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From Pastor Richards 
 

While Pastor Ittu is away for the month of October it 
is my happy opportunity to provide pastoral support 
during these Fall autumnal days as we move from the 
pleasant, if warm, days of Summer into the pleasant, if 
warm, days of October and autumn.  
 

Until 700 B.C. the month of October was considered 
to be the eighth month in a calendar of ten months. 
October or “Octo” is the Latin eight. In the year 700 
B.C., or thereabouts, the second Roman king Numa 
Pompilius, added two months, January and February, 
to the Roman calendar in an attempt to make the 
calendar correspond to agricultural needs. Being that 
the Romans were farmers, albeit absentee farmers, it 
was important to know when to plant crops. On the 
other hand, for those who collected the taxes it 
provided important weather information for going to 
war. 
 

The famous, or infamous if you will, Julius Caesar 
found himself faced with with the same problems of 
planting and war. An energetic character, Julius 
Caesar again reformed the calendar in 46 B.C. Most 
humbly, Julius named the reformed calendar after 
himself - the Julian Calendar. In 1582 A.D. for mostly 
agricultural reasons, Pope Gregory XIII adjusted the 
Julian Calendar to fit the meteorological realities. 
However, to bring things into line, ten days were 
temporarily removed from the calendar. A disturbance 
was caused when some enterprising business men 
argued that workers need not be paid for these ten 
vanished days. Fortunately their efforts were not 
successful.  While this new “Gregorian Calendar” was 
a fine piece of work, it was rejected by a not very 
ecumenically minded Protestant Europe as it came 
from a “Pope!” 

Closer to home, our Founding Father George 
Washington was born, on February 11, 1731 under the 
Julian Calendar. However, as time moved on and good 
sense prevailed, the Gregorian Calendar was adopted 
by Great Britain and her colonies in 1752. Now, as 
though by magic, our first President was born on 
February 22, 1732, one year and eleven days younger. 
We hear no word of objection from President 
Washington and certainly no complaints from Martha. 
 

Time and those who keep it, as it is said, marches on. 
We are at the beginning of a new month - October. 
Originally the eighth month, now the tenth month 
October does not care about being number eight or 
number ten. We are those who care about time. We 
care about time as we spend time; drink coke; enjoy 
video games; watch Survivor. We enjoy time; we waste 
time; we kill time; we share time. Time is what we have 
to use for ourselves and for others. 
 

October is another month of time for us here at 
Lutheran Church of The Master. October is a gift 
given us in which to spend our time lavishly. October 
is time to spread our hands and hearts wide in sharing. 
We are blessed to be a people of God with many 
talents as God’s hands in service to one another and to 
others. At Lutheran Church of The Master time is 
spent helping others to build and repair their homes; 
Time is spent preparing our regular Sunday Brunch; 
Time is spent planning our Worship Service; Time is 
spent at choir rehearsals; Time is spent by those who 
share their music gifts with us which have been 
achieved only after many years of study and practice;  
Time is spent in regular Sunday morning 10 AM Bible 
Study; Time is spent preparing sermons; Time is spent 
doing the business of our Congregation at Church 
Council meetings; Time is spent in the keeping faithful 
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accounts of our giving; Time is spent in caring for 
those who come hungry to our church doors. Time is 
spent on our busy freeways and city streets making our 
way through traffic to Sunday morning worship; Time 
is spent giving lifts to those who want to be here in 
God’s House; Time is spent in listening to the 
heartaches, sorrows and weariness of friends and 
strangers and Time is spent by those faithfully praying 
for us.  
 

October, once eight now number ten in the display of 
months is once more here with us to be our month to 
spend. Most importantly, I think, we spend our time 
receiving and rejoicing in God’s promises to us and for 
us. We spend time sharing God’s sure Word that there 
will be a time when time will not hold us captive, but 
be our time of endless time to spend in God’s Glory 
time. 

Rev. Robert Richards, Pastor Emeritus 
 

From the 
Minister of Music 

 
The Jewish tradition is filled with some of the greatest 
stories ever told. Think of the Old Testament accounts 
of Jonah and the Whale, Abraham and the sacrifice of 
Isaac, or Moses and the burning bush. Then there are 
the writings and drawings of contemporary storytellers 
like Shel Silverstein, Elie Wiesel, Saul Bellow or 
Maurice Sendak. 
 
A Jewish friend recently sent me this lovely story of 
“The Flute”: 
 
Meir was a good boy. He always listened to his parents and 
helped out around the house, but no matter how hard he tried, 
he wasn’t able to speak. Instead of going to school, Meir tended 
his father’s cows. Every morning he led them to a meadow, 
where he would take out his flute and play them the most 
beautiful tunes. When he put his flute away, the cows knew it 
was time to go home. 
 
