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From the Pastor 
 

 
Happy New Years! 
 
How has God been good to you in the past year? What 
do you want God’s help with in the coming year? What 
would you like to see for yourself regarding your 
relationship with God in 2013? What are your hopes 
for Lutheran Church of the Master in the next year? 
The beginning of a new year is a natural time for us to 
look back to reflect on the past year, and to look 
forward to make our resolutions for the next year. 
 
At this point last year I resolved to spend more time on 
visiting and bible study. Then 2012 got swept away in 
creating a 6 year strategic plan for growing our church. 
We accomplished much good ministry along the way 
that I am very proud of: helping provide a Seminary 
internship, participating in Habitat for Humanity, 
developing a website, etc. It goes to show that we can 
make plans and God can have something else in store 
for us. 
 
So I am completely aware that sometimes New Year’s 
resolutions sometimes go sides ways. Nevertheless, in 
2013 our congregation must grow by 10-12 people. We 
will experiment with different ways to reach out to 
young adults and those in LA that need a friend.  We 
will try to intentionally be a place where you can 
connect with other people and God. 
 
May God bless you and our ministry together in this 
new year. 

Ioan Ittu, Pastor 

From the President 
 

Highlights from the December Council Meeting: 
 
We will have our Annual Report Meeting immediately 
after our church service on Sunday January 20th, 2013. 
 
Victoria Shereshevskaya will perform a “Thank You” 
piano concert for the congregation in the sanctuary on 
Sunday January 20th, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
And finally, we will visit the Getty Center Saturday 
January 26th at 1:30 p.m. as January’s Fun Event. 

Kevin Grant, President 
 

From the Secetary 
 

Dear Members, 
 

At the last Congregation Meeting on December 16th, 
there were 26 voting members present when the 
meeting started. People left during the meeting so 
when we were voting, the attendance had fallen to 18. 
Our quorum is currently 16. Luckily we were above 
the quorum limit but had the attendance fallen to 15, 
we would not have been able to make decisions. 
 

I understand the meetings may be perceived as dull or 
insignificant after receiving communion when we may 
be focusing on other things. However, since we are so 
close to not being able to make decisions, I encourage 
all of us who attend church to stay for the meetings. 
The last one lasted 20 minutes and we try to make 
them as short as possible. Normally we have two 
meetings per year, one in January and one in 
December. The next Congregation Meeting is the 
Annual Reports Meeting on January 20th. I hope to see 
you there! 

Maria Gustafsson Grant, 
Secretary to the Council 

Craig Shepherd  2000 



Annual Reports  
Congregation meeting 

 
Make a note on your January 2013 calendar to reserve 
January 20th, the date of our annual congregational 
meeting immediately after worship. At that meeting we 
will receive, review, and approve the annual reports, 
ratify constitutional amendments approved in the 
December congregation meeting, and consider any 
other pertinent business. 
 

Annual Election 
And Budget Meeting Recap 

 
The Congregation gathered in the Annual Budget and 
Election Meeting on December 16th after worship. 18 
voting members attended the meeting, and the 
Congregation Council members were elected, the 
proposed 2013 Budget was approved and the 
Constitutional amendments and Bylaw changes were 
all approved. The election of officers was postponed 
until the January Council meeting. The results of the 
election were as follows: 
 

2013 Church Council 
 

Barbara Browning (2013-2014) 
Kevin Grant (2013) 

Maria Gustafsson Grant (2013) 
Emily Jackson-Yano (2013-2014) 

Sara McGah (2013-2014) 
Joshua Nickel (2013) 

Kenneth Roehrs (2013) 
Bryan Yamasaki (2013) 

 
2013 Synod Assembly Representatives 

 
Emily Jackson-Yano 

Kenneth Roehrs 
 

Christmas Gifts 
 

The Council voted to present monetary gifts on behalf 
of the congregation to the staff and choir section 
leaders in appreciation for their work here at Lutheran 
Church of The Master. The gifts were distributed on 
Christmas Eve. 

 
Financial Update  

 
During the month of December, we received 
$14,887.41 in offerings. Our total offerings for 2012 
were $157,466.24, or 97.40% of our budget goal of 
$161,665.00. In addition, we have met our goal of 
$4,000 for Christmas/Gifts via Synod! Thank you 
again for your continued support of our mission at this 
church and may you all have a blessed 2013! 

