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Thoughts from Pastor Peg 
 

I’ve been musing over a line from biblical scholar 
Terrence Fretheim: “Wisdom is what opens up the 
world rather than closes it down.” Prayer helps us grow 
in such wisdom. A few Sundays ago, I encouraged the 
congregation to let the first and last word of the day 
belong to God. Both Luther and Bonhoeffer 
encouraged this simple practice. This might be done by 
reciting a scripture – perhaps one from the previous 
Sunday, reading either the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer or 
the 10 Commandments and or perhaps reading the 
Prayer of the Day from last Sunday’s bulletin, or 
chanting words of a beloved song of praise. 
 

For me, an intentional one minute prayer practice as 
the first and last words of the day help open me to God 
as compared to beginning and ending my day with just 
my own self-focused thoughts. With just me, myself 
and I and my concerns to focus on I might – however 
unintentionally – close out the far richer awareness of 
the breath of God flowing in and out of me. 
 

I’ve discovered my heart being raised to gratefulness by 
savoring a scripture, a verse of a song, or a beautifully 
prepared prayer because it draws me beyond the 
yearning requests of my heart. Petitionary prayer has a 
vital place in our day! It is a concrete way we listen with 
and lovingly care for one another at the point of our 
needs, but as a first or last word of the day I find I am 
better enriched by the Lord’s Prayer, Psalm 103:1-2 or 
104:24-28, or a scripture or song from the previous 
Sunday. Rising in the morning or preparing to sleep at 
night, I’m blessed to place myself in the midst of the 
communal gifts of a prayer, song or creed I know by 

heart – or by one my faith community (LCM) sang or 
prayed together on Sunday, the first day of the week. 
 

I invite you to experiment with letting the first word of 
your day (even before your cup of coffee) be as simple 
as: “This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and 
be glad” or, “Satisfy us with your love in the morning 
and we will live this day in joy and praise.” At night it 
could be to simply recite the Lord’s Prayer or 23rd 
Psalm knowing people across the global are offering up 
these same words in multitudes of languages. 
 

I also invite you to share your prayer practices with me 
and with each other. We are strengthened by each 
other’s efforts to open up to God’s love in whatever 
ways we do. Thank you for sharing your faith life with 
me and others through LCM and for inviting others to 
join us. I am blessed as we work together to live wisely 
– to open up our hearts, our church, our world in trust of 
God’s ever-present love toward us all. 
 

God’s blessings on the first and last words of your days! 
And may all your days be filled with fresh openness to 
God’s abounding love for you and all our neighbors! 

Pastor Peg 
 

From the President 
 

On Pentecost, we had four baptisms and another six 
people became members of our church. 
Congratulations to everyone! 
 

I encourage all new and old members to volunteer for 
the various church committees, like Visibility, Worship, 
Families, Visitors, Property, Stewardship, Charitable 
Works, and Focus Ministries. We want all members to 
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feel they have influence and be involved with the 
church. It doesn’t take that much time. You won’t be 
signing your life away. 
 

Slowly but surely the call process is continuing. One of 
the assignments the members of the call committee 
have is to interview church members and ask them 
about their perspectives on our church. If you haven’t 
been asked and would like to be interviewed, please 
contact the church office. 

Kevin Grant, President 
 

From the 
Minister of Music 

 
This month as the choir prepares for a summer break, 
we as a congregation thank them for the musical gifts 
they bring to our worship each Sunday. I add my 
personal thanks and appreciation for the hours of 
dedicated service they donate, for their cooperative 
spirit and for the positive attitude they bring to our 
work together. We are truly fortunate to have such a 
skilled group of musicians who enhance our services 
with vocal, choral and instrumental music and who 
provide leadership of congregational hymns, psalms 
and liturgical music. 
 

 
 

We thank: 
 

Sopranos Altos 
Tina Appel Madeline Barnicle 
Katie Bruton Barbara Browning 
Kelci Hahn Sara McGah 
Katherine Laursen Alexis Wesley 
Aubrey Scarr Nancy Yamasaki 
 
Tenors Basses 
Daniel Cheng Zachary Biggs 
Joshua Nickel John Johnson 
Robert Richards Bret Noel 
Greg Sliskovich Kenneth Roehrs 
 Ryan Thorn 
 

There are several anonymous donors whose generous 
gifts make some of our staff singer positions possible. 
We thank them! 
 

