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From the Pastor 
*

In our annual budget the congregation sets aside a 
certain amount of the money to be given away to good 
causes. 10% of our total expenses for the year will be 
benevolence gifts to others. Your Church Council has 
the responsibility to discern which causes and 
partnerships for ministry we can support. Recently the 
Council decided to generously support 2 ministries. 
 
$2000 will be given to Lutheran Retreats, Camps & 
Conferences. They are our local Lutheran camp. LCM 
has a long history with the camp as youth from LCM 
have been attending summer camp there for many 
decades. I myself was once a camp counselor with 
LRCC. The camp is currently undergoing a project to 
refurbish their cabins for improve safety, comfort and 
ease of use. There will be new bunks, cabin heating, 
electrical outlets and more. Materials for each updated 
cabin cost about $8,500, and currently they have 5 of 
12 done. Some generous camp benefactor offered to 
match the first $10,000.00 given for these cabin 
updates. LCM is happy to give $2,000, which will then 
be matched to send $4,000 to the camp for cabin 
updates. 
 
The Council also decided to generously support the 
fundraising efforts of a new congregation in Gardena 
called Another Level. Another Level is a Lutheran 
ministry led by Pastor Jonathan Hemphill, and 
describes itself as an “Urban Family Church”. They 
worship with about the same number of people on 
Sunday as we do. Another Level worked hard to put 
together yard sale that became their most successful 
fundraiser to date by raising over $900. LCM is happy 
to add another $500 to their $900 for a $1400 
fundraiser. They will use the money to buy a vacuum 

to help maintain their shared space with St. John’s 
Lutheran Church. They will use the remainder to 
throw an open invitation summer picnic. This picnic is 
a major outreach effort for their church to extend a 
Christian welcome to the families and children in their 
area. 
 
Thank you LCM Council. Thank you generous LCM 
people. What makes this generosity especially 
important is that we are managing a $30,000 shortfall 
in our investments this year. The Council is committed 
to maintaining a balanced budget. They made strategic 
cuts to projects, engaged in some specific fundraising 
efforts, and is managing the investment shortfall with 
as minimal negative impact on our weekly ministry as 
possible. In a year where we could overlook 
benevolence to those beyond ourselves, I’m very proud 
that the generous spirit of this congregation has 
remained strong. 

Ioan Ittu, Pastor 
 

From the President 
*

*
*

It takes a lot of people to run a church, more than we 
can afford to have on staff. That’s why we depend so 
heavily on volunteers like Ken, Joshua, Sara, Barbara, 
Emily, Bryan, Katherine & Martin, and others, who 
consistently invest their time to the church. Their 
efforts are much appreciated and we would be lost 
without them. 
 
But we always need new volunteers to expand what 
the church can do. A few projects are behind schedule 
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or have been languishing simply because there is no 
one to see them through. 
 
We tend to judge ourselves by our intentions, and then 
judge everyone else by their actions. It’s good to have 
good intentions, but it’s better to have a history of 
positive actions. Having goals beyond material and 
career aspirations keeps you balanced.  
 
So if you haven’t volunteered for something before, 
please try it. I suggest you start with something very 
simple and then move on to larger projects. You will 
receive a sense of validation and purpose even with 
small projects. I certainly have. 
 
For starters, I’ll be working Joshua to install chair rails 
in the parish house one Saturday in June. We could 
use a hand or two. Let me know. I'll have more 
suggestions next time. 

Kevin Grant, President 
 

From the 
Minister of Music 

*

*
Mendelssohn 

*
MENDELSSOHN’S ELIJAH- Sunday June 7th 

 
The choir and soloists of Lutheran Church of The 
Master will present Felix Mendelssohn’s oratorio 
“Elijah” on Sunday, June 7th at 11:00 am as part of the 
morning worship service. Baritone Ryan Thorn will 
sing the role of Elijah. Additional soloists featured 
include sopranos Tina Appel, Katie Perkins Bruton, 
Nancy Yamasaki & Aubrey Scarr, Mezzo Soprano 
Alexis Wesley, Tenors Daniel Cheng & Greg 
Sliskovich and Baritone Zac Biggs. 
 
The 9th century prophet Elijah was one of the most 
dramatic figures in the Old Testament. He is 
remembered for defending the worship of Yahweh 
over the Canaanite idol Baal, for being taken up to 
heaven in a whirlwind and for convincing God to 
perform miracles such as raising the dead and bringing 
down fire from the sky. 
 