Meir was thirteen when his father took him to the great Rabbi 
Ba’al Shem Tov (1698-1760) on Yom Kippur. “Maybe the 
presence of such a great man will do Meir some good,” his 
father thought. For a while, it even seemed to work.  Meir was 
excited to be in the same synagogue as the Ba’al Shem Tov, but 
he was also very sad that he didn’t know how to pray. 
 
As the long service came to an end, Meir had an idea.  Reaching 
into his pocket, he pulled out his flute and began to play. “This 
is how even I can pray,” he thought proudly. No one agreed, 
though; in fact, the entire congregation was outraged. How dare 
this boy disturb their prayers? They jumped up from their seats 
to throw Meir and his father out of the synagogue. Even the 
Ba’al Shem Tov rushed toward them. 
 
The Ba’al Shem Tov looked at Meir and hugged him. “Thank 
you,” he said  “All Yom Kippur I wondered whether our prayers 

would be answered. We said all the words, but we lacked the 
passion. Then I heard your flute, so simple and sincere, and I 
knew our prayers would be answered.” 
 
The Ba’al Shem Tov turned to the congregation. “I see you’ve 
risen to thank this boy. After all, his flute opened the gates of 
heaven to our prayers.” 
 
While our lectionary readings this fall offer us a 
selection of interesting Old Testament stories such as 
the creation of man and woman in Genesis, of Elijah 
and the widow and tales of Jeremiah and Isaiah, it was 
a recent Gospel reading which caught my attention. As 
his disciples argued over who was the greatest Jesus 
took a child in his arms and said, “Whoever welcomes 
one such child in my name welcomes me.” 
 
The story of Meir, and that of Jesus and the child 
remind me that we have much to learn from the 
children in our midst. 

 
REFORMATION SUNDAY, October 25th, 2015 

One of the highlights of the church year is 
Reformation Sunday - a celebration of our heritage as 
Lutheran Christians. The festival commemorates the 
date in 1517 when Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-
Five Theses on the door of the castle church in 
Wittenberg, Germany. 
 
This year the choir, soloists and strings will celebrate 
the day by presenting the cantata “Jesu, Joy and 
Treasure” by composer Dietrich Buxtehude. The 
cantata is based on the familiar chorale “Jesus, 
Priceless Treasure” found in our hymnal. 
 

You Want Me To Marry Whom? 
Dietrich Buxtehude (c.1637-1707) is considered one of 
the most important and best-known composers of the 
mid-Baroque. He wrote large quantities of music for 
the organ, choir and instruments. Both the year and 
country of his birth are uncertain although it is thought 
that he was born in Denmark. He spent many years in 
Lubeck, Germany at the Marienkirche, succeeding 
Franz Tunder as organist. Upon taking the job 
Buxtehude married Tunder’s daughter, as was the 
custom.  In his later years as he neared retirement, 
both Handel and Telemann visited Buxtehude in 
Lubeck.. The Master offered the job to both men, with 
the condition that they marry his eldest daughter Anna 
Margareta. Both Handel and Telemann turned down 
his offer and left the day after their arrival. 
 

How about J. S. Bach? 
In 1705 J. S. Bach traveled over 250 miles on foot 
from Arnstadt to Lubeck to meet and observe 
Buxtehude. Bach stayed 3 months “to comprehend one 
thing and another about his art.” In fact, Bach received 
a reprimand from the church authorities in Arnstadt 



for staying away from his position too long. He too was 
offered the coveted job in Lubeck but also turned 
down the opportunity because of the conditions 
attached. 
 

Please join us on the 25th as we pay tribute to our 
heritage through music. Additional music that morning 
will include a festive setting of “A Mighty Fortress Is 
Our God” and a choral paraphrase of Psalm 46: “Be 
Still, My Soul” arr. by Mack Wilberg. 
 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY, November 1st, 2015 
On All Saints’ Day, November 1st, the LCM choir will 
present excerpts from Gabriel Faure’s Requiem during 
the morning worship service. The Rev. Dr. R. Guy 
Erwin will be our special guest that day. Please join us 
as we remember all the saints who have enhanced our 
lives through the years. 

David York, Minister of Music 
 

From the President 
 

Thanks to everyone who helped plan, prepare and 
participated in the 75th anniversary of LCM. Many of 
our old friends traveled great distances to be with us; 
Pastor John Rollefson and his wife Ruth, and Emma 
Lou Candow, the widow of our founding pastor 
Sterling Candow, to mention a few. 
 

I saw many of my friends shaking hands and hugging 
people they knew from decades ago. I’ll never know all 
of the stories, but I got to glimpse some of the 
friendships that were and are the foundation of the 
church. 
 

