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Thoughts from Pastor Peg 
 

Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

First of all, I commend to your reading LCM’s 2017 
Annual Report. If you don’t have a copy, extras are in 
the Church Office. It’s more than a report. It is 
storytelling of a community in Christ attending to the 
Holy Spirit’s movements and callings for the sake of the 
world. It includes words of encouragement from our 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton reflecting on our 
shared ministries across the globe. We are part of 
something far larger than ourselves. My Pastoral 
Report reflects on our life together in ministry. I’d love 
to hear what strikes you and stirs you to gladness in the 
ministries we share. 
 

Secondly, I commend to you a daily blog (Almost daily. 
He takes vacation – a healthy thing.) It is a poetry blog 
offered by United Methodist Pastor Steven Garnaas-
Holmes of New England. I’ve followed his blog for 
several years. You’ve heard me quote him occasionally 
in sermons. 
 

Here’s a sample. I like its suggestion that we leave a 
trail – a scent – wherever we go. Others can sense it. St. 
Paul says: “Have no anxiety about anything, but in all 
things, by prayer with thankfulness, let your requests 
be made known to God. And peace, beyond 
understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus.” Prayer helps us leave a trail of God’s 
peace. 
 

God’s abiding peace and love to you! 
Pastor Peg 

 

An excerpt from “Leavings” 
by Pastor Steve Garnaas-Holmes 

www.unfoldinglight.net 
 

“We notice the obvious ones, 
the graffiti… 
But the wolf can tell what creatures, 
innocently scampering by, 
left their scent. 
As you walk down the street 
you trail blessings and resentments, 
you radiate your own strange energy. 
The dye on your soul runs, 
touches everything. 
Choose. It matters.” 

 

From the President 
 

 
 

Highlights from Council Meeting: 
• In order to space out the election of Council 

members, we’ll decide on term lengths at the next 
council meeting. 

• Ash Wednesday will be at Westwood Hills on Feb 
14th. 

• Reviewed the Financial Secretary Reports and the 
Treasurer Reports. 

• There will be a meeting on Feb 1st to review church 
investments. 

(continued on back) 

Craig Shepherd  2000 



 

• A second hand rail was installed in the Parish House 
in the stairs to the second floor. 

• Next council meeting will be on Saturday, Feb 10th. 
• The LA Marathon will prevent a church service on 

March 18th. So, we will have a service on Saturday 
March 17th at 5 p.m. 

• Joshua will coordinate volunteers for a water 
station during the Marathon on the 18th. 

Kevin Grant, President 
 

From the 
Minister of Music 

 
A friend who works at a Houston museum recently ran 
across an early Twentieth century tract in the archives 
entitled The Gospel Singers’ Companion by The Rev. 
U.S. Keeling, Sr. The small pamphlet claims to be “full 
of indispensible aid for choirs…. and singers.” As we 
anticipate a new relationship with a settled pastor at 
LCM, perhaps it’s time for a little self-examination! 
 
CHOIR DIRECTOR 
“The Choir-Director should be a person who is 

genuinely converted, an active believer in Christianity. 

He must have the proper attitude toward his work. He 

must have an exalted sense of his responsibilities and 

duties, not a person of giddy, worldly, flippant, 

shallow, or insincere nature, or one whose habits are 

questionable or open to criticism. 

 

The Choir-Director may be a help and aid to the 

minister in his labors with the order and conduct of the 

worship of the church. He should take the pastor’s 

opinions with due consideration. The Choir-Director 

and the pastor should cultivate the friendliest 

relationship possible, with a sympathetic 

understanding of the dignity and importance of the 

other. 

 

The officers of the choir should seek his advice and 

take his counsel, kindly. He should be able to 

distinguish between the sordid semi worldly sentiment 

and dignified emotion in the music which is performed 

in his church. 

 

At all times he should work sympathetically with his 

choir to the end that the music become more earnest, 

more fervent, more attractive, more vital, more 

spiritual, more religious. The pastor has the last word 

to say regarding the music. He should be given 

recognition by the choir at all times as the God-given 

leader of the church. 

