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From the Pastor 
*

Things have been going really well for LCM over the 
past few years. We’ve steadily grown our attendance 
by about 5 people a year toward our goal of 100 in 
worship. Our offerings have increased to amounts 
unheard of in a church our size. We have begun to 
effectively manage and leveraged our substantial 
invested assets to accomplish strategically important 
projects. 
 
Why have we grown? Is it return on our strategic 
projects? Is it due to a talented, likable and hard-
working staff and Council? Is it the beautiful music 
and worship intentionally crafted each Sunday? Is it 
the genuinely welcoming and loving nature of the 
people of LCM? The answer is yes to all of the above. 
There is a beautiful confluence of blessings swirling 
around LCM that makes this time a blessed time full of 
opportunity.  
 
How does LCM want to use its many blessings? Does 
God want us to charitably help our neighbor? Does 
God want us to welcome more people into a Sunday 
worship experience? Does God want us to improve 
our building and property? Likely the answer is yet 
again: “Yes to all”. 
 
During recent discussions I’ve had with folks, I was 
told about desired projects that total between $500,000 
and $1,200,000. Some of these are necessary for safety. 
Some are aesthetic preferences. Some are desired only 
1 or 2 people. Some are broadly desired by most. How 
will LCM use its many blessings? Will we spend on 
ourselves or others? On our building or staff or 
benevolence or…??? The likelihood is that with 
effective use of our assets and continued steady growth 

some version of most these projects 
will get accomplished over the 
course of the next 25 years. 
 
My strategic advice is to focus 
spending on those many things that 
have significant impact on the 
growth of our Sunday worship 
attendance. My pastoral advice is to pray on the matter, 
and discuss it with friends, and focus on these 
questions: “Why has God so richly blessed us? What 
does God want from His blessed LCM?” And 
remember these wise words: 

“With great power comes great responsibility.” 
-Ben Parker (Spiderman’s Uncle) 

Ioan Ittu, Pastor 
 

From the President 
*

Special thanks to David York, Pastor Ittu and the 
choir for their work on the Easter service. We had at 
least one hundred and fifteen people in attendance at 
one of our best services ever. Well done. 
 
Thanks to Barbara, Katherine and the other people 
who have worked on our 40’s, 50’s and 60’s 
celebrations. It has been fun to seen church members 
wearing vintage clothing and having period accurate 
foods. 
 
The Saturday after Easter, a group of church members 
went to the California Science Center to see the Dead 
Sea Scrolls exhibit. If you haven’t seen it, I encourage 
you to go. It’s a very moving experience. Pay the extra 
five dollars for the audio player. It has a lot of good 
information. 

Kevin Grant, President 
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Financial Update 
*

In April we received $9,407.00 in donations, bringing 
our year-to-date total to $48,665.68, or 31.4% of our 
giving goal of $155,000.00. Easter donations are 
$3,499.75 as of April 30. Thank you for your ongoing 
support! 

God bless, 
Emily Jackson-Yano, Financial Secretary 

 
From the 

Minister of Music 
*

This is the time of year that many of my favorite public 
television and radio stations are conducting their 
annual pledge drives. While some of the programs and 
musical selections that accompany this ritual run to the 
familiar and trite, I still try to remember all of the 
things I enjoy about each of these stations and send in 
a pledge of support. My intentions in this regard are 
good, but unfortunately I don’t always get around to 
calling or sending in a gift. The same holds true for 
some of the charities that seek my donations through 
the mail. I’m sure I have four or five solicitations on my 
desk at home right now for organizations I plan to 
support but haven’t yet sent a check. 
 
At LCM we are fortunate to have many of the 
expenses of the music program covered in the annual 
budget. Funds for sheet music, special instrumentalists 
at Christmas and Easter and the salaries of many of 
our section leaders are provided through your 
generous gifts to the church and through the support 
of the LCM Foundation. However, that generosity 
covers only part of our expenses. As we expand and 
grow, additional funds are required to sustain the 
quality level of our music program and continue the 
salaries of our young UCLA music students and music 
professionals. I’m sure you join me in recognizing and 
appreciating the work and ministry of these fine 
musicians who contribute so much to the church by 
offering leadership to the choir and support to our 
worship.  
 
Time and time again the people of LCM have 
demonstrated a spirit of generosity in giving above and 
beyond their regular contributions to the church. 
During Lent, over $1,000 was donated in support of 
Habitat for Humanity (with an additional $1,000 given 
by the Foundation.) This month we begin our annual 
Memory Month appeal and I have no doubt that the 
members of the congregation will respond with open 
hearts. 
 