Come hear this biblical story set to music by 
Mendelssohn and first premiered in England in 1846. 
In creating an oratorio based on a biblical story 
Mendelssohn was following in the footsteps of the two 
composers he revered: Bach (St. Matthew Passion) 
and Handel (Messiah). 

------------------------------------------------ 

This month as the choir season draws to a close we 
offer thanks to our talented volunteer choir members, 
section leaders, soloists and instrumentalists whose 
music inspires and enlivens our worship each Sunday: 
 
Soprano Tenor 
Tina Appel Daniel Cheng 
Katie Bruton Tom Jacobson 
Kelci Hahn Joshua Nickel 
Katherine Laursen Robert Richards 
Alexis Wesley Greg Sliskovich 
 
Alto Bass 
Madeline Barnicle Zachary Biggs 
Barbara Browning Terrence Jegaraj 
Victoria Chavier Bret Noel 
Sara McGah Kenneth Roehrs 
Nancy Yamasaki Ryan Thorn 
 
Also, an appreciation to choir librarians Sara McGah 
& Josh Nickel (with help from Ken Roehrs) and 
hospitality chair Barbara Browning for making 
rehearsals and services run smoothly. 

David York, Minister of Music 
 

Report From 
The Synod Assembly 

 
On May 9th, three members of the Lutheran Church of 
The Master attended the Synod Assembly “Sacred 
Intersections” in Thousand Oaks, CA. The meeting 
allowed us to start a discussion around developing 
strategies in our church in line with synod goals. For 
example, are we communicating the Gospel message 
powerfully and clearly to young people? Do we foster 
healthy communities? We hope to address such 
questions while we review our mission and vision as a 
church. Having witnessed the testimonies and 
experiences of other congregations, it is clear that each 
church has a responsibility to extend their ministry 
successes by sharing their strategies. As a Lutheran 
Community we need to create opportunities for 
training new leaders capable of transforming the 
church into a friendly and inclusive environment 
where the Gospel is the central focus. 

Carlos Valera, Representative of LCM 
 

From the Secretary 
 

Dear Members, 
At the May Council meeting, it was decided to let 
members who are interested in the “inner workings of 
the church” have the Minutes taken at the Council 
meetings. If you are interested contact the office, 
preferable by e-mail. The meetings are always open so 
you are welcome to attend in person. 

Maria Gustafsson Grant, Secretary 
 



Financial Update 
*

*
*

This past month we received $9,649.00 in general 
donations. This brings our year-to-date total to 
$58,314.68, or 37.62% of our budgeted goal of 
$155,000. 
 
In addition to general donations, we have received 
$1,780.00 towards our memory month project. 
 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Emily Jackson-Yano, Financial Secretary 
 

LCM: 75 Years 
in West Los Angeles  

!
We are now into our 5th month of celebrating Lutheran 
Church of The Master. 
 
Our fifth decade, the 1980’s, will be celebrated on 
Sunday, June 21st. I hope you have enjoyed our 
celebrations and history thus far. Our beautiful stained 
glass windows were created and installed in the 1980’s. 
We look forward to learning more about them. Thank 
you to Katherine and Martin Hunt for their creative 
displays of our history as a church in West Los 
Angeles. Our Coffee Hours have been very tasty and 
satisfied many appetites. We have some very excellent 
chefs among us! Plan your favorite dish from the 
1980’s and be here on Sunday, June 21st! 

 

Fun Event: 
DIET OF WORMS - a play 

 
We have a fun date: Saturday, June 27th at 2:00 p.m. 
for Tom's new play, DIET OF WORMS or The 
Apochryphal Plays. LCM folks and friends are all 
welcome to join together in attending this performance 
of DIET OF WORMS at St. John's Cathedral in 
downtown Los Angeles. Tickets are $35. We plan to 
car-pool but are asking that everyone purchase their 
own tickets at ChalkRep.com. 
 