Emily Jackson-Yano, Financial Secretary 
 

From the 
Minister of Music 

 
In addition to the celebrations, games and parades that 
begin the New Year, I always try to set aside some 
time for introspection and self-evaluation. I find this 
particularly helpful in setting up a framework for 
growth in the coming year. 
 
Generally, I review the year in terms of the goals or 
dreams that I have either moved closer toward or 
accomplished. I also think about the areas in which I 
have fallen short and how I can improve upon them. 
Through this process I am able to develop a clearer 
picture of the direction in which I want my life to move 
and at the same time discard what is no longer useful. 
 
I am reminded of these lines from Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson’s 1849 New Year’s poem Ring Out, Wild Bells: 
 

Ring out the old, ring in the new 
Ring out the false, ring in the true. 

 
The same thoughts can also apply to institutions or 
programs. In the next several weeks we’ll be discussing 
what lies ahead for the LCM music program. This past 
year was a time of growth for us, both qualitatively and 
quantitatively, but the prospects for 2013 are even 
more exciting. Your input- ideas, suggestions, likes and 
dislikes-is extremely important as we form a 
“framework for growth” for the coming year. If you 
have suggeations or ideas please speak with me or to 
any choir member. We’d love to hear from you as 
together we strive to “Ring out the false, ring in the 
true” in the new year. 

 
Piano Recital 

 
LCM Choir member Victoria Shereshevskaya will 
present a recital featuring The Seasons by Russian 
composer P. I. Tchaikovsky on January 20th at 5:00 
p.m. Each of the set of twelve short character pieces 
which make up The Seasons portrays the characteristic 
of a different month of the year in the northern 
hemisphere. 
 

 
Tchaikovsky 

 
Please join us for this free recital at Lutheran Church 
of the Master. 

David York, Minister of Music 



Masters Notes 
Delivery Methods  

 
In 2013 we will like to try something new here at 
Lutheran Church of the Master. We are asking if you 
would like your Master Notes delivered to you through 
your email? Please contact the church office or speak 
to Robin Nickel. 

 
LCM Online 

 

 
 

Have you been to LCM's website lately? Pastor's 
sermons and recent choir anthems and solos have been 
uploaded. Click on the "Staff" button to see what is 
new. Go to: lutheran.churchofthemaster.org. 
 
Also, we have been working on our Facebook page: 
Lutheran Church of The Master. We are adding a little 
facebook post every so often called "Parish 
Happenings" about the fun little stuff that happens 
during the week that people might not know about our 
little church. 

 
To Contact Pastor Ittu  

 
To meet with Pastor, contact him directly at his church 
e-mail address: iittu@lutheran.churchofthemaster.org 
You may also call the church office - Pastor has his 
own church voice mail - to leave him a private message 
just call (310) 473-1055 and after the outgoing message 
begins, press 2 and the # key. 
 
Note: Pastor Ittu will be on vacation until January 
17th. If you need to speek with someone regarding 
pastoral care, contact the church office and they will 
get you in touch with the on call pastor. 

 
Council And Finance 
Meeting Information 

 

 
 

All Council, Budget and Finance, and other Committee 
meetings are open meetings. Anyone may attend the 
meetings to observe the proceedings as a guest and is 
welcome to request voice from the chair. The Council 
is posting the Council meeting agenda, minutes, and 
reports in the Parish House for your information. If 
you have any questions about the meetings or 
materials, please consult with Kevin or Pastor. 

Do you like to knit? 
. . . Want to learn? 

 
We will be meeting on January 19th to knit or learn to 
knit together. Please come to knit together in the 
Parish House at 11:00 a.m. - a light lunch will be 
served. If you are interested or if you have any 
questions please contact Barbara Browning at (310) 
393-6844. 

Flower Chart 
 

 
 

January 6 Open 
January 13 Open 
January 20 Open 
January 27 Open 

 
The new flower chart is ready for 2013. Please 
consider donating the altar flowers for worship. If you 
wish to memorialize someone or an event, please note 
that with your name on the flower chart. Just a 
reminder that the cost is $15 for a single vase and 
$30 for both vases. When paying for the flowers, 
please include the payment in your offering envelope 
and make sure to write “flowers” on the envelope. 
(Please note that the office will not be carrying 
forward your donation dates from last year, so you will 
need to sign up for the dates you wish to donate or let 
the office know.) 