The music ministry runs smoothly thanks to the 
assistance of choir librarians Sara McGah, Joshua 

Nickel, and Charlotte Johnson and hospitality chair 
Barbara Browning. We appreciate the time they share! 

David York, Minister of Music 
 

 
 

A Heart to Praise Our God 
A Hymn Festival Celebrating Gay and Lesbian 

Poets and Composers 
Sunday, June 5th, 11:00 a.m. 

 

In honor of the 15th anniversary of LCM’s commitment 
to officially welcome, support and embrace gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender people, and in 
recognition of LA Pride 2016, the choir and soloists will 
lead worship in the form of a hymn festival honoring 
the contributions of LGBTQ people to the church.   The 
choir and guest cellist George Bullock will present 
music by Gay and Lesbian composers, poets and hymn 
writers interspersed with stories and hymns. 
 

Come learn of Katherine Lee Bates, author of the poem 
“America, the Beautiful” who shared her life for twenty 
five years with fellow Wellesley faculty member 
Katherine Coman or hear about Marsha Stevens, writer 
of the folk song “For those tears I died” who was once 
described as “the mother of contemporary Christian 
music”.  When Marsha came out as a lesbian the 
Christian Right denounced her and she received copies 
of her most famous hymn torn out of the hymnal 
Hymns for the Family of God in the mail.  

 

David Childs Recital 
 

Lutheran Church of the Master will host David Childs’ 
UCLA Senior Recital on Monday, June 6th at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Church Sanctuary followed by a reception in the 
Parish House. The concert is in partial fulfillment of 
David’s Bachelor’s degree in music. David has been 
filling in for Zac Biggs in the LCM choir and sang a solo 
last Sunday. David will be singing music by Britten, 
Milhaud and Weiner, among others. 

 

Gregory Sliskovich Recital 
 
Greg Sliskovich, tenor section leader of the LCM choir, 
will perform his Senior Recital on Tuesday, June 7th at 
3:30 p.m. in the new Ostin Ensemble Room at UCLA, 
adjacent to the Schoenberg Music Building. The 
concert is in partial fulfillment of Greg’s Bachelor’s 
degree in music and will feature works by Beethoven, 
Tosti and Tchaikovsky. 



 

Financial Update 
 

Emily is currently out of the country and will provide a 
financial update in the July Masters Notes. Thank you 
for your ongoing support of our mission! 

 

Flower Chart 
 

 
 

June 5th Open 
June 12 Open 
June 19 Open 
June 26 Kyle ang Ginger Clower, 

in honor of their son Jack’s Baptisim. 
 

Please consider donating the altar flowers for worship. 
If you wish to memorialize someone or an event, please 
note that with your name on the flower chart. Note: 
the cost in 2016 will be $15 for a single vase and $30 
for both vases. When paying for the flowers, please 
include the payment in your offering envelope and 
make sure to write “flowers” on the envelope. 

 

June Fun Event: 
Game Night 

 
On June 25th, LCM will have 
another Game Night in the 
Parish House. The night will 
start at 5:30 p.m. and will 
include dinner. For those who 
have never been to a game night, this is a time that we 
all get together and play board games, have a good 
time laughing, and just enjoying each other's company. 
So please put this date on your calendar and plan on 
coming out for good food, good friends, and good fun. 
 

Large-Print Bulletins 
 

 
 

Did you know that the worship bulletins are available in 
large-print format on Sunday mornings? Thanks to 
John Johnson, who instigated the idea, the large-print 
bulletins also include the hymns to be sung from the 
red book. Be sure to ask the ushers for a copy. 

Memory Month 2016 
 

Memory Month has been a tradition 
at Lutheran Church of The Master for 
many years. It the time between 
Mother’s Day and Father’s Day that 
we welcome donations from 
everyone to honor or remember a 
loved one or special person in their lives. The donations 
are then used for a special project to enhance our 
worship or make property improvements. 
 

