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Thoughts from Pastor Peg 
 

Dearly Beloved of God, 

As a congregation of the ELCA, we at LCM have 

opportunity to observe the 500
th

 anniversary of the 

Reformation (October 31
st

, 2016 – October 31
st

, 2017) 

under the theme “Freed and renewed in Christ.” This is 

not a celebration, but a commemoration, meaning, as 

Gail Ramshaw points out “It’s not Lutherans celebrating 

Luther,” but “Lutherans, Roman Catholics [and others] 

together commemorating our common past, shared 

present, and a future of hope.” 
 

But why the big deal about something that happened 

500 years ago? 
 

Obviously, not all are aware this 500
th

 anniversary 

commemorates a milestone, but 1517 did ignite one of 

history’s most amazing transformations. It started 

when an Augustinian monk, Martin Luther, was 

encountered by grace (God’s free gift of love) that sets 

us free to love our neighbor. This encounter changed 

his life and led to reformations that are ongoing today. 

Luther is now recognized as one of the top 100 most 

important change-agents in history. 
 

Luther’s life, even with all his imperfections, made a 

difference. We too, with our imperfections, are called 

to trust God to help our lives make a difference for 

good, not in order to get God’s love, but because God 

first loves us and has freed us for joyful service.  
 

Luther’s life was turned around when he discovered 

God loved him into the freedom for others. Luther’s 

discovery of grace started a dialogue that changed the 

way we think about being Christian. Being a Christian 

isn’t about doing something to get saved. It’s about 

what we are free to do because God loves us first and 

promises to be with us daily into eternity. Jesus says: 

“The reign of God is within and among you.” We don’t 

have to wait to die and go to heaven to taste God’s 

love. The Psalmist means today, “O taste and see 

[today] that the Lord is good.” 
 

When we practice our faith – time to pray, worship, 

listen to God’s word, and overflow in loving service 

toward our neighbor – we discover God’s reign is 

among and within us. In baptism we die to self-

centeredness and are raised in Christ to a freedom that 

begins now and blossoms in God’s eternity. Claim your 

baptism! Or if you’re not baptized yet, just ask. You are 

beloved!  
 

Yes! No matter what, you are loved! No matter what, 

you are set free from the boredom of being turned in 

upon yourself. Our vocation sends us to our neighbor! 

Keep an eye out for the next opportunity you have to 

love someone with God’s love! From as small a gift as a 

smile to a stranger, to as great as gift as giving your 

time, talent and treasure, joyfully serving the neighbor 

is our vocation! 

Thanks be to God! In Christ’s love, Pastor Peg 
 

Time Change: 
Set Your Clocks Back 

 

 

Reminder: Set your clocks one hour back, Saturday, 

November 5
th

, before you go to bed. Worship will begin 

at 11:00 a.m. Pacific Standard Time, on Sunday, 

November 6
th

!! 

Craig Shepherd  2000 



 

From the 
Minister of Music 

 
All Saints’ Sunday 

 

On Sunday November 6
th

 we’ll celebrate All Saints’ 

Sunday with special prayers of remembrance and a 

time to celebrate and honor our own personal saints—

parents, teachers, friends and relatives who have had a 

significant impact on our lives. 
 

One of my favorite NPR shows, “This American Life” 

recently shared the story about a community in Japan 

still recovering from the loss of 421 people during the 

2011 tsunami and earthquake and the way some are 

keeping in touch with lost loved ones.  
 

In the episode One Last Thing Before I Go we’re 

reminded that the tsunami and the earthquake that 

went with it killed six times more people than died in 

9/11-- over 19,000 people. Another 2,500 are still 

missing. And in the aftermath, families have struggled 

to figure out how they were going to move forward 

without the people they loved. Host Ira Glass explained 

that, “… in that town of Otsuchi, it lead to this new-- I 

don't know, ritual is not exactly the right word for this. 

But it's something close to that-- this thing that people 

invented to stay connected to the dead.” 
 

Just prior to the tsunami, community member Itaru 

Sasaki was trying to find a way to talk about the loss of 

his cousin. He came up with an idea: He went out and 

bought an old-fashioned phone booth and stuck it in his 

garden on a hill overlooking the Pacific Ocean. Inside 

he placed a black rotary phone, resting on a wooden 

shelf. This phone connected to nowhere. It didn't work 

at all. Sasaki called it the “wind telephone” because all 

of the calls were carried away in the wind. 
 