I hear each Sunday from those who appreciate the 
ministry of music and I know many others are uplifted 
by the music of the choir, soloists and instrumentalists. 

If this is true for you, perhaps you will consider 
making an extra gift to the music program now. 
Thanks to those who have already supported the 
Friends of Music at LCM this year. 

 
------------------------------------------------ 

 
Soon we will be saying farewell to soprano section 
leader Katie Bruton who will be attending the Chicago 
College of Performing Arts this fall, working toward a 
Masters Degree in Vocal Performance. The program is 
two years long and culminates in a final recital. She'll 
be studying with soprano Judith Haddon. We’ve 
appreciated Katie’s many contributions to our choir 
and worship and wish she and her husband David all 
the best. 

 
------------------------------------------------ 

 
Looking Ahead-- The Choir and Soloists of LCM will 
present Felix Mendelssohn's Oratorio "Elijah" in 
worship on Sunday, June 7 at 11:00 am. Don't miss 
this dramatic choral presentation featuring Ryan 
Thorn as Elijah. 

David York, Minister of Music 
 

LCM is 75 Years Young 
in 2015! 

 
We are now into our 4th month of celebrating 

Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

Our fourth decade, the 1970’s, will be celebrated on 
Sunday, May 17th. I hope you have enjoyed our 
celebrations and history thus far. We are grateful to 
Katherine and Martin Hunt for their creative displays 
of our history as a church in West Los Angeles. Our 
Coffee Hours have been very tasty and represented the 
decades being celebrated. We have some very excellent 
chefs among us! Plan your favorite dish of the 1970’s 
and be there on Sunday, May 17th. 

*
Volunteers Needed 

For LA Pride 
June 12th-14th 

*
Lutherans Concerned is looking for volunteers from 
RIC congregations to help us make a splash at L.A. 
Pride, June 12th – June 14th. We need volunteers to set 
up and tear down booths, staff the booths, and march 
in the parade at L.A. Pride. This is a great opportunity 
to have a lot of fun and spread the word about 
Welcoming Churches in the area. If you are interested 
in volunteering, please email Pastor Caleb Crainer at 
pastor@standrews-wla.org or contact the church office 
by email. (If you are super excited to volunteer there is 
also Long Beach Pride May 16th - 17th, and OC Pride 
on August 1st.) 



Flower Chart 
*

*
*

May 3  Open 
May 10  Open 
May 17  Open 
May 24  Bettijune Fanning, 
 in memory of Peggy Harthan's 
 birthday. 
May 31  Open 
 
If you wish to memorialize someone or an event, please 
note that with your name on the flower chart. Just a 
reminder that the cost is $20 for a single vase and 
$40 for both vases. When paying for the flowers, 
please include the payment in your offering envelope 
and make sure to write “flowers” on the envelope. 

*
Come To Our Meetings 

 
All Council and other Committee meetings are open 
meetings. Anyone may attend the meetings to observe 
the proceedings as a guest and is welcome to request 
voice from the chair. The Council is posting the 
Council meeting agenda, minutes, and reports in the 
Parish House for your information. If you have any 
questions about the meetings or materials, please 
consult with Kevin or Pastor. Our next Council 
meeting will be on Saturday, May 16th starting at 
9:00 a.m. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 

Sunday Bible Study 
*

You can study the Bible every Sunday morning! We 
Meet at 10:00 a.m. in the Parish House and study each 
week's lessons in advance of the service with Pastor 
Ittu. Our study of the Bible is in keeping with our 
Synod's commitment to the ELCA initiative "Book of 
Faith: Lutherans Read the Bible." Come, grab a donut 
and a cup of coffee, and experience the power of 
scripture! 

 
Message from 

Millie Rojas !
 

To Pastor Ittu , Pastor Richards and congregation, 
 
Please accept my sincere gratitude for the prayers, 
concern, well wishes and hugs you have shown to me 
during these last three months of hospitalization and 
recovery at home. 
 
I thank God everyday for you and your continued love 
you share with all people. 

Love always, Millie Rojas 

Our Prayer List 
 

 
 

We keep in prayer: Arash; Ardavan; David Arriola; 
Gina Beretta; Barbara Bombach; Francoise 
Campoverde; Emma Lou Candow; Carol Clarke; 
Andrew Crean; Faye Daroeian; Debbie Delmonte; 
Terri Duggan; Robert Duvall; Jane Fan and Alex Lin 
and family; Karen Friedman; John Hunt; Lois 
Jackson; Ted and Lynne Jackson; Cpl. Adam 
Johnson; Betty Johnson; Alex Kasirer; Irwin Keyes; 
Lydia Kisha; Deborah Kovac; Elizabeth Kovac; 
Jonathan Kovac; Amy Manning; Gisela Marx; 
Mohsen; Susan Mortarelli; Steve Newberry; Joe 
Orue; Harley Rockoff; Millie Rojas; Rosamelida 
Sandoval; John Savage; Brian Sedlak; Douglas 
Sedlak; Kathie Shinholster; Hilary Smith; Helena 
Stark; Polina Tashlitskaya; Kent Weed; William 
White; Ann Wright; The plight of the Syrian people; 
Members of our AA Groups. 

