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From the Pastor 
*

Why do you go to church? Some people say worship is 
the primary role of a church. We go to church to be 
spiritually inspired and soothed through music and 
Scripture. Some go to church to foster trust-worthy 
and life-giving relationships. People find and see their 
friends and family at church. Some go to learn about 
an awesome and fascinating God. They want to know 
more about God’s wisdom and guidance for their lives. 
 
Some see church as a place of healing from old wounds. 
Some see church as a place to express their talents and 
personality in a world that does make room for them. 
Some see church as a place where the lost, lonely, 
hungry and hurting can come and find some loving 
help, even if it is only a compassionate listening friend. 
Some come to be that needed help in a hurting world. 
Why do you go to church? 
 
I think sometimes the church tries to be too many 
things all at once. We do it out of love. I think back on 
the passages from Paul that says: “I have become all 
things to all people.” It is a hard thing to pull off. God 
surely can be all the things we want church to be… all 
the things we want to be for someone else… but we 
humans have our limits. 
 
Lent is a time for slowing down.  Lent is a time for 
accepting the human limitations we live with. The 
limits of mortality, time, energy, etc. I encourage you 
this Lent to simplify your relationship with your 
church. What is the most clear, basic and motivating 
reason you come to church?  Live into that simplicity 
and clarity. I suspect that if you put down all the other 
stuff of church and just focus in on that core life-giving 

part, you will find Lent to be the rejuvenating spiritual 
experience Lent is meant to be for you. 

Ioan Ittu, Pastor 
 

Time Change 
*

Reminder: Set your clocks forward one hour, 
Saturday, March 7th, before you go to bed. 
Worship will begin at 11:00 a.m. Daylight 
Savings Time, on Sunday, March 8th!! 

 

From the President 
*

For those of you following the dumpster fire saga: the 
Fire Department’s Arson investigation Team asked if 
we are committed to pressing charges if they arrested a 
suspect. We told them we are. From that we assume 
they have reviewed our video recordings and are 
nearing an arrest. 
 
We are very fortunate that the church wasn’t damaged. 
There are now cameras in the alley and the dumpster 
has been moved away from the church and placed in a 
gated enclosure. So overall, we’re probably better off 
than we were before. I want to thank those who made 
contributions to this emergency effort.  
 
On another subject, every Sunday I encourage people 
to volunteer for the church. You can start with 
something simple like being a reader or usher, then 
move on to something else. Or if there is a special task 
or project you would like to do for the church, please 
let us know. 
 
While I’m talking about volunteers let me thank a 
special group of them; Kenneth Roehrs, Sara McGah 
and Barbara Browning all of whom are retired and  
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working virtually full time at the church. The 
workforce’s loss is our gain. We are all very grateful 
for your labors of love and we couldn’t have as nice a 
church as we do without you. 

Kevin Grant, President 
 

From the 
Minister of Music 

*
LENTEN LITURGY 

 
Prior to each liturgical season, Pastor Ittu and I meet 
to plan the liturgy, prayers and service music for the 
new season. We discuss themes and share ideas, 
sometimes focusing on the upcoming lectionary 
readings and other times making choices based on the 
nature of the season itself. Finally we gather resources 
from our own and other traditions to complete the 
process. 
 
During the five Sundays of Lent this year we’ve 
adapted our liturgy from the Episcopal Book of 
Common Prayer. A prayer book is simply a volume 
containing the words of a structured form of service or 
liturgy. Our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 
serves as our prayer book since it contains the liturgy, 
prayers and format that we generally use. 
 
The first Book of Common Prayer was published in 
England in 1549, a product of the English Reformation 
and the work primarily of Thomas Cramner, 
Archbishop of Canterbury. It was in 1789 that the 
American Episcopal Church separated itself from the 
Church of England and shortly thereafter published 
the first American Book of Common Prayer. Based on 
its English predecessors, this service book has been 
revised several times through the years, most recently 
in 1928 & 1979. When the “new” Episcopal prayer 
book was introduced in 1979 there was a great turmoil 
and entire congregations left the church over the loss 
of some of the language and traditional elements of 
earlier prayer books. The 1979 volume added services 
in contemporary language while retaining service 
options in the original Elizabethan English. 
 