 

There are instances on record which show that 

churches have been disturbed and completely torn 

asunder by upheavals in the choir. 

 

 

CHOIR 
The choir must not develop Bolshevik tendencies. (???) 

It must not secede from the union of the church and its 

agencies, and declare itself an autonomous body 

independent of the sanction and authority of the 

church. The choir should ever remain loyal to the 

pastoral leadership and to the programs of the church. 

 

If the choir accepts kind and wise pastoral counsel, any 

serious misunderstanding and difficulty may always be 

averted.” 

 

The guidelines are good for a laugh, but are also filled 
with advice that remains relevant. While I’m not too 
worried about the choir developing “Bolshevik 
tendencies” or declaring itself “an autonomous body” I 
am mindful of much of the advice to the choir director. I 
may be guilty of occasional “giddiness” or 
“questionable habits” but it’s so true that “the Choir-
Director and pastor should cultivate the friendliest 
relationship possible, with a sympathetic 
understanding of the dignity and importance of the 
other.” I have been very fortunate to work with great 
companions and collaborators in Pastor Ittu and Pastor 
Peg.  I’m looking forward to continuing this tradition. 

David York, Minister of Music 
 

Financial Update 
 

 
 

Happy February! 
 

In January we donated $9,025.26 to the General Fund, 
which is 8.20% of our budget goal of $110,000. Thank 
you! 

Emily Jackson-Yano, Financial Secretary 
 

Movie Night 
Saturday, February 3rd 

6:30 p.m. 
 

"Babette's Feast." Set in the late 
1800's, Babette, a French refugee is 
taken in as a servant to the late 
pastor's daughters. Witness how the 
feast she prepares brings change to 
members of a strict religious Danish 
village. Free popcorn. Bring your 
favorite movie snacks to share. If you 
have questions or wish to RSVP, 
please see Steve Weiss. 



 

Ash Wednesday 
February 14th 

 
Ash Wednesday draws us into the life-
changing LOVE story of God's mercies 
shown to us in Christ. LCM will join with 
Westwood Hills Congregational Church 

(WHCC) on Wednesday, February 14 at 7:30 p.m. for 
Holy Communion worship and the imposition of ashes. 
Pastor Peg will preach and Pastor Kirsten Linford will 
preside. WHCC is located at 1989 Westwood Boulevard 
(at La Grange). 

 

Call Committee Update 
 

 
 

We on the Call Committee want to keep you informed 
about our progress in the Calling of a pastor for 
Lutheran Church of The Master. We are under the 
guidance of Bishop Erwin of the Southwest California 
Synod. We have received names of pastoral candidates 
from Bishop Erwin and are in the process of 
interviewing. Please keep in mind that pastors are not 
“hired” but “Called” after prayerful deliberation. 
 

Be assured we are given a handbook to follow as we 
move through the call process. Below are instructions 
from the California West Synod Call Process Handbook. 
Confidentiality and communication are very important 
in the call process. Confidentiality is highly important. 
To protect the ministries of the prospective candidates 
and to enable the Call Committee to do its work 
efficiently, names of candidates should not be revealed 
until it is time to recommend one candidate to the 
council and the congregation. 
 

Communication is likewise very important. Our 
committee sessions are closed and confidentiality must 
be observed, but we want to keep you informed of our 
progress. If you have questions or concerns, please 
contact me either at church or by phone (310) 850-
2682. 
 

Please pray for the Call Committee as we depend on 
the Holy Spirit for direction and wisdom. Remember 
you are spiritual partners in the Call Process here at 
Lutheran Church of The Master. 
 

Call Committee: Kevin Grant, Tom Jacobson, Deborah 
Kovac, Richard Levine, Barbara Browning. 