 

Names may be added to the prayer list by filling out a prayer card in 
the pew racks or by contacting the office by email. 

Names will remain on the prayer list for 3 months. 
 

Art by John Johnson 
For Sale !

 

John Johnson is selling his “YES” paintings, which 
are images of the sun with human shapes forming the 
rays. They are acrylic painted on a 12-sided canvas, 
available in various colors and $150. Talk to John if 
you are interested. 

 

Community Law Clinic 
 

We are pleased to continue to host the 
Khosravi-Malakouti Community Law 
Clinic on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 
of every Month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. in the Parish House 

 

Attorneys John Khosravi and Parviz Malakouti are be 
available to answer your questions regarding your legal 
problems. Each clinic participant will receive a private 
15-minute session to ask questions about a wide variety 
of civil legal matters. Criminal law issues will not be 
addressed at the clinic. The service is completely free 
of charge to participants. Languages spoken include 
English, Spanish, Persian, and French. Parviz 
Malakouti is a California licensed attorney and a 
graduate of UCLA and the University of Miami School 
of Law. John Khosravi is a California licensed 
attorney and a graduate of UCLA and Loyola Law 
School. 

*
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Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

Every 
Sunday 
 
Bible Study    10:00 a.m. 
Choir Warm-up 
                      10:28 a.m. 
Worship         11:00 a.m. 

May 2015 Calendar  

 
 

Please refer to CALENDAR at http://lutheran.churchofthemaster.org for updates. 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday - 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

May Birthdays 
!
Tom Jacobson – May 1st 
Katie Bruton – May 6th 
Dave Knickerbocker – May 17th 
Avalon Nuovo – May 18th 
Sarah Knickerbocker – May 26th 
Barbara Browning – May 30th 

 !  1  2 

3  
 
 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
4:00-7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

4 5  
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House!

6  
 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary!

7 
 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

8  
Synod Assembly 

 
 

 

9 
Synod Assembly 

 
 
 
 

10  
Mother’s Day 

 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
4:00-7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

11 12  
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House!

13  
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

14 
 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m.!

15  16 
Council/Budget and 
Finance Meeting 
   9:00 a.m. 
 

17  
LCM’s 75th Anniversary 

1970’s Celebration 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
4:00-7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

18 19  
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

20 
 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

21 
 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

22  
 

Masters Notes 
articles 

due in office 

23 

24  
Day of Pentecost 

 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
4:00-7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

25 26  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

27  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

28 
 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

29 30 

31 



Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

May 2015 Schedule 
 

(Subject to Change) 
 

USHERS ACOLYTE READERS ASSISTANT COUNTERS 
May 3 May 3 May 3 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 3 May 3 

Maria Gustafsson Grant Jeremy Nickel Deborah Kovac 
Acts 8:26-40 

and 
1 John 4:7-21 

Yalda Riahi Barbara Browning 
Julie Johnson   Ronald Nickel 
    
    

May 10 May 10 May 10 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 10 May 10 

Kevin Grant  Jeremy Nickel Kim Hedlin 
Acts 10:44-48 

and 
1 John 5:1-6 

Emily Jackson-Yano Emily Jackson-Yano 
Bryan Yamasaki   Joshua Nickel 
    
    

May 17 May 17 May 17 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

May 17 May 17 

Fred Ascher  Jeremy Nickel Charlene Mackenzie 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

and 
1 John 5:9-13 

Deborah Kovac Barbara Browning 
Manny Cabacungan   Maria Gustafsson Grant 
    

    

May 24 May 24 May 24 
Day of Pentecost 

May 24 May 24 

Fred Ascher Jeremy Nickel John Johnson 
Acts 2:1-21 

and 
Romans 8:22-27 

Tom Jacobson Sara McGah 
Carlos Valera   Joshua Nickel 
    

    
May 31 May 31 May 31 

The Holy Trinity 
May 31 May 31 

Maria Gustafsson Grant Jeremy Nickel Tom Jacobson 
Isaiah 6:1-8 

and  
Romans 8:12-17 

Deborah Kovac Emily Jackson-Yano 
Julie Johnson   Tom Jacobson 
    

   
!
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