English Lutherans, Methodists and Presbyterians 
throughout the world have all borrowed from the 
original Book of Common Prayer in creating their own 
service books & liturgies. 
 
Some examples of well-known phrases from the Book 
of Common Prayer are: 
 

1. "Speak now or forever hold your peace" from 
the marriage liturgy. 

2. "Till death us do part", from the marriage 
liturgy. 

3. "Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust" 
from the funeral service. 

 
You may notice a stateliness and richness to the 
language of the current LCM Sunday liturgy. You may 
also notice some phrases we wouldn’t normally use:  an 
abundance of masculine references to God such as 
“Father Almighty”, and the word “brethren” in the 
Offering Invitation. 

David York, Minister of Music 
 

Financial Update 
*

*
*

In February we received $15,145.10 in donations, 
including $632.00 for Lent. Our giving for 2015 is now 
$22,596.11, 14.58% of our revised donation goal of 
$155,000. 
 
You may notice that our goal for donations, which was 
stated as $150,000 in our 2015 budget and in 
February's Master's Notes, has changed. In February, 
the Council voted to decrease our dependence on our 
investments and, instead, to increase our giving goal by 
$5,000. Please note that our total income amount has 
not changed. 

Emily Jackson-Yano, Financial Secretary 
*

LA Marathon Sunday 
March 15th 

 

 
 

Lutheran Church of The Master will volunteer at 
water station 19 in front of the church on that Sunday 
from 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Limited accessibility during 
the Marathon to our property prevents us from having 
our worship at the regular 11:00 a.m. Sunday time. 
There will be no worship that Sunday and instead will 
have a day of service in the community by passing out 
water. There will be an evening worship service on 
Saturday night the 14th at 5:00 p.m. If you are 
interested in helping with the Marathon, please talk 
with Robin ahead of time by calling or emailing the 
church office. 

 



LCM is 75 Years Old in 
2015! 

 
This year will be a year of celebrations for Lutheran 
Church of The Master. Each month we will be 
celebrating a part of the history of LCM and 
celebrating accomplishments made throughout the 75 
years. 
 
Our second decade, the 1950’s, will be celebrated on 
Sunday, March 22nd. Again there will be special photos 
creatively displayed by Katherine Hunt. At coffee hour 
we will host a potluck lunch, so be ready to bring a 
special treat popular in the 1950’s.  Just check the 
Internet - lots of good recipes. 
 

Mark the date! 
March 22nd at Lutheran Church of The Master 

*
Flower Chart 

*

*
*

March 1 Katherine and Martin Hunt, 
in honor of Gloria’s 1st birthday 

March 8 Open 
March 14 In honor of Pastor Richard’s birthday 
March 22 In honor of Emma Lou Candow’s 
 birthday  
March 29 Open 
 
If you wish to memorialize someone or an event, please 
note that with your name on the flower chart. Just a 
reminder that the cost is $20 for a single vase and 
$40 for both vases. When paying for the flowers, 
please include the payment in your offering envelope 
and make sure to write “flowers” on the envelope. 

*
Holy Week: 

Palm Sunday 
 

 
 

Holy week will begin with the Procession of the Palms 
on Palm Sunday, March 29th at 11:00 a.m. Please join 
us. 

 

Habitat for Humanity 
*

During this Lenten season, we at Lutheran Church of 
The Master, have set a goal to raise $1000.00 in 
benevolence gifts for Habitat for Humanity. Please 
consider a gift to reach our goal and help a worthy 
service organization. 
 
What is Habitat for Humanity?” 
 
“At Habitat for Humanity, we build. We build because 
we believe that everyone, everywhere, should have a 
healthy, affordable place to call home. More than 
building homes, we build communities, we build hope 
and we build the opportunity for families to help 
themselves.” 
 
What can we do? 
 
You can give a gift toward our $1,000.00 goal. 
 
