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Thoughts from Pastor Peg 
 

Dear fellow awestruck creatures in God’s amazing 
handiwork,  
 

How did you take in the Solar Eclipse 2017? It’s been fun 
swapping stories with others. I hope you at least were 
able to see a bit of the TV reports. NASA TV fabulously 
explained how this rare occurrence happens and what 
the terminology means: Bailey’s Beads, the Diamond, 
the Path of Totality. I hadn’t attended to these before 
August 21 so I was a child in a candy store. 
 

The other surprise of August 21 was watching our 
country from coast to coast turn faces toward the sky. 
People of all walks of life, young and old, were awed by 
creation that surrounds us every day but hardly gets 
noticed. On this one day sun and moon struck us as 
spectacularly worthy of our time in the middle of the 
morning! 
 

People filled parks and hillsides; set up tents and 
passed around protective glasses. Amateur 
astronomers built funny shaped viewing devices and 
shared them freely without cost. Many who daily spend 
mid-morning indoors kept stepping outside gazing up. 
Even downtown LA’s Federal Building was abuzz with 
people outside looking up, not at Disney Hall or tall 
historic buildings, but at the always amazing sky. The 
always faithfully present sky with sun and moon was, 
for this magnificent morning not taken for granted. 
 

Hurrah for our own LCM Council President, Kevin, who 
made the trip to Oregon’s ideal views. Friends of mine, 
Nada and Nelius Ronning drove from Thousand Oaks to 
Madras with their teenage daughter, Maya, knowing 

they would run into crazy traffic. And they did, coming 
and especially all going home all at once in long lines of 
happy cars full of awakened people. 
 

But they were prepared with sandwiches and stories to 
bide the time. The Path of Totality had darkened even 
as the temperature dipped as moon briefly blocked 
sun’s rays upon earth. It was just a few moments, but 
they’ll remember it for a life time. I just went to a local 
park, but I too won’t soon forget the tiny moon-shaped 
sunlight glowing in my hand from the make-shift 
telescope. It looked like a crescent moon, but they 
insisted, “It’s the sun!” 
 

Psalm 19 declares, “The heavens are telling the glory of 
God and the firmament declares God’s handiwork. Day 
to day pours worth speech; and night to night declares 
knowledge…”  Day in and day out, God’s awesomeness 
pours forth! May we keep taking notice! At the 
Eucharist we “Sing with all the people of God and join in 
the hymn of all creation!” Yes! With all creation! 
 

In awe, with you, of God’s glorious handiwork, Pastor 
Peg 

 

From the President 
 

 
 

Church Council Highlights: 
• The Council approved a motion not to alter the 

budget once it comes out of the budget committee. 
• The Council voted to approve the Call Committee's 

Ministry Site Profile. 
Kevin Grant, President 

Craig Shepherd  2000 



 

From the 
Minister of Music 

 
Through the years in this space I’ve shared many 
reasons for joining the choir. I recently reviewed old 
Master’s Notes articles and here’s a summary of a few 
of them: 
 

In September of 2012 I quoted “5 Tips for your 
Everyday Life”, a Parade magazine feature on ways to 
reduce stress: “When people are doing something 
creative or feel joy they reduce the amount of stress 
hormones.” 
 

In 2014 we learned about Stacy Horn who, in a TED 
Talk, extolled the virtues of singing in her community 
chorus. “I don’t care what kind of mood you are in when 
you walk into a choir rehearsal. When you walk out 
you’re feeling better.” She also spoke about the human 
connection one makes with the other singers and the 
opportunity one has to share an experience that’s both 
“transporting and intimate”. 
 

Preeminent British composer John Rutter was quoted 
in 2015: 
 

Choral music is not one of life’s frills. It’s something that 
goes to the heart of our humanity, our sense of 

community, and our souls. You express, when you sing, 
your soul in song. And when you get together with a 

group of other singers, it becomes more than the sum of 
the parts. All of those people are pouring out their hearts 
and souls in perfect harmony, which is kind of an emblem 

for what we need in the world, when so much of the 
world is at odds with itself… that just to express in 

symbolic terms what it’s like when human beings are in 
harmony. 

 

In September 2016 I referenced a study from the 
journal Sleeping and Breathing, as quoted in the LA 
Times: “Taking up a musical hobby might strengthen 
throat muscles and could be a fun and effective 
treatment for snoring.” 
 