Reunions like this are always a lot of fun, but they are 
also a time of renewal. About fifteen minutes before the 
service began that Sunday, a woman I never met 
before came up to me and shook my hand. “I used to 
belong here,” she said. “You still do.” I replied. Don’t 
wait until another anniversary to be active with the 
church. Join us for a game night, do a small project, 
join the choir or stay for lunch and make some friends. 
Life passes by quickly, don’t miss it. 
 

Pastor Ittu is taking a well-deserved vacation for the 
month of October. He will be doing some traveling and 
will have stories to tell when he returns. 

Kevin Grant, President 
 

Financial Update 

 
In September we received $13,186.41 in donations. 
This brings our year-to-date giving to $110,179.07 or 
71.08% of our goal of $155,000 for 2015. Thank you 
for your ongoing support of our mission! 

Emily Jackson-Yano, Financial Secretary 

75th Anniversary 
Fundraising Campaign 

 
As part of our 75th Anniversary Celebration, Lutheran 
Church of the Master is hosting a special fundraising 
opportunity. The money will go toward a major capital 
improvement project for the church, with the balance 
going to the LCM Foundation. Our goal is to raise 
$75,000 over five years. As of today (September 30th) 
we have raised $111,525, of which $16,395 has been 
received. Thank You! 
 

It's not too late to participate, however, as we will be 
accepting donations and pledges through the rest of 
2015. Your donation can be given in one of three ways: 
 

1. Outright gifts (please write “75th Anniversary 
Campaign” on your envelope or on the memo line of 
your check) 
2. Five-year pledges (please fill out a pledge form 
which are available from the church) 
3. Planned bequest/estate trust gift – Please contact 
Emily Jackson-Yano 
 

Please contact a member of the Stewardship 
Committee if you have any questions. 

God Bless, 
The Stewardship Committee 
 

Captain of 
the Bible Quiz Team: 

A new play by Tom Jacobson 
 

Everyone is invited to come on November 1st at 2:00 
p.m. in the sanctuary to hear a reading of a new play 
written by our very own Tom Jacobson. Inspired by 
sermons at Lutheran Church of The Master, this play 
for one actor follows an intrepid new pastor in the first 
months of a call to a small Lutheran church in central 
Minnesota. Hilariously heartbreaking, the play will 
explore recent conflicts in the ELCA. Some audience 
participation, but don’t worry, no one will be 
embarrassed (unless they want to be). This 
presentation is the very first public reading of the play, 
so you can be part of its developmental stage. Please 
join us as we go from Christmas to Easter in less than 
an hour.  

 
All Saints’ Sunday 

 
On All Saints’ Sunday, November 1st, we remember in 
worship those members, friends and family who have 
passed from this life. We remember especially those 
who died in the past year. Please let us know who you 
would like to have commemorated in the prayers that 
day by writing the person or person’s name on the 
enclosed All Saints’ prayer card and placing it in the 
offering plate on Sunday. You are also welcome to call 
the office before October 27th. 



Flower Chart 
 

October 4 Ray and Bettijune Fanning, 
in honor of their 41st anniversary. 

October 11 Sara McGah, 
in memory of Vlasta Kay Krenek. 

October 18 Open 
October 25 In honor of Kevin and Maria’s wedding 

anniversary. 
 
If you wish to memorialize someone or an event, please 
note that with your name on the flower chart. Just a 
reminder that the cost is $20 for a single vase and 
$40 for both vases. When paying for the flowers, 
please include the payment in your offering envelope 
and make sure to write “flowers” on the envelope.  

 
75th Anniversary 

Celebration! 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our 
successful celebration on Sunday, September 27th! 
Pastor Ittu, Bishop Guy Erwin, Pastor Richards and 
David York led us in an inspirational worship service. 
The pastor's sermon was great, focusing on the many 
people who have shared their gifts with Lutheran 
Church of The Master throughout our history. Pastor 
Rollefson, Father Joe, Pastor Scheiber and Pastor 
Richards played their part very well. It was wonderful 
that Mrs. Sterling Candow, our founding pastor's wife, 
was able to attend. It was so good to see everyone and 
discovering the contents of the "Time Capsule". Now it 
is our turn to decide what we want to put in our new 
"Time Capsule". 

 
Work Day At LCM 

 
On Saturday, October 24th, starting at 
9:00 a.m., we will have a workday here 
at LCM for everyone to come together 
and help complete some much needed 

property projects. Such tasks include prepping the new 
chair rails for installation, and other tasks to be 
determined. Mark your calendars to join us! 

 
Holiday Cards for 

Prisoners 
!

In years past we have gathered cards to send to 
prisoners. We often don’t think of the fact that 
prisoners have family and friends as we do and like to 
send cards on holidays, birthdays and other events 
important to them. Please consider bringing some 
cards and placing them in the basket on the table in the 
parish hall or the narthex. We will be sending them to 
the prison the first part of November in time for the 
holidays. Thank you for participating in this Charitable 
Giving Project. 