 
Simply Giving 

 
You may wish to consider making your 2013 
contributions online.  Contributions may be made to 
Lutheran Church of The Master with the secure 
Electronic Giving service of Vanco Services and 
Thrivent for Lutherans, using the Simply Giving link 
on the church website: 

 
lutheran.churchofthemaster.org 
click on the Onling Giving tab. 

 
There is no cost to you for this program.  You may 
donate to the church either in one-time contributions 
or in an ongoing arrangement for regular offerings.  
You may have your offerings debited directly from 
your checking or savings account or from your credit 
card - you manage the donation frequency and the 
donation amount for each fund you wish to support. 
Register by clicking on the Simply Giving - Give Now 
to communicate directly and securely with Vanco 
Services. If you have questions or need assistance, 
please contact the church office (310) 473-1055. 

 



Devotional Booklets 
 

 
 

The January - March edition of the Christ In Our 
Home devotional booklet is available in the pew racks 
and in the narthex. The Large print edition is also 
available in the narthex. Be sure to take your copy! 
Note: You may recognize one of the writers as our 
former Pastor, the Rev. John Rollefson who wrote 
the devotions for January 1st - January 15th. 

 
Sunday Bible Study 

 
You can study the Bible every Sunday morning. We 
meet at 9:45 a.m. in the Parish House and study each 
week's lessons in advance of the service with Pastor 
Ittu. Our study of the Bible is in keeping with our 
Synod's commitment to the ELCA initiative "Book of 
Faith: Lutherans Read the Bible." Come, grab a donut 
and a cup of coffee, and experience the power of 
scripture! 

 
January Fun Event: 

Getty Center 
 

 
 

On January 26th we will go as a group to the Getty 
Center in Brentwood. We will meet at the Getty where 
we will take part in an architecture and garden tour at 
1:30 p.m. and also view the current exhibits. If you will 
need a ride or would like to carpool to the Getty, 
please talk to either Barbara or Robin so arrangements 
can be made ahead of time. Please be advised there is a 
$15 charge per car for parking at the Getty Center, but 
admission is free. 
 

Jouyssance Concert  
 

On January 5th, Jouyssance, an early music ensemble 
will reprise its wildly successful concert The Spirit Child, 
here at Lutheran Church of the Master at 8:00p.m. The 
Spirit Child is a 16th-century Aztec Christmas tale 
complete with drama and music from the New World. 
This updated production will include Fray Bernardino 
de Sahagún’s historic Nativity story for the Aztecs, 
elements of the Mexican pastorela tradition, and 
musical gems of the Mexican Renaissance by 
Fernandes, Araujo, Padilla and Franco – all with a 
liberal sprinkling of Nahuatl. The tickets cost $20 for 
general admission and $15 for students and seniors. 
The concert will be followed with a reception of light 
snacks. 

Our Prayer List  
 

 
 

Peggy Anderson 
Barbara Bombach (mother of Larry Bonbach) 

Julie and Patrick Brown (friends of Peggy Anderson) 
Emma Lou Candow 

Robert Eurice (nephew of Peggy Anderson) 
Claudia Esperanza 

Marvin Frank (grandfather of Griffith Frank) 
Virginia Frank (mother of Griffith Frank) 
Bennie Goings (cousin of Ramone Muñoz) 
Leah Hoffmitz (friend of Tom Jacobson) 

Lois Jackson (mother of Emily Jackson-Yano) 
LCpl. Adam Johnson, USMC 

(brother of Julie Johnson) 
Daryl Johnson (father of Julie Johnson) 

Jason Johnson, US Army (cousin of Julie Johnson)  
Merle Johnson (grandfather of Julie Johnson)  

Pastor Ray Kibler 
Jonathan Kovac (brother of Deborah Kovac) 

Gisela Marx 
Bonnie Mound (cousin of Tina Appel)  

Janice Newberry (family of Steve Newberry) 
Erma Delores Nickel 
Pastor Carlos Paiva 

Paula (friend of Larry Bombach) 
The family and friends of Lori Splinter 

Millie Ross-Clunis Stephens 
(friend of Sarah and Dave Knickerbocker) 

Sara Victoria 
Frances Willms 

Hideto Yano (father-in-law of Emily Jackson-Yano) 
The plight of the Syrian Peoples 

Members of the AA Groups 
Our neighbors at Mt. Olive Lutheran, as their 

congregation calls a new pastor. 
 