Set in Germany in 1523, DIET OF WORMS is a 
hilarious, modern reimagining of key events in the life 
of historic figure Katharina von Bora, the nun who 
became the wife of Martin Luther and German leader 
of the Protestant Reformation. Join the Chalk 
Repertory Theatre, director Jennifer Chang, and the 
cast in an immersive journey through the Reformation 
and the historic St. John's Cathedral, 514 W. Adams 
Blvd, LA, 90007. Go to the Chalk Repertory Theatre 
website for other performance dates, times, and ticket 
prices and to order tickets: ChalkRep.com. 

Memory Month 2015 
!

!
!

This year on Mother’s Day, May 10th, we initiated the 
2015 Memory Month fundraising efforts with plans to 
raise $2000 toward the purchase of Advent paraments. 
These cloth hangings for the altar, pulpit and lectern 
will beautify the church sanctuary during the season of 
Advent and will create a mood of hope and expectation 
in preparation for Jesus’ birth at Christmas. 
 
During Memory Month, the period between Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day, we remember loved ones and 
honor those who make significant contributions to our 
lives or to the life of the church by offering a gift.  The 
names of those honored or remembered are recognized 
in the bulletin and in the Master’s Notes.  Anonymous 
gifts are also welcomed and appreciated. 
 

In memory of Albert and Elva Browning 
In memory of Don and Lillian Foltz 

In memory of Marlys Gunderson 
In memory of Florence Hamilton 
In memory of the Harthan family- 
Mike, Peggy, and sister Carolyn 
In memory of Eugene Jacobson 
In honor of Charlotte Johnson’s 

mother and two sisters 
In memory of Tom and Russella McGah 

In honor of Pastor Richards 
In memory of Stephen Eddy Richards 

In memory of Manfred Stockfisch 
In memory of Rick Wetts 
In memory of James York 

 

Volunteers Needed 
For LA Pride 

 
Lutherans Concerned is looking for 
volunteers from RIC congregations 
to help us make a splash at L.A. 
Pride, June 12th – June 14th. We 
need volunteers to set up and tear 
down booths, staff the booths, and 

march in the parade at L.A. Pride. This is a great 
opportunity to have a lot of fun and spread the word 
about Welcoming Churches in the area. If you are 
interested in volunteering, please email Pastor Caleb 
Crainer at pastor@standrews-wla.org or contact the 
church office by email. (If you are super excited to 
volunteer there is also OC Pride on August 1st.) 

 



Flower Chart 
*

June 7 in thanksgiving for Katie Bruton's 
contributions to the choir, with best 
wishes for her continued musical 
studies. 

June 14 Open 
June 21 Open 
June 28 Open 
 
If you wish to memorialize someone or an event, please 
note that with your name on the flower chart. Just a 
reminder that the cost is $20 for a single vase and 
$40 for both vases. When paying for the flowers, 
please include the payment in your offering envelope 
and make sure to write “flowers” on the envelope. 

 

String Orchestra 
Project Concert 

June 5th - 8:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

The String Orchestra Project, which rehearses 
regularly here at LCM, is a chamber ensemble founded 
in 2012 by Italian pianist and conductor Lorenzo 
Marasso, to gather musicians for the purpose of 
making music and sharing the love of playing together. 
The group’s vision is to explore the classical repertoire 
for strings and for soloists with strings as well as works 
by contemporary and living composers. The concert 
will include music by Henry Cowell, Ernest Bloch, 
Paul Hindemith, Sergej Rachmaninoff, Philip Glass, 
Hans Zimmer, Carl Nielsen. Conducted by Lorenzo 
Marasso and Romain Zante. Soloists include Pianist 
Shuo Zhai and Cellist Maksim Velichkin. See 
www.stringorchestraproject.com for more information. 

 
Come to our Craft Day 

 

 
 

We will meet on June 18th to knit or paint or do any 
other crafts you may like to do. This is a time to come 
together and enjoy each other’s company while doing 
crafts we love. Come to the Parish House at 11:00 a.m. 
- a light lunch will be served. If you are interested or if 
you have any questions, please contact Barbara 
Browning at (310) 393-6844. 

Community Law Clinic 
 

 
 

We are pleased to continue to host the Khosravi-
Malakouti Community Law Clinic on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of every Month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. in the Parish House 
 

Attorneys John Khosravi and Parviz Malakouti are be 
available to answer your questions regarding your legal 
problems. Each clinic participant will receive a private 
15-minute session to ask questions about a wide variety 
of civil legal matters. Criminal law issues will not be 
addressed at the clinic. The service is completely free 
of charge to participants. Languages spoken include 
English, Spanish, Persian, and French. Parviz 
Malakouti is a California licensed attorney and a 
graduate of UCLA and the University of Miami School 
of Law. John Khosravi is a California licensed 
attorney and a graduate of UCLA and Loyola Law 
School. 