Come To Our Meetings 
 

 
 

All Council and other Committee meetings are open 
meetings. Anyone may attend the meetings to observe 
the proceedings as a guest and is welcome to request 
voice from the chair. The Council is posting the 
Council meeting agenda, minutes, and reports in the 
Parish House for your information. If you have any 
questions about the meetings or materials, please 
consult with Kevin or Pastor. Our next Council 
meeting will be on Saturday, October 10th starting at 
9:00 a.m. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
In October, we will also begin the process of creating 
the 2016 budget with a budget planning meeting on 
October 10th at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Devotional Booklets 

 
The October - December edition of the Christ In Our 
Home devotional booklet is available in the pew racks 
and in the narthex. The Large print edition is also 
available in the narthex. Be sure to take your copy! 

 
Our Prayer List  

 

 
 

We keep in prayer: Abbas, Tod Abrams, Ali, Arash, 
Ardavan, Fariba, Roya, Soraya, Yasaman, David 
Arriola, Gina Beretta, Barbara Bombach, Francoise 
Campoverde, Emma Lou Candow, Andrew Crean, 
Terri Duggan, Ali Farzinkia, John Hunt, Ted and 
Lynne Jackson, Cpl. Adam Johnson, Betty Johnson, 
Merle Johnson, Rossen Kirilov, Elizabeth Kovac, 
Jonathan Kovac, Gisela Marx, Steve Newberry, the 
family of Amber Paul, Rachel and her unborn child, 
Harley Rockoff, Theodore Roehrs, Millie Rojas, 
Rosamelida Sandoval, John Savage, Hilary Smith, 
Alireza Soulati, Helena Stark, Peter Stackhouse, 
Polina Tashlitskaya, Vi Venter, Kent Weed, William 
White, Wayne Williams, Hideto Yano, the plight of the 
Syrian people, members of our AA Groups. 

 
Names may be added to the prayer list by filling out a prayer card in 

the pew racks or by contacting the office by email. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for 3 months. 
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Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

Every 
Sunday 
 
Bible Study    10:00 a.m. 
Choir Warm-up 
                      10:28 a.m. 
Worship         11:00 a.m. 

October 2015 Calendar  

 
Please refer to CALENDAR at http://lutheran.churchofthemaster.org for updates. 

 
Church Office Hours: 
Mondays – Closed 

Tuesday – Friday - 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  

October Birthdays 
Paul Gunderson - October 1st 
John Johnson - October 4th 

Terrence Jegaraj - October 8th 
Jessica Durston - October 12th 
David Durston - October 13th 
John Rollefson - October 13th 

Richard Levine - October 22nd 

Sara McGah - October 27th 

Bettijune Fanning - October 31st 

  1 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

 

2  3 
 

4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
4:00-7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

5 6  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

7 
 
 
 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

8 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

9 10  
Council/Budget and 
Finance Meeting 
   9:00 a.m. 
 
2016 Budget Planning 
Meeting 
   1:00 p.m. 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
2:00-5:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

11  
 

12 13  
LA Metro Conference 
Meeting 
at Village Lutheran 
   7:00 p.m. 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

14  
 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

15 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

16  17 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
9:00-12:00 p.m. Sanctuary  
 
Crafts Day 
   11:00 a.m. 

18 
 

19 20  
 
 
 
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

21  
 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

22 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

23 24 
Work Day 
   9:00 a.m. 
 
String Orchestra Project 
Rehearsal 
2:00-5:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

25  
Reformation 

Sunday 

 

26 27  
 
AA St.  John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m.  Parish House 

28  
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m.   Sanctuary 

29 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

30 31 



 
Lutheran Church of The Master 

 
October 2015 Schedule 

 
(Subject to Change) 

 
USHERS READERS ASSISTANT COUNTERS 

October 4 October 4 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 

October 4 October 4 

Julie Johnson Kimberly Hedlin 
Genesis 2:18-24 

and 
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 

Deborah Kovac Barbara Browning 

Carlos Valera  Ronald Nickel 
   
   

October 11 October 11 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 

October 11 October 11 

Kevin Grant John Johnson 
Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 

and 
Hebrews 4:12-16 

Yalda Riahi Emily Jackson-Yano 
Bryan Yamasaki  Joshua Nickel 
   
   

October 18 October 18 
21st Sunday after Pentecost 

October 18 October 18 

Fred Ascher Maria Gustafsson Grant 
Isaiah 53:4-12 

and 
Hebrews 5:1-10 

Tom Jacobson Barbara Browning 
Manny Cabacungan  Maria Gustafsson Grant 
   

   

October 25 October 25 
Reformation Sunday 

October 25 October 25 

Maria Gustafsson Grant Deborah Kovac 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

and 
Romans 3:19-28 

Emily Jackson-Yano Emily Jackson-Yano 
Julie Johnson  Tom Jacobson 
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