What’s the latest for 2017? Another article from Parade 
magazine about a choir called The Untouchables, a 
group of non-professional singers that recently 
performed its 23rd concert at St. Peter’s Church in New 
York City. Author Paula Spencer Scott writes “creative 
pursuits like singing and other expressive arts….are 
bringing new life to people with Alzheimer’s and 
related diseases.” I recently found this to be true as I 
visited with a friend who has memory challenges but 
can remember the lyrics of many old songs. 
 

So…..there are so many reasons to join the LCM choir. 
Come join a musical group that offers a “sense of 

community” while reducing stress, lifting your mood, 
and alleviating your snoring, all while providing an 
opportunity to offer service to God and the church. 
There is a place for you in the choir at LCM! 
 

Rehearsals begin Thursday, September 7th at 7:30 
p.m. Please speak to me if you have questions. 

David York, Minister of Music 
 

500th Anniversary of the Reformation 
5 Sundays of “Living Grace in the 

World!” 
 

Sunday September 24th 
(LCM’s 77th Anniversary of ministry) 

through 
Sunday October 29th (Reformation Sunday) 

 

The Worship-Arts-Music Team of LCM has 
brainstormed fun and accessible ways for us to 
commemorate the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation throughout the month of October. There 
will be engaging ways for each of you to be involved. 
We will actually begin this special observance by 
celebrating LCM’s 77th Anniversary on Sunday, 
September 24th! Plan now to join us in worship for these 
five weeks as we deepen our commitment to being 
Christ’s ever reforming church – living out our call to 
share God’s grace-filled love with all the world.    

 

Blessing of The Animals 
Save The Date 

 
Save the date 
Blessing of the Animals 
Saturday October 7th, 2017 11:00 a.m. 
At Lutheran Church of The Master 
Music, fun activities & lunch 
Invite friends & bring your critters! 

 

Flower Chart 
 

September 3 Mary Jane Ascher 
September 10 Blanche Roach and Cedric Roach 
September 17 Sara McGah, 
 in memory of Russella McGah 
September 24 Open 
 

Please consider donating the altar flowers for worship. 
If you wish to memorialize someone or an event, please 
note that with your name on the flower chart. Note: the 
cost in 2017 is $15 for a single vase and $30 for both 
vases. When paying for the flowers, please include the 
payment in your offering envelope and make sure to 
write “flowers” on the envelope. 
 



 

AmazonSmile 
 

 
 

Would you like to benefit LCM while shopping online? 
You can if you have an account with Amazon! 
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with 
the same products, prices, etc. as Amazon. However, if 
you use the AmazonSmile website, the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of all 
eligible purchases to LCM at no additional cost to you. 
You can “unsupport” at any time. 
To register: 
• Sign in to www.smile.amazon.com on your desktop 

or mobile phone browser. 
o From your desktop, go to “Your Account” from 

the navigation at the top of any page, and then 
select the option to “Change your Charity”. 

o From your mobile browser, select “Change your 
Charity” from the options at the bottom of the 
page. 

• Select a new charitable organization to support.  Be 
sure to choose “Lutheran Church of the Master in 
Los Angeles”. 

Any questions? Contact Emily or Ken 
 

Free Community Law Clinic 
 

Attorney Parviz Malakouti continues to 
host the Community Law Clinic to 
provide free legal consultations to 
individuals, on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday 

of each month from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The next 
clinic will be on September 6th. 

 

Helping The Homeless 
 

John Johnson, our office manager, continues to hand 
out lunches, hygiene kits and limited items of clothing 
to the homeless. If you would like to contribute food, 
we can use individual packaged items such as easy-
open cans of tuna, meat, fruit, pudding, cheese and 
crackers, energy/protein bars, juices and small bottles 
of water. If you would like to contribute to the hygiene 
kits, we need travel-size tubes of toothpaste, 
toothbrushes and gallon-size resealable plastic bags. 
Desired clothing items include new socks, underwear 
and t-shirts. Thank you for being a part of our ministry 
to the homeless. 

Come to our Craft Day 
 

We will next meet on September 16th 
to knit or paint or do any other crafts 
you may like to do. This is a time to 
come together and enjoy each other’s 
company while doing crafts we love. 

Come to the Parish House at 11:00 a.m. - a light lunch 
will be served. If you are interested or if you have any 
questions, please contact Barbara Browning at (310) 
393-6844. 

