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Thoughts from Pastor Peg 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

I often read a daily blog prepared by Franciscan priest, 
Richard Rohr. Often it stirs me to think more deeply 
about faith and life. Rohr understands Christian faith as 
“growing up into Christ.” It is a journey of discovering 
what it means to follow the way of Jesus. Following this 
way isn’t always easy or painless. In fact, as at the gym 
with exercise, growth includes some discomfort. 
 

As Jesus says, “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
ground and dies it remains a single grain, but if it dies it 
bears much fruit.” Christ calls us to daily let go of (die 
to) ways of living that do not reflect God’s love. Rohr 
notes that this death to our egos is difficult because we 
think of letting go as “diminishment” rather than 
“expansion.” 
 

This is why Jesus ran into difficulties in his ministry. 
Jesus’ way knows that the greatest among us is the 
servant of all; that our neighbor’s need is our 
opportunity for service; that the last shall be first and 
the first, last; that dying to self opens us to “the life that 
really is life” I Tim. 6:19b. 
 

The way of Jesus is counter-cultural in how he redefines 
family. According to Jesus, Christianity creates a new 
family. We become each other’s brother and sister in 
baptism. We teach that the water of baptism is thicker 
than blood. The family of God is our family. But what if 
we really lived as though this were true? Were you an 
only child? Or did you have a few siblings? Well now, 
you are surrounded by siblings – from all times and 
places. Some look like you and some don’t. Following 

the way of Jesus is learning what it means to be the 
global, even cosmic family of God. And this extends to 
all of creation – butterflies and bayous, loggerhead 
turtles and aspen groves. The way of Jesus empowers 
us to be stewards – to actively care for the welfare of 
all! 
 

Jesus also redefines “neighbor.” Who is my neighbor? 
We find neighbors at our front doors as well as outside 
our comfort zones. People of every economic stratus, 
race and creed are our neighbors. And when this 
stretches us past what feels comfortable, Father Rohr 
shouts, “Good!” Being stretched is how we grow 
spiritually into the way of Christ! 
 

We are always being invited to grow into more Christ-
like thinking and living about how we answer the 
question, “Who is my family and my neighbor?” I 
rejoice to be a part of a community like Lutheran 
Church of The Master where others want to be on this 
growth in love and service following the way of Christ. 
Thank you for being a part of this adventure of growth 
as we gather around the waters of baptism, the bread 
and wine of Communion, and the word of God which is 
the bread of life! As 1st Timothy says, Christ calls us to 
“the life that really is life.” 

God’s daily grace and love, Pastor Peg 
 

Devotional Booklets 
 

The October - December edition of the 
Christ In Our Home devotional booklet is 
available in the Narthex and in the Parish 
House. The Large print edition is also 
available. Be sure to take your copy! 

Craig Shepherd  2000 



 

From the President 
 

 
 

Highlights from the September Council Meeting: 
 

• We’ve had problems with people trying to cash 
fraudulent checks against the church’s account. So 
far they haven’t been successful. Ken is watching 
this closely and is moving to electronic payments. 

• We’ve had false alarms with the church’s alarm 
system. Joshua is working with the alarm company. 

• We are doing more research into how to cool the 
sanctuary. We have purchased an AC/heat pump 
for the office. We think the unit may have been 
damaged in shipping and are having a tech from 
the company look at it before we complete the 
install. 

• We are considering moving to Quick Books for the 
church’s accounting software. 

• For visibility, we are considering putting Christmas 
lights around the church’s roof line. It would only be 
for the Christmas season. Joshua is costing this out. 

• We have a stewardship meeting on October 9th. 
• Our next scheduled council meeting is October 10th 

at 6:00 p.m. 
• We have our first Budget Meeting October 22nd at 

2:30 p.m. followed by a Game Night at 5:30 p.m. 
• We have scheduled a fun event for November 19th. 

We will go to First Lutheran in Torrance for the 
Reformation Road Trip Series with by Bishop Guy 
Erwin. 

• There will be a council meeting on November 14th 
at 6:00 p.m. 

Kevin Grant, President 
 

From the 
Minister of Music 

 
On Reformation Sunday, October 30th, the LCM Choir 
will be joined by instrumentalists to present Laudate 
Jehovam, Omnes Gentes (O Praise the Lord, All Ye 
Nations), a short choral setting of Psalm 117 by Georg 
Philipp Telemann (1681- 1767), a titan of Baroque 
German composition. Telemann was one of the most 
prolific composers of all time, having composed over 

3,000 choral and instrumental works, both sacred and 
secular. 
 