Word spread about the telephone and soon strangers 

were showing up randomly to speak with their 

deceased loved ones. Thousands from across Japan 

have used the phone. Typical of the calls is this one 

placed by an older woman, who lost her husband. On 

this trip she was accompanied by her two young 

grandsons, who were anxious to speak to their 

grandfather. The older boy said, “Grandpa, how are 

you?  I’m going to be in 4th grade next month.” The 

younger boy says, “I’m fine and grandma’s fine too. I 

finished all of my homework.” The boys and their 

grandmother say goodbye. 
 

Most all of the calls are simple and straightforward. 

Some use the opportunity to say things they never said 

while their loved was living, such as “I love you.” An old 

farmer who lost his son in the tsunami and later his wife 

to cancer dials the rotary phone and tells his son, “Take 

care of mom. I miss you. I’ll call again.” Itaru Sasaki has 

noticed that more men than woman use the phone, 

which is not surprising in a culture where many find it 

difficult to openly express feelings.  
 

What a refreshing and simple ritual! One way we can 

stay connected to our loved ones is through the prayer 

of remembrance, the All Saints’ Litany, sung on All 

Saints’ Sunday. Four soloists will chant the names of 

those we remember as together we sing the litany “we 

remember them”. I hope that you’ll join us on the 6
th

 as 

“we remember them….”. 

David York, Minister of Music 

 

From the President 
 

Highlights from the church council meeting: 

• We are still considering what the correct 

configuration of our alarm system should be. 

We’re collecting more information. 

• We purchased an air conditioner/heater for the 

Parish House office. It arrived damaged. We’re 

not sure if the damage is cosmetic or functional. 

We’re working with the vendor to correct the 

problem. This should be resolved by Nov 1. 

• We accepted some changes to the Church 

Constitution which will be voted on later by the 

congregation. 

• Our November fun event will be attending 

Bishop Guy Irwin’s lecture on Martin Luther. This 

will be on November 19 at First Lutheran Church 

in Torrance at 10 AM to 2:30 PM. The cost is $10. 

• To help with the visibility of the church, on 

Saturday, November 12 starting it 9 AM, we will 

have a work day to install holiday lights along the 

roof line of the church. Please join us if you can. It 

will be interesting to see if this does improve the 

visibility of the church. 

• Nominations Committee is working on 

nominations for the for 2017 Council. 
Kevin Grant, President 

 

Congratulations 
 

Congratulations to Pastor Ioan Ittu who has accepted a 

call from St. Stephen's Lutheran Church in Granada 

Hills, California to serve as their Pastor! May God's 

richest blessings be upon Pastor Ittu and the St. 

Stephen's congregation as they begin their ministry 

together, serving God's purposes in the world. Thanks 

be to God. 



 

Work Day at LCM 
Saturday, November 12th 

 
On Saturday, November 12

th
 starting 

at 9:00 a.m., LCM will have a work day 

for everyone to get together and 

complete some much needed tasks, 

including the installation of new 

holiday lights along the roof. Mark 

your calendars to join us! 
 

Call Committee Update	
 

This is the first of a monthly series of articles keeping 

you updated on the call process for a new pastor for 

Lutheran Church of The Master. The Call Committee 

members are: Deborah Kovac, Kevin Grant, Bryan 

Yamasaki, Richard Levine, Tom Jacobson and Barbara 

Browning. We met in April with Pastor Marjorie Funk-

Pihl, from the Synod Office, to begin our MET (Mission 

Exploration Team) process. We held 4 meetings to look 

at our strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats 

within our congregation and our surrounding 

neighborhood. This process included interviews with 

many of you and research into surrounding churches, 

schools (including UCLA), businesses and our 

demographics. Tom then put our results into a 

document and it was submitted to the Synod. This is a 

summary of this document. 

1. As an expression of our faith in God, we do good 

works that inspire our neighbors to partner with us, 

visit us, experience worship and join as members. 

We are excited about these Mission Opportunities 

to increase our health and growth. 

We can continue to grow our relationship with the 

UCLA Music Department. 

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation we can 

partner with organizations that serve the LBGTQ 

community. 

We will find new ways to show God’s love to our 

homeless neighbors as a mission opportunity. 

We live in a community of wide varieties of faith 

traditions. We have the opportunity to participate 

and host interfaith dialogue with professors at 

UCLA. We could take a leadership role in vigils that 

unite our community in love and caring in times of 

crisis. 

2. Characteristics/traits in pastoral leadership which 

would be most helpful in supporting the 

congregation in these new mission opportunities. 

>Emphasize inclusiveness and celebrate diversity. 

>Engage the broader community, connecting us 

with our neighborhood and city. 

>Be open-minded, generous in spirit and friendly. 

>Be personally calm and secure in his/her opinions, 

but collaborative.  