Thanks to Pastor Richards, Millie Rojas and Sara 
McGah, we have had a candle lighting area in our 
sanctuary for many years. Many people remember 
loved ones each Sunday during our worship service by 
lighting a candle in this space. In reviewing our 
Strategic Plan for 2016, the Worship Group 
recommended that we enhance the candle lighting 
area. Therefore, the council approved the 
enhancement of the candle lighting area as our 
Memory Month Project from May 8th through June 19th. 
The Worship Group will do the research on a fire safe 
plan and present it to the congregation for input. Your 
donations can make this Memory Month Project a 
reality. Thank you!  
 

We are thankful for donations received in memory of, 
or in honor of: 

In memory of George and Florence Basner 
In honor of Barbara Browning and all of our LCM Family 

In memory of Elva and Albert Browning 
In memory of Ken and Kathy Clower 
In memory of Lillian and Don Foltz 

In honor of Elizabeth Kovac 
In memory of John Kovac 

In memory of Parents, Lorne and Dorothy MacLeod  
In memory of Arkie and Anne Morgenthaler 

In memory of Richard Nickel 
In honor of Kathaleen Richards Ricketts 

In memory of Stephen Eddy Richards 
In memory of Richard Wetts 

In memory of Richard and Martha Williams 
 

Come to our Craft Day 
 

We will meet on June 18th to knit or paint 
or do any other crafts you may like to do. 
This is a time to come together and 
enjoy each other’s company while doing 
crafts we love. Come to the Parish 

House at 11:00 a.m. - a light lunch will be served. If you 
are interested or if you have any questions, please 
contact Barbara Browning at (310) 393-6844. 



 

Come To Our Meetings 
 

All Council and other 
Committee meetings are 
open meetings. Anyone may 
attend the meetings to 
observe the proceedings as a 
guest and is welcome to 
request voice from the chair. 
The Council is posting the Council meeting agenda, 
minutes, and reports in the Parish House for your 
information. If you have any questions about the 
meetings or materials, please consult with Kevin. Our 
next Council meeting will be on Saturday, June 11th, 
starting at 9:00 a.m. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 

Sunday Bible Study 
 

 
 

Reminder! You can study the Bible every Sunday 
morning. We meet at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish House 
and study each week's lessons in advance of the 
service. Leah Chang continues to lead the studies. 
Come, grab a donut, pour a cup of coffee, and 
experience the power of scripture.  

 

Simply Giving 
 

You may wish to consider making your contributions 
online. Contributions may be made to Lutheran Church 
of The Master with the secure Electronic Giving service 
of Vanco Services and Thrivent for Lutherans, using the 
Simply Giving link on the church website: 
 

lutheran.churchofthemaster.org 
click on the Give Online tab. 

 

There is no cost to you for this program. You may 
donate to the church either in one-time contributions 
or in an ongoing arrangement for regular offerings.  
You may have your offerings debited directly from your 
checking or savings account or from your credit card - 
you manage the donation frequency and the donation 
amount for each fund you wish to support. Register by 
clicking on the Give Online tab to communicate directly 
and securely with Vanco Services. If you have questions 
or need assistance, please contact the church office 
(310) 473-1055. 

 

Community Law Clinic 
 

 
 

We are pleased to continue to host the Malakouti 
Community Law Clinic on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
of every Month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the 
Parish House 
 

Attorney Parviz Malakouti is available to answer your 
questions regarding your legal problems. Each clinic 
participant will receive a private 15-minute session to 
ask questions about a wide variety of civil legal matters. 
Criminal law issues will not be addressed at the clinic. 
The service is completely free of charge to participants. 
Languages spoken include English, Spanish, Persian, 
and French. Parviz Malakouti is a California licensed 
attorney and a graduate of UCLA and the University of 
Miami School of Law.  
 