I did some reading to learn a bit about the human side 
of the famous composer: 
 

Early Years - Telemann received his first music lessons 
at age 10 from the local organist in his birthplace of 
Magdeburg. His mother and other relatives 
discouraged his musical training so he studied and 
composed in secret, writing his first opera at age 12. He 
first studied law at college in Leipzig but continued to 
be drawn to a musical career. 
 

Leipzig Years - While at the University Telemann 
became engaged in a conflict with J. Kuhnau, cantor at 
the famous St. Thomas Church, for hiring away 
musicians from the St. Thomas school for musical 
projects. 
 

Personal Life - The composer’s personal life was often 
troubled. His first wife died shortly after their first child 
was born and his second wife, the mother of 8 of his 
children, had extramarital affairs and accumulated a 
large gambling debt before leaving Telemann. 
 

St. Thomas Church in Leipzig - J. S. Bach, perhaps the 
greatest composer ever, ended his career as cantor at 
St. Thomas Church in Leipzig but he was actually the 
third choice for the job.  The ambitious G P. Telemann 
was the number one choice for the open position.  He 
declined the job, using the leverage to attain a 
significant raise at his position as music director of the 5 
largest city churches in Hamburg. 
 

Famous Friends - Telemann was well liked by other 
famous composers of his day.  He served as godfather 
to J.S. Bach’s son C. P. E. Bach and knew Handel 
personally. 
 

Traveler - Telemann spent time traveling outside of 
Germany, encompassing the other musical styles he 
heard into his own compositional style.  In 1737 he 
spent 8 months in Paris. 
 

Hobbies - Gardening and the cultivation of exotic 
plants were hobbies enjoyed by the composer. 
 

Please join us for this special music & worship event at 
Lutheran Church of The Master as we begin a year of 
celebration in remembrance of 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation on October 31st, 2017! 
 

(continued on next page) 
 



 

We are excited to welcome two new section leaders as 
members of the LCM Choir: 
 

Becca Tomasko has surrounded herself 
with music all her life, starting at a young 
age in the school and church choirs of her 
childhood in Minnesota. Learning to play 
cello, however, was what solidified her 
love for music and the arts. When she 
made the trek to California, it was to attend Azusa 
Pacific University in Azusa, CA, where she received her 
Bachelor's Degree in Art (drawing and painting) in 2011. 
While there, she continued to sing and play cello in 
APU's ensembles, and since graduating has sung with 
the Angeles Chorale, the Los Angeles Chamber Choir, 
and most recently with the Pacific Chorale. This 
summer, she was privileged to have traveled with the 
Pacific Chorale and conductor John Alexander on a 
European tour, with multiple performances in 
Budapest, Hungary and Vienna, Austria. Becca 
frequently collaborates with friends in film and music in 
the Los Angeles area, and currently works in the film 
music industry at Air-Edel in Hollywood, which 
represents film and television composers.	
	

David Childs is a singer and actor 
specializing in opera, contemporary 
music, and musical theater, and is also 
a versatile musical performer of other 
sorts. He arrived in Los Angeles from 
Santa Barbara in 2012 to study with 

Vladimir Chernov at UCLA, from where he recently 
received his Bachelor of Arts in music. In school, David 
mainly studied the performance of opera, art song, and 
both sacred & secular Jewish music. He won First Prize 
in the Walter Jurmann Song Competition in addition to 
winning Third Place in UCLA’s inaugural Vocal Vision 
Awards.  
 
David performed in several Opera UCLA productions, 
as well as in Lainie’s Cabaret (directed & coached by 
Broadway’s Lainie Kazan) with UCLA’s School of 
Theater, Film, & Television. Last summer, David played 
the role of the Baker in Into The Woods in the Hawaii 
Performing Arts Festival 
 
You will find David singing in the choir’s bass section at 
Lutheran Church of The Master and with the Verdi 
Chorus of Santa Monica. Also, look for David playing 
accordion around Los Angeles with his award-winning 
band We The Folk. You can hear them Sunday nights at 
the Culver Hotel, or check for events online at 
wethefolk.com. 

David York, Minister of Music 

All Saints’ Sunday 
 

On All Saints’ Sunday, November 6th, we remember in 
worship those members, friends and family who have 
passed from this life. We remember especially those 
who died in the past year. Please let us know who you 
would like to have commemorated in the prayers that 
day by writing the person or person’s name on the 
enclosed All Saints’ prayer card and placing it in the 
offering plate on Sunday. You are also welcome to call 
the office before November 1st. 