 
To Contact Pastor Ittu !

 
To meet with Pastor, contact him directly at his church 
e-mail address: iittu@lutheran.churchofthemaster.org. 
You may also call the church office - Pastor has his 
own church voice mail - to leave him a private message 
just call (310) 473-1055 and after the outgoing message 
begins, press 2 and the # key. 

 

Our Prayer List 
 

 
 

We keep in prayer: Abbas; Ali; Arash; Ardavan; 
Fariba; Roya; Soraya; Yasaman; David Arriola; Gina 
Beretta; Barbara Bombach; Francoise Campoverde; 
Emma Lou Candow; Andrew Crean; Terri Duggan; 
John Hunt; Ted and Lynne Jackson; Cpl. Adam 
Johnson; Betty Johnson; Merle Johnson; Elizabeth 
Kovac; Jonathan Kovac; Gisela Marx; Steve 
Newberry; Harley Rockoff; Hariett Rockoff; Millie 
Rojas; Rosamelida Sandoval; John Savage; Hilary 
Smith; Helena Stark; Polina Tashlitskaya; Kent 
Weed; William White; The plight of the Syrian 
people; Members of our AA Groups. 

 

Names may be added to the prayer list by filling out a prayer card in 
the pew racks or by contacting the office by email. 

Names will remain on the prayer list for 3 months. 
*
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Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

Every 
Sunday 
 
Bible Study    10:00 a.m. 
Choir Warm-up 
                      10:28 a.m. 
Worship         11:00 a.m. 

June 2015 Calendar  

 
 

Please refer to CALENDAR at http://lutheran.churchofthemaster.org for updates. 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday - 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

 1  2  
 
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

3  
 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary!

4 
 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

5  
 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Concert 
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

6 

7  
Mendelssohn’s Elijah 

performed  
during worship 

 

8 9  
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House!

10  
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary!

11  
 

12 13 
Council/Budget and 
Finance Meeting 
   9:00 a.m. 
 
LA Pride Weekend 
in West Hollywood 

14  
RIC Pride Sunday 

 
Kim Hedlin Preaching 

 
LA Pride Weekend 
in West Hollywood 

15 16  
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House!

17  
 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 
 

18 !
!

19  20 
 
Craft Day 
   11:00 a.m. 
 

21  
LCM’s 75th Anniversary 

1980’s Celebration 
 

Fathers’s Day 

22 23  
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

24  
Masters Notes 

articles 
due in office 

 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

25  
 

26 27  
Fun Event: Tom’s Play 
   2:00 p.m. 

 

28  29 30  
 
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

  June Birthdays 
!
Joshua Nickel – June 10th 
Kenny Savage – June 25th 



Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

June 2015 Schedule 
 

(Subject to Change) 
 

USHERS ACOLYTE READERS ASSISTANT COUNTERS 
June 7 June 7 June 7 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 
June 7 June 7 

Maria Gustafsson Grant Jeremy Nickel Elijah Service 
No Readings 

Tom Jacobson Barbara Browning 

Bryan Yamasaki   Joshua Nickel 
    
    

June 14 June 14 June 14 
Third Sunday after Pentecost 

June 14 June 14 

Kevin Grant Jeremy Nickel Deborah Kovac 
Jobs 38:1-11 

and 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

Yalda Riahi Emily Jackson-Yano 
Julie Johnson   Tom Jacobson 
    
    

June 21 June 21 June 21 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

June 21 June 21 

Manny Cabacungan Jeremy Nickel Emily Jackson-Yano 
Genesis 3:8-15 

and 
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

Deborah Kovac Maria Gustafsson Grant 
Carlos Valera   Ronald Nickel 
    

    

June 28 June 28 June 28 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

June 28 June 28 

Maria Gustafsson Grant Jeremy Nickel John Johnson 
Lamentations 3:22-33 

and 
2 Corinthians 8:7-15 

Emily Jackson-Yano Barbara Browning 
Julie Johnson   Emily Jackson-Yano 
    

   
!
!
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