 

Invitation to Explore Scripture  
 

Please join us Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the 
parish house as we preview and discuss one of the 
scripture passages we'll hear during that day's worship. 
Leah Chang continues to facilitate; all participants 
continue as teachers. Added incentives? You can enjoy 
a donut and a cup of coffee, lemonade, or tea! Hope to 
see you there! 

 

Fellowship Brunch 
 

Are you interested in contributing something to our 
weekly fellowship brunch such as sandwiches, pizza, 
dessert, or anything of your liking? If so, please contact 
Barbara at (310) 393-6844. 

 

Our Prayer List 
 

We keep in prayer: Tony Avila, David Arriola, 
Karen Beatty, Gina Beretta, Barbara 
Bombach, Melissa Bomes, Yuby Calderon, 
Francoise Campoverde, Emma Lou Candow, 

Sonia Casas, Victoria and J. W. Chavier Sr., Andrew 
Crean, Edita Cabacungan Donnelly and family, Sara 
Ehrman, Bensiyon Eyice, Emett Fisher, Badri and Negin 
Hunold, Katherine, Martin and Gloria Hunt, Ted and 
Lynne Jackson, Betty Johnson, the family of Merle 
Johnson, the family of Richard Johnson, Rosana 
Johnson, Malinda Jones, Mary Kay, Rossen Kirilov, 
Elizabeth Kovac, Jonathan Kovac, Peter Lewis, Ma, Jeff, 
Lester Mahaffay, Gisela Marx, Frank Nakamura, Steve 
Newberry, Kaitlyn Nickel, the Nickel Family, Bobby 
Orue, Meghan Reul, Harley Rockoff, Tim Rutherford, 
Rosamelida Sandoval, Hilary Smith, Alireza Soulati, 
Peter Stackhouse, Huiling Sun, Polina Tashlitskaya, 
John Warren, Kent Weed, Steve Weiss, Hideto Yano, 
the plight of the Syrian people and refugees and 
immigrants everywhere, and members of our AA 
Groups. 
 

Names may be added to the prayer list by filling out a prayer card 
in the pew racks or by contacting the office by email. 
Names will remain on the prayer list for 3 months. 
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Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

Every Sunday 
 
Bible Study         10:00 a.m. 
Choir Warm-up 10:28 a.m. 
Worship              11:00 a.m. 
Fellowship          12:15 p.m. 
 

September 2017 Calendar 
 

Please refer to CALENDAR at http://lutheran.churchofthemaster.org for updates. 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday - 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 
September Birthdays 

 
Kenneth Roehrs – September 11th 
Emily Jackson-Yano – September 17th 
Nancy Yamasaki – September 25th 

   1 2 

3 4 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

6 

Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
 
 
 

AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary  

7 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

8 9 
 

10 11 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

13 
Council Meeting 
   6:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 

AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

14 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

15 16 
Craft Day 
   11:00 a.m. 

17 18 19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

20 
Community Law Clinic 
  6:30 p.m.  Parish House  
 
 
 

AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

21 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 
 

22 
Masters Notes 

articles 
due in office. 

 

23 

24 
Anniversary 

Sunday 
 
 

25 26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA St. John’s Alumni 
  7:30 p.m. Parish House 

27 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AA Step Study 
   7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

28 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
   7:30 p.m. 

 

29 30 



 

Lutheran Church of The Master 
 

September 2017 Schedule 
 

(Subject to Change) 

 
 

USHERS READERS ASSISTANT COUNTERS 
September 3 September 3 

Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 3 September 3 

Julie Johnson Deborah Kovac 
Jeremiah 15:15-21 

and 
Romans 12:9-21 

Emily Jackson-Yano Maria Gustafsson Grant 
Richard Levine  Ronald Nickel 
   

September 10 September 10 
Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 10 September 10 

Kevin Grant Charlene MacKenzie 
Ezekiel 33:7-11 

and 
Romans 13:8-14 

Deborah Kovac Emily Jackson-Yano 
Bryan Yamasaki  Joshua Nickel 
   

September 17 September 17 
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 17 September 17 

Fred Ascher Fred Ascher  
Genesis 50:15-21 

and 
Romans 14:1-12 

Deborah Kovac Barbara Browning 
Manny Cabacungan  Ronald Nickel 
   

September 24 September 24 
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 24 September 24 

Leah Chang Charles Peruchini 
Jonah 3:10-4:11 

and 
Philippians 1:21-30 

Emily Jackson-Yano Emily Jackson-Yano 
Charlotte Johnson  Joshua Nickel 
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