 

Come To Our Meetings 
 

All Council and other Committee meetings are open 
meetings. Anyone may attend the meetings to observe 
the proceedings as a guest and is welcome to request 
voice from the chair. The Council is posting the Council 
meeting agenda, minutes, and reports in the Parish 
House for your information. If you have any questions 
about the meetings or materials, please consult with 
Kevin. Our next Council meeting will be on Monday 
October 10th at 6:00 p.m. All are welcome to attend. 

 

2017 Budget Meetings 
 

It's time to plan our 2017 Budget for the General Fund. 
These meetings are open to all! Our first meeting will 
be on Saturday October 22nd at 2:30 p.m. and should 
last around 2 to 2 1/2 hours; plan to stay for game night 
afterward! Our second meeting will be on Saturday 
November 5th at 9:00 a.m. If any additional meetings 
are needed we will schedule them at that time. 
 

If you are serving on a committee please make sure 
that at least one member attends these meetings. Feel 
free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Emily Jackson-Yano Chair, Budget Committee 
 

October Fun Event: 
Game Night 

 

On October 22nd, LCM will have another Game Night in 
the Parish House. The night will start at 5:30 p.m. and 
will include dinner. For those who have never been to a 
game night, this is a time that we all get together and 
play board games, have a good time laughing, and just 
enjoying each other's company. So please put this date 
on your calendar and plan on coming out for good food, 
good friends, and good fun. 

 

Financial Update 
 

In September we received $8,925.00 in donations to 
our General Fund. This brings our YTD giving to 
$96,103.84, or 66.28% of our 2016 goal of 
$145,000.00. Thank you for your continued support! 

Emily Jackson-Yano, Financial Secretary 



 

How to Cool a Church 
 

For as long as I have been on the church council, there 
is one question that always gets asked over and over 
again. That question is “why is there no air conditioning 
in the sanctuary?” To answer that question in simple 
terms, it’s complicated. The council understands that 
people are concerned about the heat, and want you to 
know that we are working towards a long term 
solution. 
 

The first question that the council needs to answer is, 
what kind of system should we use to cool down the 
church? There are many different alternatives when it 
comes to cooling off a space such as huge ceiling fans, 
roof vents, air conditioning, or even huge blocks of ice 
being blown by a fan. The council is currently 
researching these different alternatives to determine 
which makes the most sense for the church both 
logically and financially. 
 

The good news is that progress has been made. After 
consultation with a mechanical engineer, we have an 
idea as to what would need to be done in order to 
install air conditioning in the sanctuary. Using an 
existing a/c coil that was installed with the new furnace 
back in 2009, we can install and attach a condenser to it 
which would allow for air conditioning to blow in the 
sanctuary. The problem is that when it comes to trying 
to install an air conditioning system in to a building that 
is 75 years old, it turns out that you are going to run in 
to some issues. In order to install the condenser, it has 
to be located on the roof and the existing roof is rough 
shape and will soon need to be replaced. Also, the 
condenser would require electricity, which in order to 
provide, the existing electrical panel would need to be 
upgraded. Another issue is that due to the size of the 
current furnace there would only be enough air flow to 
cool off a sanctuary of about 50 people. In order to 
accommodate our long term membership goals, a 
second a/c coil, condenser and ductwork would need to 
be installed. All these concerns are being considered in 
the planning process. 
 

There is progress being made in other areas also. 
Thanks to some dedicated individuals, money is slowly 
being donated towards a “cooling system” fund. Money 
received in that fund have allowed us to hire a 
consulting mechanical engineer to give us options for 
cooling the sanctuary. Money from that fund has also 
allowed us to install a new heating/air conditioning 
system in the office, so that the office remains cool in 
the warm months and warm in the cool months. If you 
would like to donate towards that fund, just mark 
“cooling system” on your offering envelope. 

Joshua Nickel, LCM Property Committee 

Flower Chart 
 

 
 

October 2 Ray and Bettijune Fanning, 
in honor of their anniversary. 

October 9 Sara McGah, 
in memory of Vlasta Kay Krenek. 

October 16 Emily Jackson, 
in honor of Kim and Chris’ Wedding. 

October 23 Open 
October 30 Ray Fanning, 

in honor of Bettijune’s Birthday. 
 