Blessings, Barbara Browning 

February Fun Event: 
Game Night 

 
On February 17th, LCM will have 
another Game Night in the Parish 
House. The night will start at 5:30 p.m. 
and will include dinner. For those who 

have never been to a game night, this is a time that we 
all get together and play board games, have a good 
time laughing, and just enjoy each other's company. So 
please put this date on your calendar and plan on 
coming out for good food, good friends, and good fun. 

 

Flower Chart 
 

February 4 Jim and Linda Burch and Ryan 
Thorn in honor of LCM Friends 

February 11 Open 
February 18 Open 
February 25 Open 
 

Please consider donating the altar flowers 
for worship. If you wish to memorialize someone or an 
event, please note that with your name on the flower 
chart. Note: the cost in 2018 is $15 for a single vase and 
$30 for both vases. When paying for the flowers, please 
include the payment in your offering envelope and 
make sure to write “flowers” on the envelope. 

 

Free Community Law Clinic 
 

Attorney Parviz Malakouti 
continues to host the 
Community Law Clinic to 
provide free legal 
consultations to individuals, 
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday 
of each month from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. The next clinic 
will be on February 7th. 

 

Come to our Craft Day 
 

We will next meet on February 17th 
to knit or paint or do any other 
crafts you may like to do. This is a 
time to come together and enjoy 
each other’s company while doing 
crafts we love. Come to the Parish 
House at 11:00 a.m. - a light lunch 

will be served. If you are interested or if you have any 
questions, please contact Barbara Browning at (310) 
393-6844. 

 



 

Weicheng Zhao - Organ Recital 
March 3rd 

 
Weicheng Zhao, a good friend of LCM, has 
invited us to the final organ recital 
required to finish his Doctoral degree from 
USC. Weicheng will play on March 
3rd, Saturday at 4:00 p.m. at All Saints 
Church in Pasadena, The recital will also celebrate the 
4716th Chinese New Year and the 2018 Lantern 
Festival.  He will premiere an exciting new piece written 
by  American jazz pianist and composer, Grammy 
Award winner Bill Cunliffe. Fantasy on "Bis du bei mir" is 
his first work written for organ and is a significant 
contribution to the organ repertoire.  A reception with a 
Chinese theme will follow the performance 
in Sweetland Hall at All Saints. 

 

Special Saturday Worship Service 
March 17th 

 

There will be a special evening worship service 
including communion at LCM on Saturday, March 17th 
at 5:00 p.m. to compensate for not having a service on 
Sunday, March 18th due to the L.A. Marathon. 

 

LA Marathon Sunday 
March 18th 

 

Lutheran Church of The 
Master will volunteer at 
Water Station 19 in front of 
the church on Sunday, March 
18th from 6:30 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Limited accessibility 
during the marathon to our 
property prevents us from 
having worship at the regular 

11:00 a.m. Sunday time. There will be no worship that 
Sunday and instead we will have a day of community 
service passing out water. If you would like to help, 
please go to the church website and follow directions to 
register, or talk with Joshua Nickel. 

 

Invitation to Explore Scripture  
 

Please join us Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the 
parish house as we preview and discuss one of the 
scripture passages we'll hear during that day's worship. 
Leah Chang continues to facilitate; all participants 
continue as teachers. Added incentives? You can enjoy 
a donut and a cup of coffee, lemonade, or tea! Hope to 
see you there! 

 

Helping The Homeless 
 

John Johnson, our office manager, continues to hand 
out lunches, hygiene kits and limited items of clothing 
to the homeless. If you would like to contribute food, 
we can use individual packaged items such as easy-
open cans of tuna, meat, fruit, pudding, cheese and 
crackers, energy/protein bars, juices and small bottles 
of water. If you would like to contribute to the hygiene 
kits, we need travel-size tubes of toothpaste, 
toothbrushes and gallon-size resealable plastic bags. 
Desired clothing items include new socks, underwear 
and t-shirts. Thank you for being a part of our ministry 
to the homeless. 

 

Fellowship Brunch 
 

 
 

Are you interested in contributing something to our 
weekly fellowship brunch such as sandwiches, pizza, 
dessert, or anything of your liking? If so, please contact 
Barbara at (310) 393-6844. 