And if you are willing to devote some hours, you have 
the opportunity to join Pastor Ittu to give sweat 
through labor in a Habitat for Humanity warehouse 
from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm on Saturday, March 28th. We 
will meet at church at 8:00 am and caravan to Torrance. 
Bring a sack lunch and something to drink. Our jobs 
will include things from stocking to helping customers. 
This is s great way to spend a good part of your day 
helping others so please join us. If you are free to help 
call the church office, (310) 473-1055 or Barbara 
Browning at (310) 393-6844. Thank you for 
considering this opportunity to serve. 

 
*

Come to our Craft Day 
 

We will meet on March 21st to knit or paint or do any 
other crafts you may like to do. This is a time to come 
together and enjoy each other’s company while doing 
crafts we love. Come to the Parish House at 11:00 a.m. 
- a light lunch will be served. If you are interested or if 
you have any questions, please contact Barbara 
Browning at (310) 393-6844. 

*
Come To Our Meetings 

 
All Council, Budget and Finance, and other Committee 
meetings are open meetings. Anyone may attend the 
meetings to observe the proceedings as a guest and is 
welcome to request voice from the chair. The Council 
is posting the Council meeting agenda, minutes, and 
reports in the Parish House for your information. If 
you have any questions about the meetings or materials, 
please consult with Kevin or Pastor. Our next Council 
& Budget and Finance meeting will be on Saturday, 
March 14th starting at 1:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome 
to attend. 



Our Prayer List 
 

 
 

We keep in prayer: Arash; Ardavan; David Arriola; 
Gina Beretta; Barbara Bombach; Francoise 
Campoverde; Emma Lou Candow; Carol Clarke; 
Andrew Crean; Faye Daroeian; Debbie Delmonte; 
Terri Duggan; Robert Duvall; Jane Fan and Alex Lin 
and family; Karen Friedman; John Hunt; Lois 
Jackson; Ted and Lynne Jackson; LCpl. Adam 
Johnson; Betty Johnson; Alex Kasirer; Irwin Keyes; 
Lydia Kisha; Deborah Kovac; Elizabeth Kovac; 
Jonathan Kovac; Charlene MacKenzie; Amy 
Manning; Gisela Marx; Mohsen; Susan Mortarelli; 
Steve Newberry; Joe Orue; Harley Rockoff; Millie 
Rojas; Rosamelida Sandoval; John Savage; Brian 
Sedlak; Douglas Sedlak; Kathie Shinholster; Hilary 
Smith; Helena Stark; Kent Weed; William White; 
Ann Wright; The plight of the Syrian people; 
Members of our AA Groups. 

 
Names may be added to the prayer list by filling out a prayer card in 

the pew racks or by contacting the office by email. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for 3 months. 

 
To Contact Pastor Ittu !

 

 
 

To meet with Pastor, contact him directly at his church 
e-mail address: iittu@lutheran.churchofthemaster.org. 
You may also call the church office - Pastor has his 
own church voice mail - to leave him a private message 
just call (310) 473-1055 and after the outgoing message 
begins, press 2 and the # key. 

 

Sunday Bible Study 
*

*
*

You can study the Bible every Sunday morning! We 
Meet at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish House and study each 
week's lessons in advance of the service with Pastor 
Ittu. Our study of the Bible is in keeping with our 
Synod's commitment to the ELCA initiative "Book of 
Faith: Lutherans Read the Bible." Come, grab a donut 
and a cup of coffee, and experience the power of 
scripture! 

*

Community Law Clinic 
 

We are pleased to continue to host 
the Khosravi-Malakouti Community 
Law Clinic on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdays of every Month from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Parish 
House 

 
Attorneys John Khosravi and Parviz Malakouti are be 
available to answer your questions regarding your legal 
problems. Each clinic participant will receive a private 
15-minute session to ask questions about a wide variety 
of civil legal matters. Criminal law issues will not be 
addressed at the clinic. The service is completely free 
of charge to participants. Languages spoken include 
English, Spanish, Persian, and French. Parviz 
Malakouti is a California licensed attorney and a 
graduate of UCLA and the University of Miami School 
of Law. John Khosravi is a California licensed 
attorney and a graduate of UCLA and Loyola Law 
School. 