>Be a strong administrator and an assured leader 

capable of inspiring the congregation and 

community. 

>Should appreciate the arts, especially music. 

>Preaching should be intelligent and thoughtful, 

Biblical in basis, but engaged with contemporary 

society and its challenges. 

If you have any questions, please contact anyone on the 

Call Committee. Barbara Browning 
 

Thanksgiving Prep Day 
 

On Wednesday, November 23
rd

 at 

5:00 p.m. we will meet to do the 

prep work for our Thanksgiving 

feast for the following day. The 

chores will include putting up the 

tables and chairs, setting the tables, preparing the 

turkeys, peeling potatoes, cutting up vegetables, and 

anything else we might need help with. Please come 

and help and stay as long as you like. 
 

Thanksgiving 
November 24th, 2016  

 

There will be a Thanksgiving Day 

worship service at 11:00 a.m. at 

LCM followed by a traditional 

Turkey dinner. Turkey, gravy, and 

potatoes will be provided, and 

everyone is encouraged to bring 

their favorite side dish or dessert to share. There will be 

a sign-up sheet in the narthex to indicate what favorite 

dish you are bringing to our Thanksgiving Feast. And if 

you forget to sign up that's okay, please come anyway 

there is always plenty to eat. If you have any questions, 

please call Barbara at (310) 393-6844 or the church 

office at (310) 473-1055. 
 

Thanksgiving Day Offering  
 

The church council has designated 

LCM’s Thanksgiving Day offering to 

go to Lutheran World Relief’s effort to 

help victims of Hurricane Matthew. To make a 

donation, you can write a check to LCM with a note 

designating it for Hurricane Matthew. 
 

Craft Day Cancelled 
 

Craft Day on November 19
th

 is cancelled. We will 

instead be going to Torrance to attend the 

“Reformation Road Trip” with Bishop Guy Erwin. 



 

Financial Update 
 

Greetings! In October we received $15,657.08 in 

General Fund donations. Our year-to-date total is now 

$111,860.92, or 77.15% of our 2016 goal of $145,000. 

Thank you! 

Emily Jackson-Yano, Financial Secretary 
 

75th Anniversary Campaign 
Pledge Update 

 

Last year, our 75th Anniversary Campaign raised 

$117,300, of which $53,075 was in the form of pledges 

over a five-year period. To date, we have received 

$23,275, or 43.85% of those pledges. Thank you for 

your ongoing support of the Lutheran Church of the 

Master Foundation! 
 

Come To Our Meetings 
 

All Council and other Committee meetings are open 

meetings. Anyone may attend the meetings to observe 

the proceedings as a guest and is welcome to request 

voice from the chair. The Council is posting the Council 

meeting agenda, minutes, and reports in the Parish 

House for your information. If you have any questions 

about the meetings or materials, please consult with 

Kevin. Our next Council meeting will be on Monday, 
November 14th at 6:00 p.m. We will lead off the 

meeting with Geoff Delahanty from Thrivent who will 

discuss our property stewardship investments. All are 

welcome to attend. 
 

We will also meet on Saturday, November 5th at 9:00 
a.m. to continue the process of drafting the 2017 

Budget for the General Fund. If you have any questions 

regarding the budget process, contact Emily. All are 

welcome to attend this meeting. 
 

Flower Chart 
 

November 6 Sara McGah, 

in memory of Tom McGah. 

November 13 Open 

November 20 Charles Peruchini 

November 27 Open 
 

Please consider donating the altar flowers for worship. 

If you wish to memorialize someone or an event, please 

note that with your name on the flower chart. Note: 
the cost in 2016 is $15 for a single vase and $30 for 
both vases. When paying for the flowers, please 

include the payment in your offering envelope and 

make sure to write “flowers” on the envelope. 
 

Helping The Homeless 
 

John Johnson, our Administrative Assistant, has been 

very busy handing out our sack lunches and hygiene 

kits to the homeless. We are in need of more food 

items. The sack lunches include individual packaged 

items, such as easy open cans of meat, fruit, pudding, 

cheese and crackers, energy/protein bars, juices and 

small bottles of water. We also include treats such as 

cookies, nuts and granola bars. Our biggest need at this 

time is easy open cans of tuna, Vienna sausage or 

chicken. If you would like to contribute to the hygiene 

kits, we need wash cloths, soap, tooth brushes, 

toothpaste and combs. Thank you for being a part of 

our homeless ministry. 
 