 

Our Prayer List 
 

We keep in prayer: Tony Avila, David 
Arriola, Karen Beatty, Gina Beretta, 
Barbara Bombach, Melissa Bomes, 
Ester Cabacungan, Yuby Calderon, 
Francoise Campoverde, the family of 
Emma Lou Candow, Sonia Casas, 

Victoria and J. W. Chavier Sr., Andrew Crean, Edita 
Cabacungan Donnelly and family, Sara Ehrman, Sandy 
Elliot, Bensiyon Eyice, Mohamad Fatemeh, Emett 
Fisher, Badri and Negin Hunold, Ted and Lynne 
Jackson, Rosana Johnson, Malinda Jones, Mary Kay, 
Rossen Kirilov, Elizabeth Kovac, Jonathan Kovac, Peter 
Lewis, Ma, Jeff, Lester Mahaffay, Jean Medina, Frank 
Nakamura, Steve Newberry, Kaitlyn Nickel, the Nickel 
Family, Bobby Orue, Meghan Reul, Harley Rockoff, Tim 
Rutherford, Rosamelida Sandoval, Hilary Smith, Alireza 
Soulati, Peter Stackhouse, Huiling Sun, Polina 
Tashlitskaya, Sue Tehrani, Sophie Umhofer, John 
Warren, Kent Weed, Steve Weiss, Shawn Willcuts, 
Mary Ann Wright, Hideto Yano, the plight of the Syrian 
people and refugees and immigrants everywhere, and 
members of our AA Groups. 

Names may be added to the prayer list by filling out a prayer card 
in the pew racks or by contacting the office by email. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for 3 months. 
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Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

Every Sunday 
 
Bible Study         10:00 a.m. 
Choir Warm-up 10:28 a.m. 
Worship              11:00 a.m. 
Fellowship          12:15 p.m. 
 

February 2018 Calendar 
 

Please refer to CALENDAR at http://lutheran.churchofthemaster.org for updates. 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday - 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 

    1 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

2 3 
Movie Night 
   6:30 p.m. 

4 5 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

7 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
 
 
 
 

AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

8 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

9 10 
Council Meeting 
   9:00 a.m. 
 

11 12 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

14 
Ash Wednesday 

Service 
7:30 p.m. at WHCC 

 
 
 

AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

15 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

16 17 
Craft Day 
   11:00 a.m. 
 
Game Night 
   5:30 p.m. 

18 19 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

21  
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
 
 
 
 

AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

22  
Masters Notes 

articles 
due in office. 

 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

23 24 

25 26 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

 February Birthdays 
 
Jackie Savage – February 4th 
Jeffrey Fichtner – February 6th 

Charles Peruchini – February 9th 

John Dahl – February 12th 
Alexis Wesley – February 23rd  



 

Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

February 2018 Schedule 
 

(Subject to Change) 

 
USHERS READERS ASSISTANT COUNTERS 

February 4 February 4  
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 4 February 4 

Julie Johnson Millie Rojas 
Isaiah 40:21-31 

and 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

Deborah Kovac Barbara Browning 
Carlos Valera  Joshua Nickel 
   

February 11 February 11 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 

February 11 February 11 

Charlotte Johnson Charlene MacKenzie 
2 Kings 2:1-12 

and 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

Emily Jackson-Yano Emily Jackson-Yano 
Richard Levine  Ronald Nickel 
   

February 18 February 18 
First Sunday in Lent 

February 18 February 18 

Fred Ascher Fred Ascher 
Genesis 9:8-17 

and 
1 Peter 3:18-22 

Deborah Kovac Barbara Browning 
Manny Cabacungan  Ronald Nickel 
   

February 25 February 25 
Second Sunday in Lent 

February 25 February 25 

Kevin Grant Charles Peruchini 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

and 
Romans 4:13-25 

Emily Jackson-Yano Maria Gustafsson-Grant 
Maria Gustafsson-Grant  Emily Jackson-Yano 
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