 

Simply Giving 
*

You may wish to consider making your contributions 
online. Contributions may be made to Lutheran 
Church of The Master with the secure Electronic 
Giving service of Vanco Services and Thrivent for 
Lutherans, using the Simply Giving link on the church 
website: 
 

lutheran.churchofthemaster.org 
click on the Give Online tab. 

 
There is no cost to you for this program. You may 
donate to the church either in one-time contributions 
or in an ongoing arrangement for regular offerings.  
You may have your offerings debited directly from 
your checking or savings account or from your credit 
card - you manage the donation frequency and the 
donation amount for each fund you wish to support. 
Register by clicking on the Give Online tab to 
communicate directly and securely with Vanco 
Services. If you have questions or need assistance, 
please contact the church office (310) 473-1055. 

 

Fellowship Brunch 
*

Are you interested in contributing something to our 
weekly fellowship brunch such as sandwiches, pizza, 
dessert, or anything of your liking? If so, please 
contact the church office by Friday at noon or call 
Barbara at (310) 393-6844. 

*
*

LCM:iMac:Users:Shared:MstNts03<2015j2.docx*<*2/27/15*
 



Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

Every 
Sunday 
 
Bible Study    10:00 a.m. 
Choir Warm-up 
                      10:28 a.m. 
Worship         11:00 a.m. 

March 2015 Calendar  

 
 

Please refer to CALENDAR at http://lutheran.churchofthemaster.org for updates. 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday - 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

1  
 
 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
4:00-7:00 p.m. Sanctuary!

2 ! 3  
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House  

4 
 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary!!

5 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

6  7 

8  
Daylight Savings Time 
Starts 
   2:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
4:00-7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

9 10  
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House!

11  
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary!

12 
 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

13 14 
Council/Budget and 
Finance Meeting 
   1:00 p.m. 
 
Evening Worship Service 
   5:00 p.m. at LCM 

 

15  
LA Marathon 

No Worship at LCM 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
4:00-7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

16 
 

17  
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House!

18 
 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

19 
 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m.!

20  
 

Masters Notes 
articles 

due in office 

21 
Craft Day 
   11:00 a.m.  

22  
LCM’s 75th Anniversary 

1950’s Celebration 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
4:00-7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

23 24  
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

25  
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

26 
 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

27 28 
Habitat for Humanity 
   8:00 a.m.  

 

29  
Palm Sunday 

 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
4:00-7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

30 31  
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

  March Birthdays 
!
Ronald Nickel – March 3rd 
Julie Johnson – March 12th 

Pastor Robert Richards – March 14th 

Kelci Hahn – March 16th 
Kyle Clower – March 20th 
Bryan Sanders – March 21st 



Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

March 2015 Schedule 
 

(Subject to Change) 
 

USHERS ACOLYTE READERS ASSISTANT COUNTERS 
March 1 March 1 March 1 

Second Sunday in Lent 
March 1 March 1 

Maria Gustafsson Grant Jeremy Nickel Katherine Hunt 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

and 
Romans 4:13-25 

Deborah Kovac Barbara Browning 
Julie Johnson   Ronald Nickel 
    
    

March 8 March 8 March 8 
Third Sunday in Lent 

March 8 March 8 

Kevin Grant  Jeremy Nickel Kim Hedlin 
Exodus 20:1-17 

and 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

Yalda Riahi Sara McGah 
Bryan Yamasaki   Joshua Nickel 
    
    

March 14 March 14 March 14 
Fourth “Sunday” in Lent 

March 14 March 14 

 Jeremy Nickel Sara McGah 
Numbers 21:4-9 

and 
Ephesians 2:1-10 

 Sara McGah 
   Joshua Nickel 
    

    

March 22 March 22 March 22 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 22 March 22 

Julie Johnson Jeremy Nickel Deborah Kovac 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

and 
Hebrews 5:5-10 

Tom Jacobson Emily Jackson-Yano 
Bryan Yamasaki   Tom Jacobson 
    

    
March 29 March 29 March 29 

Palm Sunday 
March 29 March 29 

Fred Ascher  Jeremy Nickel John Johnson 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 

and 
Philippians 2:5-11 

Emily Jackson-Yano Maria Gustafsson Grant 
Manny Cabacungan   Emily Jackson-Yano 
    

   
!
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