Please consider donating the altar flowers for worship. 
If you wish to memorialize someone or an event, please 
note that with your name on the flower chart. Note: 
the cost in 2016 is $15 for a single vase and $30 for 
both vases. When paying for the flowers, please 
include the payment in your offering envelope and 
make sure to write “flowers” on the envelope. 

 

Our Prayer List 
 

We keep in prayer: Abbas, Ali, Arash, 
Ardavan, Bobbie Arkoff, the Family and 
Friends of Jason Avila, Tony Avila, Fariba, 
Roya, Soraya, Yasaman, David Arriola, Mary 

Martha Barkley, Gina Beretta, Zac Biggs, Barbara 
Bombach, Yuby Calderon, Francoise Campoverde, 
Emma Lou Candow, Lola Correa, Victoria and J. W. 
Chavier Sr., Andrew Crean, Caryl Crozier, Edita 
Cabacungan Donnelly and Family, Ali Farzinkia, Emett 
Fisher, Ladante Fisher, the Family of Rev. Scott 
Haasarud, Badri and Negin Hunold, Jacquline Hunt, 
Malinda J., Ted and Lynne Jackson, Betty Johnson, 
Merle Johnson, the Family of Roy Johnson, Mary Kay, 
Rossen Kirilov, the Family of Dottie Knight, Michelle 
Kootz, Elizabeth Kovac, Jonathan Kovac, Tobi 
Krawczyk, Gisela Marx, Steve Newberry, Rachel and 
her unborn child, the family of Adam Rambo, the Reul 
Family, Harley Rockoff, Millie Rojas, Rosamelida 
Sandoval, the Family and Friends of John Savage, 
Hilary Smith, Alireza Soulati, Helena Stark, Peter 
Stackhouse, Gordon Stark, Polina Tashlitskaya, John 
Warren, Kent Weed, Ryan and Ethan Wiley, Hideto 
Yano, the plight of the Syrian people, members of our 
AA Groups. 
 

Names may be added to the prayer list by filling out a prayer card 
in the pew racks or by contacting the office by email. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for 3 months. 
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Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

Every Sunday 
 
Bible Study         10:00 a.m. 
Choir Warm-up 10:28 a.m. 
Worship              11:00 a.m. 
Fellowship        12:15 p.m. 

October 2016 Calendar 
 

Please refer to CALENDAR at http://lutheran.churchofthemaster.org for updates. 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday - 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 
October Birthdays 

Paul Gunderson - October 1st 
John Johnson - October 4th 

Terrence Jegaraj - October 8th 
Jessica Durston - October 12th 
David Durston - October 13th 
John Rollefson - October 13th 

Richard Levine - October 22nd 

Sara McGah - October 27th 

Bettijune Fanning - October 31st 

    1 

2 3 4 
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

5 
 

Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 

AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

6 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

7 8 
 

9 10 
Council Meeting 
   6:00 p.m. 
Parish House 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

13 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

14 15 
Craft Day 
   11:00 a.m. 

16 17 18 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

19 
 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

20 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

21 22 
2017 Budget Planning 
Meeting 
   2:30 p.m. 
 
Game Night 
   5:30 p.m. 

23 24 
Masters Notes 

articles 
due in office. 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

27 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

 

28 29 

30 31 



 

Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

September 2016 Schedule 
 

(Subject to Change) 
 

USHERS READERS ASSISTANT COUNTERS 
October 2 October 2 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 2 October 2 

Kevin Grant Charles Peruchini 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4  

and 
2 Timothy 1:1-14	

Emily Jackson-Yano Barbara Browning 
Bryan Yamasaki  Joshua Nickel 
   
   

October 9 October 9  
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

October 9 October 9 

Leah Chang Deborah Kovac 
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 

and 
2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Tom Jacobson Emily Jackson-Yano 
Charlotte Johnson  Ronald Nickel 
   
   

October 16 
 

October 16 
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 

October 16 October 16 

Fred Ascher Fred Ascher 
Genesis 32:22-31 

and 
2 Timothy 3:14--4:5 

Deborah Kovac Maria Gustafsson-Grant 
Manny Cabacungan  Joshua Nickel 
   
   

October 23 
 

October 23 
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

October 23 October 23 

Julie Johnson Charlene MacKenzie 
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 

and 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Emily Jackson-Yano Tom Jacobson 
Richard Levine  Barbara Browning 
   
   

October 30 October 30 
Reformation Sunday 

October 30 October 30 

Julie Johnson Leah Chang 
Isaiah 1:10-18 

and 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 

Tom Jacobson Emily Jackson-Yano 
Charlene MacKenzie  Ronald Nickel 
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