November Fun Event 
Reformation Road Trip 

 

On November 19
th

 at 9:00 a.m., we will meet at the 

church to carpool to First Lutheran Church in Torrance 

to attend the “Reformation Road Trip” with Bishop Guy 

Erwin. This event is in celebration of the 500
th

 

Anniversary of the Reformation. The Bishop will give 

two lectures on Martin Luther with lunch served 

between the lectures. The cost is $10.00. This is an 

opportunity you don’t want to miss.  
 

Our Prayer List 
 

We keep in prayer: Bobbie Arkoff, Fred 

Ascher, the Family and Friends of Jason Avila, 

Tony Avila, Yasaman, David Arriola, Gina 

Beretta, Barbara Bombach, Yuby Calderon, 

Francoise Campoverde, Emma Lou Candow, Lola 

Correa, Victoria and J. W. Chavier Sr., Andrew Crean, 

Caryl Crozier, Edita Cabacungan Donnelly and Family, 

Ali FarzinKia, Emett Fisher, Ladante Fisher, Bob and 

Diane Guyett, Badri and Negin Hunold, Jacquline Hunt, 

Malinda J., Ted and Lynne Jackson, Betty Johnson, 

Merle Johnson, the Family of Roy Johnson, Mary Kay, 

Rossen Kirilov, Daniel and Doris Kisha, the Family of 

Dottie Knight, Elizabeth Kovac, Jonathan Kovac, Tobi 

Krawczyk, Gisela Marx, Steve Newberry, Rachel and 

her unborn child, the family of Adam Rambo, the Reul 

Family, Harley Rockoff, Millie Rojas, Rosamelida 

Sandoval, Hilary Smith, Alireza Soulati, Helena Stark, 

Peter Stackhouse, Gordon Stark, Polina Tashlitskaya, 

John Warren, Kent Weed, Hideto Yano, the plight of 

the Syrian people, members of our AA Groups. 
 

Names may be added to the prayer list by filling out a prayer card 

in the pew racks or by contacting the office by email. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for 3 months. 
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Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

Every Sunday 
 
Bible Study         10:00 a.m. 
Choir Warm-up 10:28 a.m. 
Worship              11:00 a.m. 
Fellowship        12:15 p.m. 

November 2016 Calendar 
 

Please refer to CALENDAR at http://lutheran.churchofthemaster.org for updates. 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday - 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 
  1 2 

 

Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 

AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

3 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

4 5 
2017 Budget Planning 
Meeting 
   9:00 a.m. 

 
6 

All Saints Sunday 
7 8 

 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

9 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

10 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

11 12 
Work Day 
   9:00 a.m. 

13 14 
Council Meeting 
   6:00 p.m. 
Parish House 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

16 
 

Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 

AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

17 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

18 19 
Reformation Road Trip 
   9:00 a.m. Carpool from 
the Church 
   10:00 a.m. in Torrance 
 
No Craft Day 

20 21 
Masters Notes 

articles 
due in office. 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

23 
Thanksgiving 
Prep Time 
   5:00 p.m. 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

24 
Thanksgiving 
Worship and 
Dinner 
   11:00 a.m. 
 
No Choir Rehersal 

25 26 

27 28 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

27 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

 

November Birthdays 
 

Jacob Ahn - November 5th 
David York - November 7th 
Pastor Peg – November 7th 
Griffith Frank - November 18th 
Mary Savage  - November 29th 

 



 

Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

November 2016 Schedule 
 

(Subject to Change) 
 

USHERS READERS ASSISTANT COUNTERS 
November 6 November 6 

All Saints Sunday 
November 6 November 6 

Kevin Grant Millie Rojas 
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 

and 
Ephesians 1:11-23	

Emily Jackson-Yano Maria Gustafsson-Grant 
Bryan Yamasaki  Joshua Nickel 
   
   

November 13 November 13  
Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

November 13 November 13 

Charlotte Johnson Charlene MacKenzie 
Malachi 4:1-2a 

and 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Deborah Kovac Barbara Browning 
Richard Levine  Tom Jacobson 
   
   

November 20 
 

November 20 
Christ the King Sunday 

November 20 November 20 

Fred Ascher Fred Ascher 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

and 
Colossians 1:11-20 

Tom Jacobson Emily Jackson-Yano 
Manny Cabacungan  Ronald Nickel 
   
   

November 24 November 24 
Thanksgiving Day 

November 24 November 24 

Richard Levine Leah Chang  
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

and 
Philippians 4:4-9 

Deborah Kovac  
Charlene MacKenzie   
   
   

November 27 November 27 
First Sunday of Advent 

November 27 November 27 

Leah Chang Charles Peruchini 
Isaiah 2:1-5 

and 
Romans 13:11-14 

Tom Jacobson Emily Jackson-Yano 
Julie Johnson  Ronald Nickel 
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