    

February 15 February 15 February 15 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 

February 15 February 15 

Maria Gustafsson Grant Jeremy Nickel Carlos Valera 
2 Kings 2:1-12 

and 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Emily Jackson-Yano Maria Gustafsson Grant 
Julie Johnson   Millie Rojas 
    
    

February 18 February 18 February 18 
Ash Wednesday 

February 18 February 18 

Kevin Grant  Jeremy Nickel John Johnson 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

and 
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

  
Bryan Yamasaki    
    

    
February 22 February 22 February 22 

First Sunday of Lent 
February 22 February 22 

Fred Ascher  Jeremy Nickel Mark Stockfisch 
Genesis 9:8-17 

and 
1 Peter 3:18-22 

Tom Jacobson Emily Jackson-Yano 
Manny Cabacungan   Tom Jacobson 
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