Fellowship Brunch 
 

 
 

Are you interested in contributing something to our 
weekly fellowship brunch such as sandwiches, pizza, 
dessert, or anything of your liking? If so, please contact 
the church office by Friday at noon or call Barbara at 
(310) 393-6844. 
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Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

Every Sunday  
 

Bible Study    9:45 a.m. 
Choir Warm-up 
                      10:29 a.m. 
Worship         11:00 a.m. 
Brunch          12:00 p.m. 

January 2013 Calendar  

 
 

Please refer to CALENDAR at http://lutheran.churchofthemaster.org for updates. 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday - 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
January Birthdays 

Francis Carter – January 2nd 

Emma Maryn Rubi – January 6th 
Kaitlyn Nickel – January 8th 
Jeremy Nickel – January 18th 
Sergey Khalikulov – January 20th 

Martin Hunt – January 24th 
Ryan Thorn – January 30th 

Millie Rojas – January 31st 

1 2 3 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

 

4 5 
Arte Musica Rehearsal 
   12:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
   in the Sanctuary 
 
JOUYSSANCE Concert 
   8:00 p.m. 

6 
Pastor Richards 

Presiding and Preaching 
 

7 8  
Budget and Finance 
Meeting 
   6:00 p.m. 
 
Council Meeting 
   7:30 p.m. 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
   7:30 p.m.    Sanctuary 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

10 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

11 12 
Men's Bible Breakfast 
       at Mt. Olive 
   8:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
Arte Musica Rehearsal 
   12:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
   in the Sanctuary 

13  
Pastor Richards 

Presiding 
And 

Brenda Bos Preaching 
 
Sunday Chamber Group 
Rehearsal 
   2-5 p.m.  Sanctuary 

14 15  
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
   7:30 p.m.    Sanctuary 

16  
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

17 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

18  19  
Knitting Group 
   11:00 a.m. 
 
Arte Musica Rehearsal 
   12:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
   in the Sanctuary 

20  
Annual Reports 

Meeting After Worship 
 
Victoria 
Shereshevskaya’s Piano 
Recital  
   5:00 p.m.   See Page 2 

21 
 

Masters Notes 
articles 

due in office. 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
   7:30 p.m.    Sanctuary 

23  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

24 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

25 26 
January Fun Event: 
Getty Center 
   1:00 p.m. 
 
Arte Musica Rehearsal 
   12:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
   in the Sanctuary 

27  
 
Sunday Chamber Group 
Rehearsal 
   2-5 p.m.  Sanctuary 

28  29 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
   7:30 p.m.    Sanctuary 

30  
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

31 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

 

  



Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

January 2013 Schedule 
 

(Subject to Change) 
 
 

USHERS ACOLYTE READERS ASSISTANT COUNTERS 
January 6 January 6 January 6 January 6 January 6 

Maria Gustafsson Grant Jeremy Nickel Amanada Bialek 
Isaiah 60:106 

and  
Ephesians 3:1-12 

 

Emily Jackson-Yano Barbara Browning 

Julie Johnson   Ronald Nickel 
    
    

January 13 January 13 January 13 January 13 January 13 
Emily Jackson-Yano Jeremy Nickel John Johnson 

Isaiah 43:1-7 
and 

Acts 8:14-17 
 

Deborah Kovac Maria Gustafsson Grant 
Robin Nickel   Millie Rojas 
    
    

January 20 January 20 January 20 January 20 January 20 
Kevin Grant Jeremy Nickel Emily Jackson-Yano 

Isaiah 62:1-5 
and 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 

Deborah Kovac Sara McGah 
Bryan Yamasaki   Joshua Nickel 
    
    

January 27 January 27 January 27 January 27 January 27 
Kevin Grant Jeremy Nickel Maria Gustafsson Grant 

Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10 
and  

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
 

Tom Jacobson Emily Jackson-Yano 
Bryan Yamasaki   Tom Jacobson 
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