 

Our Prayer List 
 

 
 

We keep in prayer: Abbas, Ali, Arash, Ardavan, Bobbie 
Arkoff, the Family and Friends of Jason Avila, Fariba, 
Roya, Soraya, Yasaman, David Arriola, Mary Martha 
Barkley, Gina Beretta, Zac Biggs, Barbara Bombach, 
Yuby Calderon, Francoise Campoverde, Emma Lou 
Candow, Tootsie Capelle, Victoria and J. W. Chavier Sr., 
Andrew Crean, Edita Cabacungan Donnelly and Family, 
Ali Farzinkia, Emett Fisher, Ladante Fisher, the Family 
of Rev. Scott Haasarud, Jacquline Hunt, Malinda J., Ted 
and Lynne Jackson, Betty Johnson, Merle Johnson, 
Rossen Kirilov, Elizabeth Kovac, Jonathan Kovac, B. J. 
Lange, Gisela Marx, Steve Newberry, Rachel and her 
unborn child, The Reul Family, Harley Rockoff, Millie 
Rojas, Rosamelida Sandoval, Bryan Sanders, the Family 
and Friends of John Savage, the Wendy Schultz Family, 
the Family and Friends of Lee Silverman, Hilary Smith, 
Alireza Soulati, Helena Stark, Peter Stackhouse, 
Gordon Stark, Polina Tashlitskaya, John Warren, Kent 
Weed, Ryan and Ethan Wiley, Hideto Yano, the plight 
of the Syrian people, members of our AA Groups. 
 

Names may be added to the prayer list by filling out a prayer card 
in the pew racks or by contacting the office by email. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for 3 months. 
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Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

Every Sunday 
 
Bible Study         10:00 a.m. 
Choir Warm-up 10:28 a.m. 
Worship              11:00 a.m. 
Fellowship          12:15 p.m. 

June 2016 Calendar 
 

Please refer to CALENDAR at http://lutheran.churchofthemaster.org for updates. 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday - 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 

   1 
 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

2 

 

Choir Rehearsals 

Resume in 

September 

3 
Synod Assembly 

4 
Synod Assembly 

5 

Reconciling in Christ 

Sunday 

 

6 
UCLA Recital: 

David Childs 

   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

 

7 
UCLA Recital: 

Greg Sliskovich 

   3:30 p.m. at UCLA 

 

AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

8 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

9 10 11 

Council Meeting 

   9:00 a.m. Parish House 
 

12 13 14 
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

15 
 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

16 17 18 
Craft Day 

   11:00 a.m. 

19 
Father’s Day 

 

 

20 
Masters Notes 

articles 

due in office. 

 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

23 24 25 

Game Night 

  5:30 p.m. 

26 27 28 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

30 June Birthdays 
 

Joshua Nickel – June 10
th

 

Madeline Barnicle – June 13
th

 

Kenny Savage – June 25
th

 

 



 

 
Lutheran Church of The Master 

 

June 2016 Schedule 
 

(Subject to Change) 
 

USHERS READERS ASSISTANT COUNTERS 
JUNE 5 JUNE 5 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
RIC Sunday 

JUNE 5 JUNE 5 

Julie Johnson Charles Peruchini 
Ephesians 2:11-22 

 

Deborah Kovac Barbara Browning 
Richard Levine  Joshua Nickel 
   
   

JUNE 12 JUNE 12 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

JUNE 12 JUNE 12 

Fred Ascher Fred Ascher 
2 Samuel 11:26-12:10, 13-15 

and 
Galatians 2:15-21 

Tom Jacobson Emily Jackson-Yano 
Manny Cabacungan  Ronald Nickel 
   
   

JUNE 19 JUNE 19 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

JUNE 19 JUNE 19 

Maria Gustafsson Grant Charles Peruchini 
Isaiah 65:1-9 

and 
Galatians 3:23-29 

Tom Jacobson Maria Gustafsson Grant 
Charlotte Johnson  Joshua Nickel 
   
   

JUNE 26 JUNE 26 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

JUNE 26 JUNE 26 

Kevin Grant Charlene MacKenzie 
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 

and 
Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

Emily Jackson-Yano Emily Jackson-Yano 
Bryan Yamasaki   Ronald Nickel 
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